IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE EIGHTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
DUPAGE COUNTY, ILLINOIS

GRETCHEN WILKINSON, ef. al.

Plaintiffs,
Case No. 2015 L 980
V.
Hon. Judge Kenneth L. Popejoy
INSTITUTE IN BASIC LIFE PRINCIPLES, INC.

and WILLIAM W. GOTHARD_ JR., Courtroom 2020
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Defendants.

AMENDED AFFIDAVIT OF WILLIAM W. GOTHARD, JR. FILED IN SUPPORT
OF MOTION TO DISOQUALIFY DAVID GIBES, 111 AND GIBBS LAW FIRM

I, William W. Gothard, having been duly sworn, declare and state as follows under penalty
of perjury:

1. This Affidavit is made upon my personal knowledge, and if T were swom as a
witness at trial in this matter, [ would tesufy competently to the facts contained herein.

Preliminary and Background Information

2. Essential background to this affidavit is that during my years in high school and
college, I adopted personal disciplines that would allow me to help other young people to be
successful in their lives. The most important discipline was meditating on Scripture day and night.
God promuses that 1f we do this, we will be successful in whatever we do. (Psalm 1:1-3; Joshua
1:8).

3. When I was thirty years old, the college from which I graduated, asked me to
design and teach a course, which they entitled, “Basic Youth Conflicts.” In a few years, coliseums
and arenas throughout America were packed out with youth and adults from all walks of life to
hear thirty hours of instruction. They came only because of the enthusiastic word-of-mouth
recommendations of seminar alummni. There was no media advertising. As of today, almost three
million people have attended this seminar. (See Exhibit 1).
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4. In order to help parents instill the Biblical principles taught in the Basic seminar
lo their sons and daughters, 1 established a home education program calied Advanced Training
Institute. Over 100,000 young people have made use of this training. [ have also had the
opportunity to interact with and to train tens of thousands of these young people.

5. The gratefulness of these parents and young people for the training they received
continues to abound. However, a small percentage of people who went through my training
program have, over time, developed a negative and biased perception and animus 1o the Biblical
standards and training we attempted to mstll within them, which, at the time, their parents had
encouraged them to follow. Many of these people have had difficult and troubled lives and
perceive themselves to be victims in many ways. As a result of their animosity, some of them
established an anonymous website or blog, which has the stated purpose of destroying me, my
message, and the Institute’s programs, including the home education program. This website 15
known as “Recovering Grace.” “Recovering Grace,” which is a websiie and blog which was
launched in July, 2011, with the website URL address, http://www.recoveringgrace.org.
According to the moderator, “Recovering Grace 15 a Chnistian organization dedicated o helping
those affected by the teachings of Bill Gothard, the Enstitute in Basic Life Principles, (“"IBLP™},
and the Advanced Training Institute, (“ATE™").” A copy of the first page of that websiie is attached
as Exhubit 2. Within the blog, former ATI students and others who were affiliated with the
Institute are encouraged to blog their own message railing against my teachings and the Institute,
wherein [ am called “legalistic” and “the ATA cult” allegedly “contrary to Biblical principles.”
Eventually. entries began to show up regarding allegations of improper associations and alleged
touchings. Those allegations blossomed into full-fledged assertions of sexual misconduct and
individuals posted therein were, at some point, encouraged o sue the Institute. The Recovering

Grace “mission” states that it 18 an online organization devoted to helping people whaose lives have



been impacted by the teachings of Bill Gothard, the Institute, and the Advanced Traiming Institute.
[t 1s primarily focused upon people who werc raised as children in the Advanced Training
Institute, and attended my seminars. It states that those individuals are divergent in nature, but
“we survived ATL” The mission statement goes on to state that some survived spiritual abuse at
home or training, but explicitly provides “many of those involved with our site, survive physical
and/or sexual abuse that causes nightmares and trauma, even today.” Therefore, the obvious
mission of Recovering Grace is to attack mysclf, the Institute, and ATI on all accounts. It
essentially solicits people to blog negative commerts and invites them to set forth a story of
alleged abuse, even suggesting that such purported abuse causes nightmares and trauma.
Submissions by individuals to that blog are reviewed, edited, revised, enhanced and embeliished
by one or more professional writers, and then purportedly subject to the original author’s
permission, those re-written and embellished versions are published in the Recovering Grace
website, and those publications remain in the public domain to the present day. A copy of the
Recovering Grace Mission Statement is attached as Exhibit 3. In April, 2012, Recovering Grace
dedicated most of its articles for the month on “sexual harassment experienced in the employment
of Bill Gothard.” A copy of that statement is attached as Exhibit 4. The first article was from a
pseudonym “Lizzie” who talked about being touched on the hands, back, waist, and playing
“footsie.” At the conclusion of her statement, the moderator states “if this sexual abuse series
brings up any emotions that you would like to process with a professional counselor, please email

us at support/@recoveringgrace.org.” The editor’s note also provides a definition of sexual

harassment as “the persisient unwelcome directing of sexual remarks and looks, unnecessary
physical contact at a person, [sic], usually a woman, especially in the workplace.”
6. This website did not have too much traction until one anonymous girl claimed that

my attention to her twenty-four years ago was “sexual harassment.” Her story motivated a second



former student to make a similar ¢laim anonymously. I had an opportunity to talk to this girl and
her mother. [ pointed out major factors in her story which would have given it an entirely different
perspective. The mother and daughter agreed with me, and demanded that therr story be removed
from the website. The mother stated, “We never considered that you were sexually harassing.”
Qur correspondence in 2012 is allached as Exhibit 5. [ explained this to GIBBS, however he has
chosen to include her as a “Jane Doe™ 1n his lawsuit.

7. On February 3, 2014, Recovering Grace posted “The Gothard Files: A case for
disqualification.” A copy thereof 1s attached as Exhibat 6 and 1t is from all of this information that
David Gibbs, III (GIBBS) likely learned the identity of potential Plaintiffs in this htigation. His
early communications with me failed to even disclose the fact that he was interested in filing a
lawsuit on behalf of any of these women. [ was led to believe that he had other motives, motives
that wouid assist me in returning to my mission at the Institute. As set forth below, we had
multiple commumcations, and 1 conveyed much information to him. Even when I learned that he
represented some of these women, GIBBS led me to believe that he and [ were working as a team.
For most of my communications with GIBBS, i1 was my understanding thai he would enhance
and revise the complaint drafted by my attorney, Kevin Moore, on my behalf and others. Ihad no
idea that he was going to bring a Jawsuit for money against either the Institute or me until much
later.

8. In March 2014, | reaitzed that I had neglected the day and night meditation, which
had brought about the successes of earhier years. Therefore, I stepped away on a temporary basis
from my responsibilities at the Institute in order to concentrate on this discipline, and also to do
whatever I could to bring about reconciliation with those who claimed they had been offended.

9. As a direct result of re-establishing day and night mediation, [ have experienced

unimagined success in my life. God has enabled me to write and publish six new books, which



are having a profound impact on all who read them or hear them explained. Hundreds of fathers
who have been in the home education program exclaim that this information would have given
them a whole new approach to traiung their sons and daughters and they wish that they would
have had it years ago.

0.  Based on the many appeals from seminar alumni who need this material now, and
in order to honor the intent of donors to the Institute ministry, I asked the Board to reinstate me in
the Institute.

11, A controlling group on the Board demed this request. They gave as a primary
reason the fear of being sued by former ATI student. When GIBBS heard about the Board’s
response, he offered to help convince them to reinstate me. It was on this basis that he took many
actions, which [ assumed were in my interest and desire to return as the President, Founder and
Board Trustee of the Institute. As set forth more fully herein, it was also my understanding that
Mr. Gibbs and I were working together to effectively overcome attacks that were made against
me, my ministry, as well as the Institute's teachings, philosophies and training practices. Our goal
also inchuded stopping the Board from taking drastic actions in the sale of Institute assetls and
relocation to a remote Texas town.

12. My first reason to trust GIBBS was that he was the attorney for John Stancil, Ph.D.
In 2012, Invited Dr. Stancil to become a member of the Institute’s Board of Directors. Asa
Board Member, he was involved 1n an arbitration hearing on a real estate matter and GIBBS
accompanied him as a friend, counselor, and observer. John Stancil spoke highly of GIBBS.
Because John Stanci! was a close friend, ally and associate of mine, even after other members of
the Board refused to consider reinstating me to the Institute, John Stancil requested that Mr. Gibbs

assist me in my endeavor to return to the Institute, overcome the false allegations that were made



against me within the Recovering Grace website and preserve the status quo of the Institute's
mission and assets.

13, My second reason for trusting GIBBS was that | am a long-standing friend of his
father, David Gibbs, Jr. His father is the president of a law firm and a nationally known speaker.
[ have had him speak at several home school conferences. When there was a need for allegations
to be investigated, I asked him and his law firm to carry this out, which they did.

14.  When David Gibbs, Jr. and his law firm assisted the Institute with an investigation
into the allegations made within Recovering Grace, he made reasonable and good faith efforts to
communicate directly with those who posted allegations of misconduct within that website. It was
reported to me that the purported victims, which included at least some of the individuals named
within the pending lawsuit, refused to communicate with David Gibbs, Jr. or respond to his
requests for a meeting. In his lawsuit, GIBBS now reveals animosity toward his father. He
repeatedly refers to his father’s mvestigation as a “sham ™ This obviously implies that his father
was covering up the truth, whych he certainly was not doing. When speaking with GIBBS in
20115, we discussed his father but I had no knowledge that GIBBS would attack him in a lawsuit or
that they were at odds.

15. Because of the close relationship I had with David Gibbs, Jr., his initial work on
behalf of myself and the Institute in discerming the validity, or lack thereof, of allegations made
within Recovering Grace, was deemed to be on a voluntary basis. However over time, it became
apparent that David Gibbs Jr. and his law firm were expending extensive and substantial number
of hours in this endeavor. As a result, 1t was determined that David Gibbs, Jr. and his law firm
were certainly entitled 1o compensation for all of the hundreds of hours they put mnto the
investigation, and as a result thereof, an agreement was rcached between the Institute and David

Gibbs, Jr. for compensation for services rendered. Therefore, although David Gibbs, Jr. ofien



provided free and voluntary work for Christan Ministries, the Institute could not take advantage
of those services to the extent they were provided and compensating David Gibbs Jr. for his work
was deemed reasonable and necessary.

16.  Attorney GIBBS is the President and General Counsel of the National Center for
Life and Liberty. (See Exhibit 7). He also speaks regularly on the Moody Radie Network. David
Gibbs, J1., father of GIBBS, was a close friend and confidant, as of May, 2015, T had no reason to
believe that his son GIBBS would ever take a position contrary to the interest of the Institute or
myself. I knew GIBBS for many years prior to May, 2015. We always had a posittve relationship
and he was always very encouraging to me and my minisiry. Until he filed suit against me,
individually, T would not have believed that GIBBS would have betrayed my confidence.

17.  Like his father, GIBBS also is involved in Christian Ministnes and has provided
voluntary and free legal services to Christian ministries in need. In fact, he discussed that with me
extensively al our first meeting. The Christian organization that GIBBS is involved in takes in
donations and can effectively pay a lawyer ltke GIBBS for services rendered to Christian
Ministries. (See Exhibit 7). T have recently leamed that the organization GIBBS is involved 1n is
in a form of competition with his own father, David Gibbs, Jr., and his Christian organization.
Although they both have the stated purpose of assisting Christian minisiries, they both vie for the
same type of donar dollars and volunteer service members. It is unfortunate that GIBBS uses this
Jawsuit to compete with his own father, calling his father’s investigation a “sham.” Unfortunately [
did not know this in my discussions with GIBBS.

18.  Although GIBBS never asked me directly for a retainer, I was not surprised by this,
as this was exactly the same type of relationship I had with his father. It was my understanding
that GIBBS was acting on my behalf on a voluntary basis in conjunction with his own Christian

mintstry, but to the extent that work on my behalf became substantial, he certainty would be



cntitled to compensation. [ assumed that if we were successful i reinstating me to the Board, that
eventually GIBBS could be compensated. GIBBS and I discussed this issue. I stated that, “You
are doing a lot of work for me, don’t you need to be paid for all this.” His response was, “No, I
am doing this as a favor.” [ rephied, “That’s very generous of you, David.” That was like a
conversation I once had with his father.

19. In Apnil, 2015, I engaged the service of attorney Kevin Moore to represent me as
well as John Stancil, Anthony Burrus, Ralph Hudgens, Roger Blair, and Rebert Norvell to bring
an action against the Institute Board members. We were requesting that attorney Moore investigate
and draft a complaimt for a proposed prelimmary and permanent injunction and other relief,
Attorney Moore represented me and I communicated with him regularly during the months of
Apnl and May, 2015. I held off with filing the complaint through Kevin Moore since I was
working with GIBBS on the same issues. Beginning again in September, 2015, and continuing
into the month of November, 2015, T worked with Kevin Moore on a revised complaint, 1o be filed
on my behalf and on behalf of my not-for-profit corporation, Life Purpose Power Teams, Inc.
Additionally, Anthony Burrus, Ralph Hudgens, Robert Novell and Roger Blair were additional
proposed plaintiffs in a potential suit against the Institute of Basic Life Principles, Inc. and its
Board. On or about October 19, 2015, attorney Kevin Moore provided me with his proposed final
version of a verified complaint. A copy thereof 1s attached as Exhibit 8. GIBBS first received an
initial draft complaint prepared by Kevin Moore on May 30, 2015, (see Exhubit 11, attached), and,
on information and belief, he communicated with attorney Kevin Moore on at least two occasions.
It 1s my understanding that on each of those occasions, GIBBS was communicating to attorney
Moore that we should join forces and be allies 1n an action against the Institute's Board members.
Based upon my conversations with GIBBS, he was aware that Kevin Moore represented me. To

my knowledge,



at no time did Kevin Moore ever provide GIBBS with permuission to directly communicate with
me regarding these matters. However, I did not know the rules of attorney conduct or think that
GIBBS needed the permission of Kevin Moore.

20.  Ag set forth more fully below, between mid-May 2014, and the end of December,
2014, I had approximately 40 conversations with GIBBS. On many ol those occasions, I would
speak with John Stancil and indicate to him that [ would like to talk to GIBBS. John Stancil would
then send a text message to GIBBS, who at some point thereafter would telephone me and we
would have a conversation about what was transpiring and what my goals and intent was. A
constant theme of our communications was my intent and desire to communicate directly with the
women who had posted statements about me on Recovering Grace. I repeatedly apprised GIBBS
and emphasized the importance of the scriptural mandate to meet privately and seek reconcihation
on an individual basis. By using the term reconciliation, I always meant that in a personal and
private meeting, we could find the truth and make peace, even if [ was falsely accused of events or
occurrences which had no or littie basis in reality. GIBBS always responded by confirming that he
was working with me on that goal and objective. He repeatediy advised me that he had tried to talk
to or was going to talk to the women whe made accusations against me and that he was still
waiting for call backs.

My communications with David Gibbs, [TI*

21. On May 15, 2015, I sent an email communication entitled, “Potential Legal
Action!!” to my friends and supporters Dr. John Stancil, Ralph Hudgens, Dr. Anthony Burrns. A
copy of that correspondence 1s attached at page 2 of Exhibit 9. The email I sent to Dr. John
Stancil went throngh his nephew and Administrative Assoctate, Jared Stancil. Jared Stancil, in

turn, forwarded my May 15, 2015, email to GIBBS approximately half an hour laier. That

! All dates set forth herein are to the best of my knowledge, information and belief but it is possible
that they are not exact.



evening, GIBBS responded to Jared Stancil in the communication attached as Exhibit 9, who 1
tum forwarded the communication of GIBBS to me on Saturday, May 16, 2015. Upon reading the
communication from GIBBS, it appeared to me that he was going to assist me in my desire to
return 1o my position as Director and President of IBLP, even calling himself "a possible witness.”
From what I read there, he was of the opinion that as the Founder, I had authority to appoint and
remove Board members and authority to reinstate myself to the Board. According to GIBBS, as
the founder of an ecclesiastical organization, I had rights for the remainder of my life. Ialso
agreed with GIBBS that IBLP should not sell any property or move to Texas. Upon reading all
this, | was encouraged that an attorney with the prominence of GIBBS would be interested in
assisting me in my endeavor to return to my mission at IBLP.

22, On or about Friday, May 15, 2015, T had a telephone conversation with GIBBS.
I explained to him my desire to be reinstated to the Institute and to continue with my commitment
of ongoing fraining to Institute alumm. He and I discussed several ways that could be
accomplished legally, including making claims of financial mismanagement, violating the
Institute’s Founders Authority, and other arguments that were similar to his email communication.

23.  Onorabout Monday, May 18, 2015, T had another telephone conversation with
GIBBS. He provided me with further counsel and recommendations and said that “we need to sue
the Board.” He ended with, “Let’s meet.” I agreed.

24. On Tuesday. May 19, 2015, GIBBS and his Associate, Christine Field, came to my
house. Dr. Roger Blair was present at my home when they arrived. There, we met and discussed a
potcntial lawsuit against the Institute. He was recommending actions such as conspiracy to
defrand, private use of assets, breach of coniract with donors, violations of fiduciary
responsibility, and other potential claims. It was my understanding that he was going to use those

claims as leverage to get me back on the Institute’s Board and return te my role as President and
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Leader of the Institute, GIBBS, Dr. Blatr, and ! then went to lunch at Boston Market in Westmont,
Illinois. To the best of my recollection, Christine Field had somewhere else to go and did not join
us, as [ do not recall her saying anything. At Boston Market, we further discussed plans on how he
could help me return as the Leader at the Institute. At the dinner meefing of May 19, 2015, at
Boston Market, I recall that both Roger Blair and GIBBS ordered meatloaf and 1 ordered sweet
potatoes with a vegetable, which I often mux together with gravy. A copy of the receipt from that
evening is aftached as Exhibit 10. We talked at length about the allegations that were posted on
Recovering Grace. We talked specifically about some of the posts from women who are now
plaintiffs and what | could recall about those individuals and about what information I had as to
why those statements were false and wrong. That included the names of some family members
and witnesscs that knew the truth. In addition to discussing those allegations, we discussed at
length my desire to return to the Institute’s Board. We discussed the people who supported me in
that endeavor, which included Board members John Stancil and Anthony Burrus. We also
discussed at some length, the other Board members, where they came from, how they got on the
Board, and what I thought they were thinking. We also discussed at length what the current Board
members were planning to do with the assets of the Institute. We discussed their desire to sell
property in Oak Brook and Nashville, Tennessee, as well as their desire to move the Institute to
Texas. I knew the Board Members that supported that agenda, and those that did not, and I 1old
GIBRBS that. GIBBS talked openly about his own ministry as a lawyer and discussed at some
length how other founders of multi-national ministries had been attacked, naming, in particular,
Bob Jones of the Bob Jones University of South Carolina, as well as Fames Dobson from the
Focus on the Family Ministry. It appeared to me that GIBBS was experienced in dealing with
issues that I was confronted with and that he would be the best choice to assist me in achieving my

objectrve of resolving 1ssues with the promoters behund the Recovering Grace website, as well as

11



the purported victims they solicited. GIBBS advised me not to be discouraged and that he knew
how to work through thoge problems. I had no reason not fo believe him, just the opposite. He
confirmed his belief that T was wronged and that like other ministry leaders, there are always
people out there who want to destroy what 1 had developed and they would go to great lengths to
do that. We also discussed, at length, how we could convince the members of the Board, that it
was in the Institutc’s best interest to retum me to my position and resolve the controversy created
by those who were attacking myself and the Institute, At no time at that meeting or at any of the
subsequent conversations I had with GIBBS, did he ever state or suggest that he would ever use
this information against me. It was not until later that | knew that GIBBS was representing any of
the women named in the pending suit, or any of the other people who posted negative entries
within Recovering Grace. Before we left, I told GIBBS how cxcited and joyful I was that he was
taking up my side. I told him that I was rejoicing that he came to me and was willing to help me. I
truly meant that as I thought we were working as a team, and continued to thiok that way from
many months.

25, On or about May 25, 2015, I'had a telephone conversation with GIBBS and Dr.
John Stancil. To the best of my recollection, we discussed what could be used in drafting a
complaint to help get me back on the Institute Board. We spoke by phone again on May 29, 2015
about the donors that would support us and we talked about sending them a letter.

26.  On or about May 30, 2015, I corresponded by email to GIBBS and John Staneil. in
that correspondence, I thanked GIBBS for calling the prior evening and stated that [ was pleased
to hear his perspective on the matter of appealing to the Board. | referred to a letter that would
accompany an appeal o the donors. I included a draft of such a letter suggesting that GIBBS was
free to change it as he wanied. I specifically then staied I am also sending you a copy of the

lawsuit that it [sic] was drawn up by the other lawyer. The only part that may apply to the donors

12



if this matter gets that far, would be Count IIL, Breach of Fiduciary Duty.” A copy of that
correspondence, with all appended exhibits, is attached as Exhibit 11. In that email, I attached a
copy of the first draft complaint that was prepared by Kevin Moore. GIBBS later told me that he
"could do much better than that." | followed up later that night with a follow up message. See
Exhibit 11A, attached. T was encouraged because [ believed GIBBS was more than capabie of

preparing a very well written and sophisticated complaint, which would induce the Board to return
me to my position at the Institute. | wanted to keep working with him and hoped to hear from him
soon. [ began thinking that John Stancil’s opinion that GIBBS was the best lawyer to help me was
right.

27.  On or about Wednesday, June 3, 2015, I had another telephone conversation with
GIBBS regarding the need to put pressure on the Board to follow the Institute’s Articles of
Incorporation and Bylaws.

28.  Onor about June 3, 2015, GIBBS corresponded to the Institute’s Board Members
and provided me with a copy. In that correspondence, GIBBS represented that he had been
contacted by a number of “major donors to the Institute” and in addition thereto a number of ladies
who considered themselves to be victims of IBLP, as well as representatives of the Recovering
Grace website and other online media. He states that the collective concems of those divergent
individuals focus on the administrative and financial decisions being made by the Board. As a
result, he was seeking “pre-suit mediation.” In regards to myself on page 2, he states that the
Board handied the organization’s public image regarding incidents in a poor manner and criticized
the independent Baptist organization with a “suspect reputation” (apparently including his own
father, David Gibbs, Jr.). His major concern was the “mass liquidation of the assets” of the IBLP
without a plan for use of these funds. He made various demands upon the Board and then

requested that they execute a “mediation agreement.” He threatened that if he does not get what



he requests by Friday, June 12, 2015, to file an emergency motion to preserve the status quo.

- A copy of the GIBBS correspondence is attached as Exhibit 12. Although I did not agree with
everything GIBBS said in that letter, | also wanted to preserve the status quo and wanted Christian
mediation.

29. On June 8, 2015, GIBBS sent a letter to the Institute’s Board, and I recetved
a copy. There, he points out that Mr. Barth does not represent any of the Board Members
individually, or myself, but that he represeﬁts the Institute corporately as general counsel.
Although he says that he does not represent me, he then states that I personally contacted him and
committed to attend the mediation. He states that 1 agree with many of his concemns expressed in
my letter to the IBLP Board, the June 3, 2015, letter attached as Exiubit 12. He states, “Dr.
Gothard, the Founder of IBLP, believes that you men are looting and mismanaging the
organization in a manner that violates the law. His testimony alone will most likely allow this
litigation to move to a jury for adjudication. I would encourage you men to seriously consider the
risk that you are taking by ignoring the donors, the victims, the Founder, and the IRS on these
fiduciary decisions that you are making on behalf of the 501(¢)(3) non-profit organization.™ My
read of this letter was that although he confirmed that he was not representing me (which was a
surprise), he was attempting Lo resolve all issues with the women who had raised concerns in the
Recovering Grace website, as well as preventing the Board from engaging in activity detnmental
to the Institute’s mission and ideals. A copy of the June 8, 20135, letter is attached as Exhibit 13.

30. On or about June 11, 2015, I had a telephone conversation with GIBBS about a
court case that | was aware of against a non-profit for financial mtsmanagement and how that case
could be applied with the Board Members of the Institute.

31 On or about Monday, June 15, 2015, I spoke with GIBBS who wantcd to know

how the Board was responding to his last letter. We discussed how we could ask a court to put a
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restraining order on the Board Members to prevent them from selling local properties. We
discussed what those properties were and their potential sale. We discussed the 120-acre Oak
Brook headguarters of the Institute and the Institute’s Nashville training center.

32, On or about Friday, June 19, 2015, 1 received a telephone call from Dr. John
Stancil. As indicated above, I knew that Dr. John Stancil was on close terms with GIBBS.

Dr. Stancil advised me that GIBBS was wniting another letter to the Board. I knew that John
Stancil was on close terms with GIBBS and believed the three of us were all working together as a
team.

33. On or about Wednesday, June 24, 2015, GIBBS suggested for the first time that he
could bring in women to sue the Institute for claims of misconduct. I disagreed that this would be
a proper approach. He asked me questions about the women and I provided information and facts
about them. [ am sure we discussed Gretchen Wilkinson or her mother.

34, On or about Monday, July 6, 2015, GIBBS called me and said he wanted to talk
about some women who posted allegations on the Recovering Grace websie. Although I cannot
specifically recall which ones or how many women we discussed on this particular date, during the
spring and summer of 2015, [ know that I discussed many of the women who are now named as
Plaintiffs in the pending litigation with GIBBS. I recall specifically that we had multiple
conversations about Gretchen Wilkinson. We discussed at length how [ had communicated with
Gretchen’s mother and how Gretchen’s own mother would refute allegations made by Gretchen
Wilkinson. We also discussed who the manager was on the property at that time, and also other
witnesses who were there with Gretchen, and that they could refuic her allegations.

35. We discussed an individual who I believe is now named in the lawsuit as one of the
Jane Does. [ told him many details about this person, including how T communicated with her

family and investigated allegations that she was subjected to abuse. [ also told GIBBS about how

-
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a Board member had written to her and other facts that refuted false allegations she made.

36. I spoke with GIBBS at length about Rachel Lees. 1 told him about when she was
at the headquarters and all of the training that she received, how she was able to successfully
become a teacher of students with English as a second language. I discussed with GIBBS my
conversations with Rachel Lees and her husband. We discussed my September 23, 2014,
communication with Raghel and the content of letters she sent to me in 1993, which affirmed her
friendship and appreciation of me. (See attached Exhibits 14 gmd 15). Rachel sent me these
letters, (Exhibit 15), twa or three vears after she was last at the Institute, with no reference of any
alleged harassment.

37.  Talso specifically recall discussing someone who posted on Recovering Grace
under a pseudo-name, who I now believe is one of the Jane Does in this litigation. I discussed my
attempts to communicate with her and her mother directly. (See attached Exhibit 5), T told
GIBBS that in 2012, this person and her mother asked the moderators of Recovering Grace to
remove her posting from that website.

38.  AlthoughI 1'ecaﬁllldiscussing with GIBBS at some length other postings within the
Recovering Grace website, | cannot recall the spéciflcs at this time. However, 1 sent other emails
and documents beginning in May 20135, and for months thereafter. See, Exhibits 24-3(} attached
hereto:

o Exhibit 24 — my email to GIBBS dated May 27, 2015, where | communicate with
him regarding the-Bates family with the Duggars and Steven Paine, institute Board
member. I believe [ also forwarded to GIBBS the Curriculum Vitac of St Steven
Paine;

» Exhibit 25 — my email to GIBBS dated June 8, 2015, enclosing Exhibit 25A, which

was a proposed letter to the Board;

16



Exhibit 26 — my email to GIBBS, which was sent on May 30, 2015, along with an
attachment (see Exhibit 11B);

Exhibii 27 — my email to GIBBS dated July 13, 2015, regarding the interest of the
“donors™ to go forward. My reference to the “other approach” was in regards to the
suggestion by GIBBS to bring an action against the Institute, (but never me), on
behalf of the women who had posted on Recovering Grace;

Exhibit 28 — I received an email back in December, 2014, from a very important
donor and forwarded that to GIBBS on July 16, 2015. The donor’s proposed letter
to the members of the Institute’s Board 1s also attached as Exhibit 28 A;

Exhibit 29 — I sent an email to GIBBS on September 14, 2015, entitled “Case
documents!” In that email communication, I referenced our “recent talk,” stating
that this was the week that action needed to be taken because of the Board’s plan to
relocate to Big Sandy, Texas. I enclosed a number of documents, which are
attached to Exhibit 29, including an “appeal to the judge.” the “authority structure
of the Institute in Basic Life Principles,” “legal action — against an out of control
faction on the TBLP Board of Directors that has seized control, and is knowingly
and willfully dissolving the corporation,” a letter dated September 2, 2015, from
Raiph Hudgens, also an email I received on September 5, 2015, from an important
and concerned donor, including a proposed letter to Dr. Paine and members of the
[BLP Board, which was dated September 4, 2015, a statement regarding
resignation that was posted on the IBLP website, and a May 17, 2014, summary of
“Steps toward reconciliation and restoration,” along with my report pertaining
thereto of September 9, 2015, outlimng my accomplishments pertaining thereto;

Exhibit 30 - my correspondence to GIBBS, with a copy to John Stancil, which I
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sent after 1 reviewed the first complaint GIBBS filed in this action.

39. He also stated he needed to know the names of donors and that the donors could be
used as part of the complaint against the Board. I also advised GIBBS that I was uncomfortable
about him bringing up the names of women in conjunction with a possible lawsuit against the
Board. 1told him that to the extent any such women made any such allegations against me, I
wanted to consult with them directly and follow the scripture at Matthew 18, so that we could
have a direct reconciliation. GIBBS told me that he would try to arrange it. [ thought we were
both working together for such a resolution.

40. On or about Friday, July 10, 2015, I had a telephone call with Dr. John Stancil
about what GTBBS was planning. According to Dr. Stancil, GIBBS was going to use the donors in
his complaint against the Institute’s Board Members.

41.  On or about Saturday, July 11, 2015, GIBBS needed email addresses of donors and
they were sent to him by someone helping me at the time.

42.  Onorabout Monday, July 13, 2015, GIBBS and I discussed his conversation with a
major Institute donor, who provided suggestions as to how 1o proceed. GIBBS advised that he was
going to proceed with a restraining order against the members of the Board. [ offered to send any
complaint he drew up to all of the donors.

43, On or about Tuesday, July 14, 2015, GIBBS advised me that it was going to be
difficult to obtain an injunction to stop the sale of the Nashville property. We talked about the fact
that he received a letter from a major donor.

44.  On or about Wednesday, July 15, 2015, GIBBS left me a message saying that he
had an idea and that he would later call to talk 10 me about it.

45, Onor about Wednesday, July 29, 2015, T was apprised by Dr. John Stanei! that

GIBBS told himn that he was contemplating going forward with a complaint with the women who
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had posted complaints on the Recovering Grace website, but not the donors. Stancil advised me
that GIBBS felt that was the best way 10 the get the attention of the Board, but that it would be
used for the purpose of getting my remstatement.

46. T also had numerous discussions and conversations with GIBBS about the Board
members themselves, as individuals. I can recall that we discussed the current Institute’s president,
Tim Levendusky, who took over my Board position when I temporarily took a leave of absence
from the Board. We discussed his background and experience and his prior invelvement with the
Institute. We also discussed John Stancil, who GIBBS knew very well and that John Stancil was
fully behind my reinstatement to the Board. We also discussed Board member, Anthony Burrus,
and how Anthony Burrus was my supporter and also agreed with John Stancil that [ should be
reinstated to the Board. We had extensive discussions regarding Board member, Charles Steven
Paine, M.D. I described to GIBBS ai some length how Dr. Paine first came to the Institute with a
troubled marriage and family. We discussed how and why Dr. Paine allowed his medical license
to lapse while he was at the Institute, and we discussed his children and Dr. Paine’s ultimate
redemption with his family, children, and his return to the practice of medicine. We also discussed
Dr. Paine’s daughter-in-law, who was a troubled youth at the Institute and her redemption and
subsequent marriage to Dr. Paine's son. We also discussed, generally, the other Board members
and how they became involved with the Instituie and what their background and experience was.

47.  On August 3, 2015, L received a copy of a letter written by GIBBS to the Board. In
that correspondence, GIBBS now states that he represents certain female victims of IBLP and its
Board. He does not include my name in that correspondence and | am not identified as a target.
A copy thereof is attached as Exhibit 16.

48.  On Monday, August 10, 2015, GIBBS called me to find out what I knew about

what had occurred at a recent Institute Board meeting. He inquired about whether or not my
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reinstatement was being discussed or decided at that meeting. I advised him that to my knowledge,
my reinstatement was not discussed at the meeting.

49 On Tuesday, August 18, 2015, GIBBS reported to me that he was “appalled™ at the
attitude of the Board members. GIBBS advised me that the only way fo get the Board’s attention
and the force them to the table, was to bring allegations against the Institute from the women who
had posted information of harassment on the Recovering Grace website. | fervently disagreed with
that approach. He also reported to me that he would not be able to restrain the Board Members
from selling Institute real estate.

50. On or about Monday, September 7, 2015, GIBBS called me to discuss his father’s
meeting with me. However, no such meeting with David Gibbs, Ir. ever took place. GIBBS did
say that he would try to arrange a meeting between me and one of the women who had posted a
comment on Recovering Grace so that we could reconcile, as I had previously requested pursuant
to scripture.

51.  On or about Wednesday, September 9, 2015, GIBBS sent me a copy of a complaint
that he was seeking to file. [ was not named in the lawsuit and it was my undersianding that he
was threatening to bring the lawsuit for the purpose of getting both of us to sit down with the
members of the Board and to resolve differences. GIBBS agreed with me that the Board had
usurped its authority and GIBBS apprised me that he was geing to call the Institute’s General
Counsel, Robert Barth, and 1ssue him 2 warnung.

52, On or about Friday, September 18, 2015, GIBBS and [ discussed the Board’s
decision to move the Institute’s headquarters 10 a remoice location in Texas.

53. On or about October 13, 2015, someone I know sent GIBBS the legal description
of the Institute’s Nashville property, at his request. We also discussed Gretchen Wilkinson’s

possible claim against the Institute. I apprised GIBBS that she was lying and implored him to
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contact her mother who would affirm that her danghter had lied. We again discussed with GIBBS
the identity of other witnesses who had reported to me that Gretchen was lying.

54, On or about October 16, 2015, GIBBS had his associate email a draft complaint to
members of the Institute.

55. On or about October 18, 2015, GIBBS apprised me that he was going to file suit
against the Institute and that he would communicate further with Kevin Moore on that issue. He
requesied that I provide him with a copy of the Hinsdale Police FOIA letter pertaining to one of
the alleged female actions. We discussed that situation and I asked him to not file suit on behalf
of the women, but rather, on behalf of the donors instead. I then asked someone to provide
GIBBS with a copy of the Hinsdale Police FOIA response via email, which is attached as Exhibit
17.

56.  Omorabout October 19, 2015, I received a revised draft complaint prepared by my
attorney, Kevin Moore.

57. On or about Wednesday, October 21, 2015, T learned that GIBBS filed a lawsuit,
but that I was not named in the lawsuit. Subsequently, GIBBS pointed out to me that I was not
named as a Defendant and he told me that his only intent was to bring the Board “to the table.”

58. On October 24, 2015, GIBBS allowed his interview by “Spiritual Sounding Board”
to be published. A copy of that interview is attached as Exhibit 18, The first question posed in the
interview was “Are there plans to name Bill Gothard, himself, in a lawsuit at some point?” His
response speaks for itself, but he confirms that I was not Jegally connected with the organization,
stating "It 1s the Board’s decision if they bring him back into the organization.” He stated that
adding “Gothard to the lawsuit would make it more complicaied™ and that “litigation goes against
an organization with a goal of compensating victims™ not against an individual, such as Gothard.

59, On the mght before Thanksgiving, November 25, 2015, at about 9:15 p.m., [
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received an email communication from David Gibbs, III. (Exhibit 19). Attached to that email was
a draft of an Affidavit for me to sign. (Exhibit 19A). This affidavit came out of the blue and 1 had
no prior conversation with GIBBS about signing such an affidavit. It seemed urgent, so 1 called
GIBBS. During our conversation, I told him that I would not sign it, as it contained inaccuracies. I
asked him why he wanted an affidavit and he led me to believe that it was to be used to “put
pressure on the Board to reinstate me.” Additionally, he led me to believe that he needed the
affidavit to set up a private meeting with the women who had made allegations against me, such as
those named within his lawsuit against the Institute and the Board members. For reasons
unknown to me, GIBBS said that he had to have the affidavit “that night.” I told him that it was
crucial to me that the only purpose of the affidavit had to be so as to assist me in having a meeting
with these women pursuant to Matthew 18:15-17, and that to the extent that we could not resolve
any issues or claims that existed between those women and the IBLP Board, they should be
submitted to binding Christian mediation and resolution. He agreed with that purpose. He said he
would include that statement within a revised version. He also agreed that he would take out
paragraphs 4, 6, 7, 15, 18, 19, 20 and 28 of the first version he sent me. He then sent me a second
version around 10:30 p.m. that mght, which deleted paragraphs and included paragraph 24. It was
my understanding and belief that we were then going to try to establish meetings with these
women as well as the IBLP Board to resolve issues pursuant to scripture, and to the exteni
unresolved, we would submit ourselves to binding Christian mediation resolution. A copy of his
email is attached as Exhibit 20. For reasons unknown to me, the top half of the attached affidavit
was left blank. Later, GIBBS used that Affidavit as exhibit A 1o his Complaint and inserted the
caption of this cause, which also named me as a Defendant, even though I was not a named
Defendant in November, 2015. A copy of that blank and caption-less affidavit, which was attached

to Mr. Gibbs's email 1s attached here as Exhibit 21. When I stated that the written copy should be
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moved up to the top of the first page, he said “I need to have some legal things put above it.” At.
no time did [ ever see my affidavit with a court caption on it at all, and certainly not a court
caption that had my name listed as a Defendant. I was shocked when | saw the affidavit with a
court caption as Exhibit A to the Amended Complaint.

60.  Onor about Tuesday, December 1, 2015, I had a discussion with GIBBS and asked
him what his objectives really were. He then spoke for the first time about getting money for his
clients and getting his legal fees paid. I was dismayed to hear him say that.

61.  On December 14, 2015, 1 sent an email to GIBBS informing him of my concerns
with the lawsuit he filed against the Institute. A copy of that email is attached as Exhibit 22,
(bottom). GIBBS did not respond. On hearing no response, on December 20, 2015, I sent a follow
up email to GIBBS letting him know that T was waiting on his response and that I did not want
him to use the affidavit in the lawsuit against the Institute. A copy of that email is attached as
Exhibit 22, (top).

62.  On December 31, 2015, 1 mailed GIBBS a certified letter informing him that he did
not have my permission to use the signed affidavit in the litigation. A copy of that letter is attached
as Exhibit-23. In that letter, I stated, in part, that “the mother of your *star witness’ assured me
that her daughter hied about me. Several others will testify to this fact. 1 informed you about this
in the past.” I conclude, “also 1 want nothing to do with your amended lawsuit. Therefore,
hereby withdraw my permission for you to use my affidavit.”

63.  OnJanuary 6, 2016, GIBBS filed his Amended Complaint, including additional
Plaintiffs and also naming me as a Defendant. He used that affidavit | signed the night before
Thanksgrving as Exhibit A to his Amended Complaint. I was shocked. Between May, 2015 and
December, 2015 I provided GIBBS with extensive information directly related to the claims he

filed and defenses thereto.
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Under penalties as provided by law pursuant 1o Section 1-109 of the Illinois
Code of Civil Procedure, the undersigned certifies that the statements set forth in
this instrument are true and correct, except as (o matlers therein siated 1o be on
information and belief and as to such matters the undersigned certifies as
aforesaid that he verily believes the same to be true.

e L

fﬂ iam W. Go




Cobo Hal in Detroit was one of sixteen coliseums across America that were filled each year

The Seminar in California filled the Long Beach Arena, with an overflow of five thousand.
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Recovering Grace (s a Christian organization dedicated to heiping those affected by the teachings of Bill Gothard,
the Instituta in Basic Life Principles {IBLP), and the Advanced Training Instifute (AT!). As the foundafional statement

THE GOTHARD FiLER

Cur Beliefs

Moderator
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of our faith, we adhere to bolh the Aposlles and Nicene creads.

We are evangelical in doctrine and practice, and thus we hold to the following:

= We believe that the Bible is the inspired, infallible, authoritative Word of God.

a W belisve that there is one eternal God existing as Father, Son, and Holy Spirlt.

s« We believe thatJesus Christ was conceived of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He took upon Himself
human nature, and through His death on the cross madea provision for the redemption of men from sin, He was
raised from the dead with a glorified body, he ascended info heaven, and is now exalted at the right hand of
God. He will retum in power and giory to judge the wortd and to complsate His redemptive mission.

» We believe thal the regensrating work of the Holy Spiritis absclutely essential for Salvation.

= We believe that Christians are able to live God-honoring lives only through e puwesr uruie Holy Spirit.

» We belleve that both the saved and the lostwill one day be raised from the dead; the saved to life eternal and

the lost to eternal punishment

x We believe i the spiritual unity of all believers in our L.ord Jesus Christ,

Although these are the officially held doctrines of our ministry, the reality is that former ATl students fall along a
wide spectrum of theolagical, spiritual, and behavioral worldviews. Recovering Grace publishes articles written by
former ATl students across this spectrum. While we may not endorse every author's personal beliefs or lifestyle, we
believe that each one has a valid story to share of their experience within Gothard's programs and the results of his

teachings.
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QOur Mission

Recovering Grace is an online organization devoted to helping people whose lives have been impactad by the
tsachings of Bill Gothard, the Institute in Basic Life Principles (IBLP), and the Advanced Training Institute (AT}
Recovering Grace provides a unique perspective in that it was founded and is operated by adults {and their
spouses) who were raised as children in Bill Gothard's Advanced Training Institute. We all have attended Bifl
Gothard's seminars, and most of us served within the IBLP organization in some form or fashion, Among the
members of our team are pasiers. lawyers, tleachers., accountanis, businessmen, and stay-at-home moms. We
have all taken different journeys, butwe all have ong thing in common: We survived ATl {For more about who and
wiat Bilf Gothard. IBLF, and ATl is, visit our FAQ seclion}.

Some of us had pretty great parents who, by the mercy of God, were able to bring balance to Bill Gothard's
legalism. Te this group, survival means that they graduated high schoeol and moved on. However, many of those
invalved with our site survived physical andfor sexual abuse that causes nightmares and frauma even today. Some

survived spiritual abuse at home or raining centers that has left them with years of untangling who God s, whether
faith is worth having, and whether church and religion are anything more than a cosmic joke. Others have survived
emational abuse, being told that they weren't good enough, weren't pretiy enough, didn’t look right, or
whatever, To these people, survival means a lot more. it means there is a lot of hurt, guiit, and pain that is deaft with

i
_E
every day. I
i

Together, we have decided it is time to speak out Cthers have dene so before in books, magazing articles, and
websites. 3till, they couldn’t speak from the perspactive we can. They wrote about Bill Gothard’s ministry from the ;
outside. We write about it from the inside. They observed our legalism and trivu w wenr wu Jamities. We lived in
lagalism and wish we'd listened sooner.

We have identified 3 groups of people as our farget audience:

hitp:ifwww recoveri nggrace.orglour-mission/ "7
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The Entrapped—those who are stilt fuily involved with
IBLP ang ATI, We seek to warn, plead, and persuade
them to ieave behind the shackles of legalism and walk
in the Joy that comes in seeking a vibrant relationship
with the living Christ.

The Seeking—parents who are asking guestions and
students who are trying to determine what they believe
about crifical issues. Our goal is to prdvicie sound
teaching, especially in the areas emphasized by Bill
Gothard. We want 1o help safely guide these people

from bondage fo freedom without the fear and anguish
that tend to accompany such & journey,

The Recovering—those who have Jeft ATl or IBLP and are still working through spiritual, emotional, and
theological issues related to their involvement. We desire to help those in this group “repragram” according fo fhe
truths found in God's word. Many of us are still healing, and we wantio go through this journey together.

So, whearever you ﬁnd"lyourself, we hope this project and our website is a bigssing to your iife. His indeed a labor of
love, bathed in prayer and dedicated to the glory of God.

All articles on this site reflect the views of the author(s) and do not necessarily reflect the views of other
Recovering Grace contributors or the leadership of the site. Students who have survived Gothardism
tend to end up at a wide variety of places on the spiritual and theological spectrum, thus the diversity of
opinions expressed on this website reflects that. For our official statement of beliefs, click here.

hitpfhvww recoveringgrace orgiour-mission
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Exploited Innocence: Sexual Harassment at HQ 4

20 April 2012, 66:00 Moderator

Editor’s Note: While most of our articles this maonth
have focused on sexual abuse, thig article focuses
specifically on sexual harassment experienced
while in the employment of Bill Gothard. The
dictionary defines sexual harassment as, “The
persistent unwelcome directing of sexual remarks
and looks, and unnecessary physical contact ata
person, usually a woman, especially in the
workplace.” This is Part One of a4 two-part articie
documenting sexuzal harassment within the Institute.
Follow-up articles with similar tastimonies include:
Another Witness; Third Witness; and A Call to
Repentance.

Iwas an AT {Advanced Training Ihstitute) student in Advanced EXCEL at the Dailas Training Center and was
headed to college in the fall. Gothard called me down 1o his office o ask aboui my plans for the future and asked
me to defer college enroliment to come write a series of courses in my intended area of college study for the new
Telos program atthe institute in Basic Life Principles (IBLP). | believed myseff ungualified fo tzke on a projectof
that scholarship and magnitude, but Gothard was insistent that | was chosen by . this materfal, and
to do so specifically at IBLF Headquarters in Oak Brook, iL. Meanwhile, Gothard wanted me fo attend a Character

First conference with him in Oklahoma thal weekend. Later | would understand thatl these invitations wers based
on my physical appearance, not my ressarch and writing skills.

That weekend at the Oklahoma City Training Center, | gotan infroduction to Gothard’s conduct with young female
apprenticeship students wha caught his eye. Gothard and the center director showed me o my room thaifirst night,
and after some small tatk the center director waited awkwardly for Gothard to teave the room with him. Instead of
departing, Gothard walked me to the far side of the bedroom. The director shuffled his feet by the door and
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appeared to be making every decorous effort to indicate it was tima o lsave. The cenler director eventfually
departed, visibly uncomfortable with the situation, and left me alone with Gothard. | fried o simply smile and nod as
Gothard took my hand in front of the window and talked about the wonderful opportuntties ahead for me. 1 was
alarmed, but had no idea how 1o object without causing a scene. He pressured me for a firm verbal commitment to

come to Haeadquarters, and | replied that it was not a decision | could make lightly or slone. After several minutes
he gave my hand a final squeeze and departed with a grin and a wink. | was 17 years old.

[ should have known then that | neaded to leave the situation, but by the end of the weekend | had convinced
myself that this was a man of God, that | was overmreacting, that holding my hand was a fatherly gesture, and that

Gothard hadn’t winked at a teenager in her bedroom but rather had something in his eye. | don't remember f
whether | even told my parents about this part of the weekend, | self-censored so effectively, ]
H

After | went home Gothard called my family's house regularky until it was determined that lwould go to :
Headguarters, and meanwhile | was invited to {ravel with him and other members of staff from Oak Brook to a

cenference tn San Jose, CA. Without having yet been assigned a specific job for San Jose, $ flew into Chicago, and
the group picked me up at O'Hare on their way out of town. Gothard, four male assistants, one other female

assistanl and | drove t"@}. the West Coast ATl conierence over several days, and | entered the queasy wordd of
Gothard's young female traveling companions.

Gothard fouched the rﬁhergirl and me regularly and with increasing frequency. At first he merely offered a hand to
help us in or out of the van, and laid his other hand on our backs as we entered or exited. Then he would hold

open a door and touch sach of our backs as we waiked through; this seermed fine the firsttime, but i wasn’t sure f
why it was necessary fo toluch both of our backs with full open hand every single time we walked through a door of
any kind. if there was bench seating, his thigh was closely pressed against mine or the other girl’s. He would take f
and hald my or her hand as we walked fo and from buildings, Without asking or announcing, he stroked my hair, If :
he was sitting opposite me in the van | would often look up o find him gazing at me, and then he would nudge my !
foot with his. twould smile nervousty, pull my foot back, and look back down at my papers. If he was seated nextto
me in the van he would resf his hand on my forearm or reach over io hold my hand. Hearned to hotd my papers in |

whichever hand was ciosest o him.

He ook his shoes off and suggested that the group in the back of the van do the same.  thought he was justbeing
casual until he started playing "footey” with me in front of the others. Thersafier | kept my shoes on with toas curled !
it secure them and unsuccessfully tried to angie my legs away from him, butthe man has a taleni for cornering a

girl’s foot in a small space. t could netfigure out how to avoid it without making & scene. | struggled to recongile the

cognitive dissonance hefween assisting the head of a ministry and tnving 1o gracefully fend off a persisieni volley of
(usually successful) attempts at physical contact. '

On the third day of the trip | called my parents from a pay phone at 2 Cracker Barrel. | ieft a massage about how :
Gothard kept touching me and fryving to engage me in long, intimate gazes, and how | didn't know what to do about ?
it. By the time | called my parents fram San Jose on the fifth day they were frantic, but Gothard had repeatediy
admonished me that | should give them a good report "even if | was fired.” Since sach of the individual incidents

that so troubled me seemec minar, 1 told my parents I'd just been tired when | left the message and must have
misunderstood the situations. 1 assumed | was just a sheltered girl entering a more sophisticated world.

In San Jose, atfirst| had no task aside from waiting for Gothard to summon me and the others in our pany o his
room at midday, atthough | was eventually able to get an assignment working atthe book tables in the gvenings. |
never had a problam with Gothard fouching me on the conference ficar, when we encountered AT families at the
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hotel, or when someone produced a camera. He confined his touch and gaze to times whean we were with the core
fraveling group in tha van orin his suite,

On the trip back fo Oak Brook we stopped at a restaurant with a gitt shop, and Gothard put his arm around my
waist, waved his arm, and said he’d buy me anything in there | wanted. | thanked him, declined, and excused
myseif. | feared that a gift would indebt me in a way that | could not ariculate, but that | knew | did notwant, |
rejoined the group when | was able to make mysedf laugh and smile again, as Gothard had rebuked me earlier for
not appearing cheerful encugh.

After | returned home that summer Gothard confinued to call, and | convinced myselfthatI'd just been overly fired
and smotional on the trip. He again convinced my family that God was calling me {o compilete this projectfor Telos,

and that the project was very important 1o him perscnaily because of some of his father's dying instructions.

Cnce | was at Headquarters it becamea immediately clear that no one in the Telos program was interested in or had
even been informed of this project. | threw myself inlo reviewing and organizing the raw research I'd assembled

and began to write whatl was supposedly there to write. Gothard would summon me atvarious imes ofdayand ¢+ %
late info the night fo help him with correspondence, butmy dufies in his office usually inciuded being petted on the
arm or hair. | fried to keep a desk between him and myself, but that strategy was only intermittently effective. {

submitted the first part of the course | was creating for review by the relevant supervisor, and to the best of my

knowledge itwas never even read. The project had been killed behind the scenes before I'd submitied any
material at all, and Gothard had approved this canceliation meonifis before without telting me. Too slowly { realized
that | had notf been invited to Headquarters as a course wriler, but as a decorative obiect | had the kind of failored
suits and iong curly hair that Bill Gothard liked. He continued to take me to meetings and invite me to his office at
night, and | tried to find any viable excuse to avoid being ajone with him. Simply refusing the head ofthe ministry
wag not an oplion in this very hierarchical environmeant, and ai the time | was not aware of any other young
members of staff who had successiuliy done so.

What | did not know was thatin the Summer and Fall of 1997, after the San Jose conference and around the time |
arrived at Headguarters, the father of one of the young men on the San Jose trip had approached the IBLP Board
with a spectrum of concerns about Gothard’s conduct, particularly his penchant for taking young girls on road frips

and conducting himself in a questionable manner with them while on those tips. | do not know what Gothard’s
verbal or written response was to the Board when presented with thege cancerns, but l know firsthand that his
conduct with me and cther young women did not atter in the months after the Board asked him to change his
behavior, The other girls and | were all between 15 and 24 years of age.

i stayed and worked at Headquarters because it was foo late for me to start college that year, and because |
wanted to make a success of my firstjob. { stopped explaining away Gothard's creepy and invasive behavior with
young women, aithough 1 believed myself powerless to do anything about it. | repeatedly saw him initiate long
hand-holding sessions with varous young women on staff wherein he would rub and massage their hands as he
gazed into their eyes, ] heard him praise two of my housemates effusively for their “discipline of figure” after one of
tham lost weight during a serious illness and the other started exhibiting all symptoms of full-on anorexia nervosa,
while other girls were "reassigned” from Headguarters for becoming loo heavy. |tantatively discussed Gothard's
hypertactile behavior with givls who were or had been in my place. | saw gids rotate on and off of Gothard’s roster
offavaored companions and stepped trying to convince myself that every brush of his hand against a thigh must be
a unique accident, There were always between two and six girls on this rotation, and { couldn’t figure ocuthow to
get off ofit.

httpiiwww recoveringgrace.org/201 2/04/explcited-Innocencef A7
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ity solution to this was to become somewhat sury. This was, of course, nota great plan, but it did lessen the

number of invitations to Gothard's office, and | went on fewer trips. Gothard assigned me to rewrite a footnote about
divorca for an upcoming edition of the Zodhiates study Bible, and [declined on the grounds thatl did nothave
adequate linguistic expertise. Gothard assigned me to ahswer a couple of fetters with advice thati could not
endorse, and i let the letters die in a drawer instead. | tried fo find a space between being a favorite and being seen
as obstinate, which is 2 much smafiler space than one might expect. Nevertheless, | was still on the escort rotation,

seemingly because | still fit Gothard’s favared physical profile. i

The way out was photo day. { was ill the day staff piciures were taken, and my photo was of a pale, sweaty girl with
sunken eyes and a chapoed smile squinting through giasses. These were fo be the photos Gothard viewed and
prayed over gach morning, and | was never called to his office again.

A well-imed virus had accomplished what all my passive aggression could not, and | was finally off Gothard's list
of favorite objects.

! B

Click here for Part 2 of this article: “Sexual Harassment: Aren’t you making too big an issue of this?”

f A

See how the experiences Ruth, Annette, Charlotte, Rachel, Meg, Lizzie, and Grace had with Bill Gothard fit ;

together chronalogically here, and behaviorally here. L
Lizzie's parenis first aflended the Basic Youth Conflicts Seminars in the 1970s, and her family was enrolied in ‘ e
the ATl program for most of the 1890s. Between 1994 and 1998 she spent saverai manths atthe indianapolis

H . :

i and Dallas Training Centers, worked al IBLP seminars in five states, and served at the Moscow Training Do fe
Center. She worked at IBLP Headqguarters in Oak Brook. IL, 1997-98, Lizzie graduated frorm Moody Bible -
institute and did graduate work atWheaton College. : R
If this sexual abuse series brings up any emotions that you would fike to process with a professional :
counselor, please ¢-mall us at: support@recoveringgrace.org. We would be happy o recommend some _ "
prefessional counselors who are associated with the Recovering Grace ministry and whe are familiar
with the fundamentalist background of ATl and IBLP, s

: 1
- fe
-
Al articies on this site reflect the views of the author{s) and da not necessarily refiect the views of other
Resovering Grace contributors or the leadership of the site, Students who have survived Gothardism
tend to end up at a wide varisty of placee on the epiritual and theological spectrum, thus the diversity of f s
opinions expressed on this wehsite reflects that For our official statement of beliefs, click here. j
Featured Article When the Umbrella Breaks: Sexual Abuse in ATI 2
Advanced Training Institute AT Basic Seminar Bible g8ill Gothard college w
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From: Liz 4Ny oM cast. net]
Sent: Monday, May 07, 2012 10:55 PM
To: Bill Gothard

Subject: Recovering Grace Retraction

Dear Mr. Gothard,

We are sending you our request to pull Emily’s post on Recovering Grace. | have copied and pasted it below. | hope we
covered everything you requested. If there is anything else you think we can do to remedy the situation, please let us
know. If they refuse to pull the post, | will make another post myself stating the concerns we talked about.

Just so you know, my husband has asked us to forego attending the conference this year because of medical finances. |
didn’t want you 1o think we were not coming over this situation. He actually mentioned this to me over a week ago.

We were so excited to see that lim Schettler is speaking. We heard the Ahithophel message he preached last August in
Indianapolis at the Majesty Music Conference at Burge Terrace Baptist Church, right before we came up to Chicago. |
guess we will just have to get the DVDs when they come out later this year.

I am very sorry for all the stir as a result of the posts and think a good lesson has been learned about internet
communication. | would appreciate your prayers on behalf of Emily and her health since these kinds of incidents can
give her troubie in the days following an emotional upheaval. She is taking extra probiotics tonight|

Thank you for your call today. My husband read the posts when he got home and we spent some time talking about
further ways to get help to restore our family.

-

Dear Moderators:

This is & and Wil who posted on the Sexual Harassment at HQ article. Mr. Gothard has been in contact with us
concerning the posts we made. He pointed out that we did not give a complete picture of our visit there last summer,
and we agreed that some information was not included. Everything we posted was as it happened, but for sake of
length in the post, we didn’t give the total picture of how the ministry was trying to help us. This has been a point of
offense to Mr. Gothard, and we feel like we should comply with his request to delete the posts since they are seeming to
cause a great amount of damage in a way that we did not originally intend. Therefore, we are asking that s
original post be deleted. Mr. Gothard and we are requesting that the moderators state that “this post was deleted due
to incomplete information”.

The information Wil did not include in her post concerned the fact that Mr. Gothard did indeed contact my husband
twice—once to ask permission for #ifilil§ to come to HQ, and again while we were there. My husband actually initiated
the second contact requesting that we return home, but during that call Mr. Gothard did discuss the family issues which
were the reason for our seeking his help. While we were there, Mr. Gothard also did contact two physicians concerning
Emily’s heaith issues. We talked with someone from Vonner Health Services on speaker phone in Mr, Gothard’s office,
so | am guessing this was one of the doctors he referred to. At that time, Mr. Gothard ordered and the ministry paid for
$1,000.00 worth of supplements which he gave to us free of cost in an effort to help QEy’s health condition. i could
not pay for this and kindly refused the offer, but he asked that we go ahead and take the products and give them a try.

In retrospect, the sexuat harassment article probably was not the appropriate place for our concerns to be aired as {
stated in my post) this was not the impetus for our posts. In particuiar, we feel that the summary article’s statement on
sexual harassment about Wi being “inappropriately touched” was misleading. -was uncomfortable with some

1



gestures, but neither of us felt that these would be considered sexual harassment. We feel like Recovering Grace \%
overstepped its bounds by makmg the statement in the summary article without asking our permission to do so.

Thank you for your atention‘i@rthis mafier. We would appreciate a prompt resolution and ask that a response be made
In a timely manner.

Sincerely,

& and U

s

LTS

.....



From: MGA [mailio:mgs@ibip.org]
Sent: Monday, May 21, 2012 11:56 AM

To: G4l
Subject; Latter

Dear B and 4P,

Thank you so much for calling back Saturday and discussing the best response 1o your post. i am very grateful that we
can identify the real problem of putting everything under a false and malicious heading. This is certainly a false judgment
because it is totally opposite of my true motivation to work with young people over all of these years. :

Thank you also for going over the letter that | was going to send to the website. After further discussion with leadership
here, we feel it would be better not to send this letter but to have you take whatever you want and send your own letter
with the insistence that they remove the post because they are using it to support their false claims. | certainly
appreciate your kind and gracious response to this very serious situation.

if you have any further questions, | would be very happy to hear from you.
Through Christ our Lord,

Bilt Gothard

Here is the content of the letter:

Dear‘)

I want to thank you and your mother for the discussions that we have had regarding your post. 1
appreciate your affirming that many important factors were missing from it and also that it was placed in a
context that is not at all what you intended.

During the conference last August, we talked on three occasions. Each time vou told me about the
continuing conflict that vou were having with your father and about your suffering from Crohn’s disease. 1
knew that Crohn’s disease is largely caused by stress. Therefore, my number one objective was to assist you in
clearing up your Crohn’s disease by helping you get away from your stressful environment and also helping you
be reconciled with your father.

During the conference, 1 called your father and discussed the possibility of you coming to the
Headquarters. When you and your mother visited the Headquarters, I made a further phone call to your father.
He explained that from his perspective you and your mother were teamed up against him. Therefore, he was not
able to receive the respect that he wanted. I discussed this with you and also listened to your side of the
problem. This only confirmed to me the need for you to get away from the stress at home.

When [ realized that you were intent on returning home, 1 called a doctor and health professional to see
what counsel they could give to help you. They affirmed the need to be removed from stress and also
recommended some supplements that might help your Crohn’s disease. I ordered these products for you and
gladly paid the cost which was over $1,000.

3



None of these factors were mentioned in your post. You also mentioned that T would look at you during
conferences but did not explain that you always liked to sit in the front row. You reported that I invited you to
my “office” but did not describe the “office” which was a room off the lobby with floor-to-ceiling glass panels
so that anyone walking by could look in.

When we talked at the Headquarters your mother was almost always with you and she affirms that she
never felt like I had wrong motives.

1 did ask you to forgive me for making you feel uncomfortable and I am grateful for your forgiveness.
will continue to pray for your relationship with your father and your total health.

Sincerely,

Bill Gothard



MGA

From: -mmcast.net]
Sent: Monday, June 04, 2012 4:37 PM

To: MGA
Subject; RE: Letter/RG Post

Bear Mr. Gothard,

Recovering Grace finally deleted our posts and removed our names from other posters’ replies to us this past Friday.
Sadly, they would not comply with my request to delete the replies to our posts that are now no longer there, They
asked me to encourage you 1o try to make amends with the other posters, even if it has to be through the website. It is
prabably the only way it will ali get deleted.

& has been having some unusual sensations over the past week and is wondering if God is not doing a heafing wark
in her body. Please pray thet whatever is happening is truly healing and not another manifestation of iliness. Thank you
for your continued concern for us. We are praying for you, too. Feel free to call us if you feel the need to do so.

& & .

From: MGA [mailto:mga@iblp.org]

Sent: Monday, June 04, 2012 4:05 PM
To:
Subject: RE: Letter/RG Post

Dear @l and G,

Thank you so much fer your efforts to bring closure to this matter. § am praying for your health and God’s blessing upon
your family.

Through Christ our Lord,

Bill Gothard

From: Hmca. st.net]
Sent: Monday, May 28, 2012 B: M

To: MGA

Subject: RE: Letter/RG Post
Dear Mr, Gothard,

Below is a copy of an e-mail message | just sent (Mon. 8:35 pm CT) to the Recovering Grace moderator who goes by
“David”, with whom we have been in contact about rectifying the situation caused by our posts to their website. | have
asked for immediate removal {meaning tonight) of all posts and replies to and from us. Please feel free to contact me
again if you feel like we need to talk further. Praying far you and the conference this week.

Liz S
S orme

[

Dear “David”,
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The GOTHARD Files: A Case for Disqualification ——

3 February 2014, 06:00 Moderator 247

Dear Recovering Grace Reader,

Today we would like o prayetfully share with you some important information about what is going to be happening
on our website over the next few months.

When we launched our website in July of 2011, we did so with the express mission of helping people whose lives
have heen impacted by the teachings of Bill Gothard through the Institute in Basic Life Principles (IBLP) seminars
and the Advanced Training institute (ATI} homeschoo! program. We have attempted to fulfill that mission through
reguiarly posied articles primarily written by former students of ATl—articles that have covered a wide variely of
issues such as theclogical discussions of IBLP teachings, personal stories of discovering grace, and bringing to
light same of the darker agpects of working at an IBLF Training Center. What we truthfuily did notrezlize atthe time
of our launch was the strong undercurrent of depravity displayed for decades at the highestlevels of IBLP
leadership. Cur thought at the ime was thatthe most viscerally damaging effects of Gothardism were spiritual, and _
that Bill Gothard's worst flaws were theotogical and hermeneutical. As such, mostof our attention far the first year f s

f i
EXHIBIT P
w |

of our website was focused on these areas.
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in early 2012, this all changed for us when a young
lady shared with us her experiences working for Bill
Gothard at Headquarters. Whiie it has jong been widely
known by anyone who worked there that Bill had his
favorites, this young fady opened our eyes fo what

g r_*mughza rm x@ R |ﬁ‘ﬁijﬂ‘ai’il“ﬁl£ﬁ[ﬂ

being a “favorite” meant unwanted and unwarranted
emotional and physical attention from a manin a
position of authority to young weman who could not
refuse it. In other words, itwas textbook sexual

harassmenti

So,on April 20, 2012, we published Lizzie's slory. And as soon as we did, we discovered that we had opened
Pandora’s box. The emails and commenis poured in like a flood, and we knew that we had stumbled across
something bigger than we could have ever anticipated. A few weeks later, we published Annefie’s story; & year
tater, Grace's. Over the past two weeks, Meg has shared with us her very painful personal journey. And, later this
week, we will share yet another account.

Since the time that Lizie's story was published, we have identified by name at least 34 different women wha
have experienced the same harassment, and we have sufficient evidence {o believe that there ars dozens more.
We have had men and women who served in IBLP leadership confirm that the allegations are true, although they
felt (and often were} powerless to do anything atthe fime. In fact, we have leamed that the IBLP Board of Directors
has on more than one occasion addressed this behavior with Bill Gothard, but to no lasting avail.

Once we had enaugh verifiable andfor withessed accounts ta be cerlain without a shadow of doubt that the

allegations of ongoing sexual harassmentwere frue (we have lawyers on our team reviewing the data), we issued
a public Call to Repentance to Bill Gothard on June 6, 2013. In this article we identified the pattern of behavior and
issued a call for him

...{o cease denial and suppression of the truth, and to publicly repent and turn from this
behavior which is unbecoming to a minister of Jesus Christ...to be willing to humbie himseif in
this matter, and make a public confession and apology fo the countless women whose lives he
has affected.

Two weeks later, we received a brief email from Bill Gothard requesting a meating with us for the purposes of
“reconciliation.” What followad was a 12-gday-long exchange of emails in which we would ask specific questions of
him in an attempt to discern whether this was a sincere effort towards repentance. Each response we received
from him was vague and non-specific, and at no tima did he admii to or indicate thathe took responsibility for any
of the inappropriate behavior, only that he desired thatthe “painful memories’ of those involved in the IBLP ministry
couid be ‘resolved.” Our last official communication with him ook place on Juty 1, 2013, when we stated our belief
that

the first step towards reconciliation with those you have offended must be sincere repentance.
While we respect that you feel sorrow over others’ painful memories, we do not believe that !
sorrow alone is sufficient to mitigate others’ pain. As Paul states in 2 Corinthians 7:10, a godly ;

sorrow Jeads to true repentance. Until we see some evidence of this repentance and a desire to
turn from your sin, our organization will be unable to assistyou in reconcifing with those you
have sinned against. Reconciliation apart from repentance by the offender is, quite simply,

hitprivwww.recavertinggrace.orgi2014021the-gothard-files-= case-for-disquatification-x2/
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from all ministry and leadership positions, publicly repent of the above sins,
and exhibit fruit in keeping with repentance (Matt. 3:8}.

After two and a half vears of publications, we hope and trust that our readership has grown fo understand thatthis
stalement and this series of posts is not one born of vindictiveness, spitefulness, or gratuitousness. Our hope is that
this undertaking will provide healing for the many viclims and repentance 0 Bill o nwean. cou i iember of ourteam
has donated countless hours to this project at great emotional, mental, and physical cost, and each ofus has, in
many ways, left our currentlives to revisita fime in our lives thatwe could just as easily forget But for the sake of
our younger brothers and sisters in Christ who are sfll in danger, we refuse to lock the other way and aliow the
abuse to continue.

Amidst all of this, itis our ultimate calling before God that drives us now as it has since our firstday in July 2011: a
calling to actjustly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with our God (Micah 6:8). itis our deepest prayer that God
would use the efforts of Recovering Grace to demonstrate publicly what justice, mercy, and humiiity look fike whan
exemplified in the church of Jesus Christ. We would ask for your prayers and supporl as we embark upon this

endeavor,

The Recovering Grace Team

All articles on this site reflect the views of the author{s} and do not necessarily reflect the views of other
Recovering Grace contributors or the leadership of the site. Students who have survived Gothardism
tend to end up at a wide variety of places on the spiritual and theological spectrum, thus the diversity of
opinions expressed on this website reflects that. For our officiai statement of beiiefs, click here.

Gothard Fites gracenocies

abuse Advanced Training Institute ATI Bill Gothard disqualification
Gothard Files BLP institute in Basic Life Principles justice Matthew 18 mercy
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from all ministry and leadership positions, publicly repent of the above sins, %
and exhibit fruit in keeping with repentance (Matt. 3:8).

After two and a half years of publications, we hope and trust that our readership has grown fo understand thatthis

statement and this saries of posts is notone born of vindictiveness, spitefulness, or graiuitousness. Our hope is that
this undertaking will provide healing for the many victims and repentance t0 Bill = «wer v —aw uember of our team

has donated countless haurs to this project at great emotional. mental, and physical cost, and sach of us has, in i
many ways, left our current lives to revisita time in our lives that we could just as easily forget. But for the sake of

our younger brothers and sisters in Christ who are still In danger, we refuss to lock the other way and allow the i
abuse fo continue,

Amidst all of this, itis our ultimate caliing before God that drives us now as it has since our firstday in July 2011:a :
calling 1o actjustly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with our God (Micah 6:8). itis our deepest prayer that God *
would use the efforts of Resovering Grace to demonstrate pubiicly what justice, mercy, and humility look like when §

. . : 8
exemplified in the church of Jesus Christ. We would ask for your prayers and support as we embark upon this ;
endeavor, i

i A
The Recovering Grace Team

I
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:
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i All articles on this site reflect the views of the author(s} and do not necessarlly reflact the views ofether |

! Recovering Grace contributors or the leadership of the site. Students who have survived Gothardism R R
| tend to end up at a wide variety of places on the spiritual and theological spectrum, thus the diversity of E

¢ opinions expressed on this website reflects that. For our official statement of beliefs, click here. P
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Dchool Liverty  Church Liberty  Eife Dafenss  Christian Education  American Polley  Inlernational Liberty

P\bout MNational Center for Life and Liberty

This is an exciting, but perilous, time for religious liberty in America. As Christians, we must act now 10 pretect our corstitutional freedorm o be able W0 practice and pass Lhe Biblcal
faith and values that we hold dsar to the next generatlon. The Lord has led me to launch a new ministry—ihe Nallonal Center for Lile and Liberty—to fullill & pressing need at this
critical Ume in our nation’s history.

This nonpraflt legal minlsiry—NCLL—will gérve to protect and defend the Bible-based values upon which our nation was founded. NCLL will endeavor to protect and defend thess
‘mportant foundational areas that support our freedoms: Life Values, Conslitutional Values, Chursh Liberty, Ghrislian Education, and Homeschool Education,

Armerla’s Founding Fathers gave their lives and fortunes (o protect Ihe life 2nd libarty rights of American ¢itlzeng—but this ight doss not only happen in one generation. We must
accepl the challenge to pass these God-given rights on to our children and grandchildran,

My generation must act now! The need is great. The time is short.

President of NCLL - David Gibbs Ili

Altarney Davld C. Gibbs HI Is the President and General Counsel of tha Malianal Center for Life and Liberly, a ministry organization that
defends life and liberty freedoms nalionwide. Mr. Gibtis spaaks regularly to audiences in churchas and canfarancas whils also |ligating cases
as a trial attorney. He hosts the weekly radio program Law Talk Live on the Weody Radio Metwork and has authored five books including
Fighiting for Dear Life and Understanding the Consitutivn.

Altoney Gibbs graduated from Duke Law School and manages (he Gibbs Law Firm with offices In Dallas, Texas; S Pelersburg, Florida; and
Washington, D.C. He is admitted to practice hefore the United States Supreme Court and numerous federal cirovit and dislrict courts
nationwide, He has also been admilted to the State Bars of Florida, Minnesota, Colorada, North Dakata, Ohio, Texas, Tennessee, Michigan,
and tha Distriet of Calumbia.

Attornsy Gibbs was the lead attorney in the Terri Schiavo case representing the parants as they fought o save the life of their daughler. This
case wenl before the Unitad States Suprems Court twice in ken days. Mr. Glbbs is a frequent spokesperson on radie and television having

appeared on many major news and talk programs .

Atorney Gibbs balieves: "I it's wrang, fight It I it's right, fight for iL” His life varse is Matthew 25:40, where Jeaua aaid, "Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these,

my brethren, ye hawe dana it unte me."”

CONTACT US LIBERTY CENTERS
05 £t TS0 Homesehosl Litarly
Flawer Wound, TX TSGH7-0344 Chureh Liserty

) Lifa Defense
Fhone: 38 233 pCLL B2

Chrigiian Educatian
Fax: 7373843607 Amenican Policy

Internationa| Liberty
Ermadl. intog@@iHCLE org

Watlznal Gerter for Life and Liberty @ 2015
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STATE OF ILLINOIS UNITED STATES OF AMERICA  COUNTY OF DUPAGE
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE EIGHTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

LIFE PURPOSE POWER TEAMS, INC,,

an [Hinois not-for-profit corporation,

WILLIAM GOTHARD, ANTHONY BURRIUS,
RALPH HUDGENS, ROBERT NOVELL, and
ROGER BLAIR, D.D.S,,

No.
Judge
Calendar

plaintiffs,
V.

INSTITUTE IN BASIC LIFE PRINCIPLES, INC.,
an Illinois not-for-profit corporation,

JOHN STANCIL, Ph.D., GIL BATES,

TIM LEVENDUSKY, STEPHAN PAINE, MD.,
DAVID YORK, and ROBERT BARTH,

R i N A S e S

defendants.
VERIFIED COMPLAINT
NOW COME LIFE PURPOSE POWER TEAMS, INC., an [linois not-for-profit

corporation, WILLIAM GOTHARD, individually, ANTHONY BURRUS, as a Board member of
IBLP and individually, RALPH HUDGENS, individually, ROBERT NOVELL, individually,
and ROGER BLAIR, D.D.S., individually, for their complaint against the INSTITUTE IN
BASIC LIFE PRINCIPLES, INC., an [llinois not-for-profit corporation (“IBLP™), JOHN
STANCIL, Ph.D., as a2 Board member at IBLP and individually, GIL BATES, as a Board
member al IBLP and individually, TIM LEVENDUSKY, as a Board member at IBLP and
individually, STEPHAN PAINE, M.D., as a Board member at IBLP and individually, DAVID

YORZY, as a Board member at [BLP and indevidually, and ROBERT BARTH, individually, state:




1. The parties.
Al The plaintiffs.

I. LIFE PURPOSE POWER TEAMS, INC., 1s an [Hinois not-for-profit
corporation dedicated to providing instruction and training on how to find success and fulfillment
through principles found in Seripture to individuals, families, churches, schools, communities
and businesses (“LIFE PURPOSE POWER TEAMS™). Its principal place of business is located
at 1027 Arlington Avenue, LaGrange, [Hinois.

2. WILLIAM GOTHARD 1s an individual who resides at 1027 Arlington
Avenue, LaGrange, Illinois (“GOTHARD”). GOTHARD has devoted his life to providing
advice, counsel, instruction and training on how to find success by following God’s principles
found in Scripture. In 1961, GOTHARD founded Campus Teams, an organization which came
about from GOTHARD’s work with troubled youths. The name of the organization was changed
to Institute in Basic Youth Conflicts in 1974, and in 1989, the name was changed to the current
INSTITUTE IN BASIC LIFE PRINCIPLES, of which GOTHARD is the founder and of which
he was a Board Member from inception untif March, 2014, GOTHARD now runs LIFE
PURPOSE POWER TEAMS.

3. ANTHONY BURRUS is an individual who resides at 213 Carver Street,
Waco, Fexas. He currently is a Member of the Board of Directors of the IBLP, and has been a
Member since December 8, 2012 (“BURRUS™). He was appointed by GOTHARD.

4. RALPH HUDGENS is an individual who resides at 6509 Highway 106 South,
Hull, Georgia. He 1s a former Member of the Board of Directors of the IBLP, having been

appointed by GOTHARD, and 15 an alumnus of the IBLP (“HUDGENS™).

[



5. ROBERT NOVELL 15 an individual who resides at 12739 Pecan Tree Court,
Willis, Texas. He has been a significant donor to IBLP, and is an alumnus of the IBLP
(“NOVELL”).

6. ROGER BLAIR, D.D.S., is an individual who resides at 4529 Cross Street,
Downers Grove, Illinois. He is a former participant in the IBLP home education program, and is
an alumnus of the IBLP (“BLAIR™).

B. The defendants.

7. The INSTITUTE IN BASIC LIFE PRINCIPLES, INC., is an Illinois not-for-
protit corporation whose purpose 15 to provide instruction and training to individuals, families,
churches, schools, communities and businesses on how to find success by following God’s
principies found in Scripture (“IBLP™). This has always been done primarily, if not exclusively,
through seminars devised by GOTHARD and publications authored by GOTHARD. 1t is ncither
a congregational nor hierarchal church, and is not bound by or subject to the doctring or rules of
any church. Its principal place of business is located at 707 West Ogden Avenue, Hinsdale,
[liinois, and 1t 15 a S01(c}(3) corporation.

8. JOHN STANCIL is an individual who resides at 1800 Nicklaus Drive,
Springfield, Tennessee. He currently is a Member of the Board of Directors of the IBLP, and has
been a Member since December §, 2011 (“STANCIL™). He was appoinied by GOTHARD.

9. GIL BATES 1is an individual who resides at 25% Echo Valley Road, Lake City,
Tennessee. He currently is a Member of the Board of Directors of IBLP, and has been 2 Member

since December 8, 2012 (“BATES”). He was appointed by GOTHARD.



10. STEPHAN PAINE, M.D., is an individual who resides at 8706 W. Eseco
Road, Agra, Oklahoma. He currently is a Member of the Board of Directors of IBLP, and has
been 2 Member since December 8, 2012 (“PAINE”). He was appointed by GOTHARD.

11. DAVID YORK is an individual who resides at 11330 W. Whitaker Avenue,
Greenfield, Wisconsin. He currently is a Member of the Board of Directors of IBLP, and has
been a Member since December 8, 2012 (“YORK?™). He was appointed by GOTHARD.

12. TIM LEVENDUSKY is an individual who resides at the corporate
headquarters of IBLP at 707 West Ogden Avenue, Hinsdale, [llinois. He currently is a Member
of the Board of Directors of IBLP, and has been a Member since April, 2014
(“LEVENDUSKY”). He was appointed by BATES, PAINE and YORK.

13. ROBERT BARTH is an individual and a licensed attorney who resides at
1211 Birchwood Road, Oak Brook, Illinois. He has been and is the general counsel for IBLP.

2. Jurisdiction and venue.

14. Jurisdiction 1s proper in lllinois becanse the commission of the tortious acts
set out in this Complaint occurred in [Hinois. See 735 ILCS 5/2-209(a)(1).

15. Venue 1s properly set in DuPage County becausc it 1s the county in which the
transaction or some part thereof occurred out of which this cause of action arises. Too, IBLP and
LEVENDUSKY are residents of DuPage County. See 735 ILCS 5/2-101.

3. Facts commeon to all Counts.

16. IBLP was founded by GOTHARD for the purpose of providing a torum for
GOTHARD to provide seminars and disseminate books and other materials containing the basic
lite principles GOTHARD learned from his work with youth and Scripture. Peopie who atiend
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the seminars and purchase the published materials maintain that GOTHARD’s teachings have
had a substantial impact on their lives, repairing broken homes, lives and marriages, and leading
them to realize their fuil, prosperous potential. More than 2.5 million people in the United States
have atiended GOTHARDs tharty-hour seminars; they are known as alumni. Up to the time he
left IBLP, GOTHARD stayed in touch with and made himself available to alumni to provide
further advice and counsel on a regular basis. IBLP also provides curriculum and resources for
home schooling programs, and it provides counseling and guidance to other groups, including
PriSOners.

17. Payment of the enirance fee at a seminar guarantees the attendee admission 1o
an unlimited number of subsequent seminars of the attendee’s choosing, free of charge. Most
alumni attend multiple seminars to obtain on-going guidance from GOTHARD.

18. IBLP is funded by the income realized from the seminars and sale of the -
published matenals, and, in large part, from donations from the alumni.

19. Over the years, prominent alumni have donated significant amounts of real
estate or money fo support GOTHARD in the work he was doing through IBLP. Many of the
donations were made to GOTHARD personally, but GOTHARD promptly transferred them to
IBLP. As aresult, IBLP owns various properties on which there are training centers and other
facilities:

a. approximately 120 acres for corporate headguarters and
production facilities in Hinsdale and Oak Brook, Hlinots;

b. approximately 3,000 acres known as the Northwoods
Conference Center in Walersmeet, Michigan;

¢. approximately 2,200 acres known as the Big Sandy Campus,
in Big Sandy, Texas:

d. approximately 20 acres known as the Little Rock Training

Center, 1n Little Rock, Arkansas;
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e. approximately 40 acres known as the Nashville Training
Center, in Madison, Tennessee;

t. approxamately 700 acres known as the Eagle Springs Training
Center, in Skiatook, Oklahoma; and

g. approximately 120 acres known as the south Campus, in
Indianapolis, Indiana.

20. The alumni made these donations with the expressed intent that the donations
be used to fund the work of IBLP, and in particular to allow GOTHARD to continue to conduct
seminars, write books and stay in regular contact with the alummi for advice and counsel. IBLP,
PAINE, YORK, BATES, LEVENDUSKY and BARTH knew this to be the intent of the donors.

21. Sometime in 2013, someone posted on a website allegations that GOTHARD
had improper contact with a woman. The name and picture accompanying the post were, and
still are, unfamiliar to GOTHARD. A short time later a second woman posted another story of
improper contact, but the woman who posted the story immediately insisted that it be removed
from the website because her story had been framed by the operators of the website in a false
context, and it was removed. Thereafter other anonymous postings of a similar nature were made
on thts website. The stated “mission™ of the website 15 to discredit GOTHARD and his mimistry.

22. In February, 2014, GOTHARD expressed his intent to accept an offer by the
operators of the website to put GOTHARD in contact with the people who posted the allegations
on the website, many of whom were anonymous, to allow them to discuss the allegations. But
PAINE, YORK and BATES, in their capacity as Board members, and BARTH refused to allow
GOTHARD to have any contact with those operators, terming them enemijes of the IBLP.
GOTHARD offered his leave of absence to the Board of IBLP 1n order to contact his accusers

free from any association with IBLP, but PAINE, YORK, BATES and BARTH declined to

accept his leave offer of leave of absence, stating that they first wanted to have a thorough
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investigation of the allegations conducted by independent counsel and, upon mformation and
belief, as Board members of IBLP wanted to maintain the authority to direct and restrict
GOTHARD’s conduct. They directed GOTHARD not to have any contact with the staff of
IBLP, or any of its cumyent participants or alumni, or with anyone associated with the website.

23. GOTHARD considered PAINE, YORK, BATES, LEVENDUSKY and
BARTH’s direction that he have no contact with anyone involved n IBLP to be contrary to the
purpose of IBLP and contrary to the interests and intent of the alurnni in making their donations,
and considered the restrictions to be designed to 1solate and neutralize him. On March 5, 2014,
GOTHARD again offered his leave of absence, and this fime PAINE, YORK, BATES and
BARTH, accepted it on a temporary basis, with the agreed upon undersianding that GOTHARD
would return to his position with IBLP after a short while.

24, To sustain GOTHARD during his leave, BARTH offered to provide
GOTHARD an office, the help of a staff member, and his salary and benefits, all of which was to
continue until such time further Board acnon reinstated him to IBLP.

25. Contrary to the promises and assurances made by PAINE, YORK, BATES
and BARTH, PAINE, YORK, BATES, LEVENDUSKY and BARTH denied and continue to
deny GOTHARD access to IBLP facilities and staff, seminar participants and alumni.
GOTHARD was never provided an office or his salary and benefits,

26. On May 2, 2014, YORK had a tclephone conversation with GOTHARD in
which YORK told GOTHARD that he and his ministry should be forever separated from the
ministry, that while neither YORK nor any other Member of the Board believed GOTHARD was

guilty of any of the allegations made on the website, PAINE, YORK, BATES, LEVENDUSKY
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and BARTH nonctheless wanted GOTHARD permanently cut off from IBLP for some unstated
reason. YORK told GOTHARD that his seminar material and publication would no longer be
used at IBLP, and that GOTHARD would never have any contact with any IBLP’s participants,
alumni or staff.

27. Shortly before this telephone call, the outside attomey retained by IBLP,
PAINE, YORK, BATES, LEVENDUSKY and BARTH concluded the independent investigation
of the allegations against GOTHARD. The independent investigator, an attorney (with his staff),
concluded that the allcgations were unfounded and reported thas to IBLP, PAINE, YORK,
BATES, LEVENDUSKY and BARTH. No further investigative action was taken by IBLP,
PAINE, YORK, BATES LEVENDUSKY or BARTH, all of whom have since acknowledged
that the report did not support the allegations against GOTHARD. They did not disclose to
GOTHARD the result of the investigation until after they informed him he would not be allowed
to return.

28. On September 13, 2014, PAINE, BATES and LEVENDUSKY again told
GOTHARD, in the presence of BURRUS, that GOTHARD would never be allowed to retum to
IBLP, but did not state why.

29. Thereafter, thousands of the current participanis and alumni of IBLP made 1t
known through letiers and telephone calls that they do not support PAINE’s, YORK’s, BATES’s,
LEVENDUSKY's and BARTH’s decision to bamush GOTHARD), and many have expressly
written that the donations made to IBLP were to further GOTHARD’s work and should be
redirected 10 GOTHARD, and were not to be used or administered by PAINE, YORK, BATES

or LEVENDUSKY.



30. At or about the same time, PAINE, YORK, BATES and LEVENDUSKY
voted to liquidate certain IBLP property in order to fund $3 million in payments to certain staff
members of IBLP, including BARTH, in shares of $250,000.00 each. However, upon
information and belief, this plan was held in abeyance to avoid criticism of donors and alumni
already concerned with the actions of PAINE, YORK, BATES and LEVENDUSKY.

31. On April 20, 2015, PAINE, YORK, BATES, LEVENDUSKY and BARTH
announced that IBLP was closing its headquarters in Qak Brook, IHinois, and that [BLP would
sell all of its property other than that located in Big Sandy, Texas. It also announced that IBLP
would move its headquarters to the Big Sandy Campus, a remote location over two hours driving
time from the nearest airport, and would discontinue IBLP"s mimisiry.

32. At about the same time, PAINE, YORK, BATES, LEVENDUSKY and
BARTH announced country-wide lay-offs of all IBLP staff and employees not needed for the
limited operations to be conducted in Big Sandy, Texas.

33. Upon information and belief, PAINE, YORK, BATES, LEVENDUSKY and
BARTH intend to liquidate all the property of IBLP in order to eventually convert the proceeds
from the sales to their own use, and to the use of others who will help them facilitate the
conversion. They had earlier amended the by-laws of IBLP to allow for Board action upon a
majority of the Board, and not by unanimous consent as it had been before, and when PAINE,
YORK and BATES appointed LEVENDUSKY to the Board, they secured the majority needed
to carry out the plan. PAINE, YORK, BATES, LEVENDUSKY and BARTH know that the
properties are necessary and continue to be necessary to conduct the stated purpose of IBLP.
PAINE, YORK., BATES, LEVENDUSKY and BARTH intend to convert all IBLP’s real
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property holdings to cash at a time they have expressly stated they are going to discontinue the
ministry of IBLP in its many forms. In 2014, PAINE, YORK, BATES and LEVENDUSKY
voted to sell property in Dallas, Texas, in order to raise cash for $250,000 payments to certain
and staff, including BARTH, the first time that would have ever been done, and just a short time
after they were able to arrange for the removal of GOTHARD from the Board and ESTABLISH
their own majority on the Board.
COUNT I
FRAUD
IBLP, STANCIL, PAINE, YORK, BATES, LEVENDUSKY and BARTH

LIFE PURPOSE POWER TEAMS, GOTHARD, BURRUS, HUDGENS,
NOVELL, and BLAIR restate Paragraphs 1 through 33 in this Complaint as Paragraphs 1
through 33 of thus Count I as though fully set out herein.

34. To make a claim for common law fraud, a plaintiff must establish 1) a falsc
statement or omussion of material fact, 2) knowledge or belief of the faisity by the party making
it, 3) intention to induce the other party to act, 4) action by the other party resulting in reliance on
the truth of the statements, and 5) damage to the other party resulting from such reliance.

35. IBLP, PAINE, YORK, BATES, LEVENDUSKY and BARTH falsely assured
GOTHARD that his voluntary leave would be temporary, that he would be able to return to IBLP
after contacting his accusers and his exoneration by the independent mvestigation, and that they
would operate [BLP according to its long-standing purpose in his absence. To induce
GOTHARD to accept these assurances they promised him an office, staff help , s salary and

benefits until he was restored at IBLP.
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36. At the time they made these assurances, IBLP, PAINE, YORK, BATES,
LEVENDUSKY and BARTH knew them to be false as these individual defendants, who now
constituted a majority on the Board of [BLP, saw an opportunity to get control of the assets of
IBLP, once GOTHARD was out of the way, and te liquidate all of IBLP’s real property in order
to convert those assets to their own use.

37. IBLP, PAINE, YORK, BATES, LEVENDUSKY and BARTH intended
GOTHARD to rely on their false statements in order to remove GOTHARD from TBLP and gain
control of its assets.

38. Asaresult of those false statements, GOTHARD resigned his position as
Chairman of the Board of IBLP.

39. LIFE PURPOSE POWER TEAMS, GOTHARD, BURRUS, HUDGENS,
NOVELL, and BLAIR were harmed in relving on PAINE’s, YORK’s, BATES s and
LEVENDUSKY s false statements because LIFE PURPOSE POWER TEAMS, GOTHARD,
BURRUS, HUDGENS, NOVELL, and BLAIR are being denied GOTHARD’S life’s work and
ministry and the stated purpose of IBLP has been or will be abandoned.

WHEREFORE, LIFE PURPOSE POWER TEAMS, GOTHARD, BURRUS,
HUDGENS, NOVELL, and BLAIR respectfully request this court to enjoin PAINE, YORK,
BATES, LEVENDUSKY and BARTH from 1} from prohibiting or in any way hindering
GOTHARD’s reinstatement as a Board Member, 2) using the name Institute in Basic Life
Principles, 3) operating IBLP contrary to its stated purpose, 4) selling or disposing of IBLP’s
assets, 4) converting IBLP’s assets to their own use, 5} denying GOTHARD access to and
contact with IBLPs participants, alumni and staff, or, alternatively, 6) transferring the assets of

11



IBLP to LIFE PURPOSE POWER TEAMS, INC., so that the ministry of IBLP may continue
under that entity.
COUNT I
CIVIL CONSPIRACY
IBLP, STANCIL, PAINE, YORK, BATES, LEVENDUSKY and BARTH

LIFE PURPOSE POWER TEAMS, GOTHARD, BURRUS, HUDGENS,
NOVELL, and BLAIR restate Paragraphs 1 through 44 of Count I as Paragraphs 1 through 44 in
this Count II, as though fully set out herein.

45, To plead a cause of action based on a ¢ivil conspiracy, a plaintiff must allege
that 1) an agreement between two or more persons 2) to participate in an unlawful act, or a lawful
act in an unlawful manner, 3) an injury caused by an unlawful overt act performed by one of the
parties; and 4} the overt act was done pursuant to and in furtherance of the common scheme.

46. PAINE, YORK, and BATES were each appointed to the Board of IBLP on
December 8, 2012, In 2013, allegations were made against GOTHARI which PAINE, YORK,
and BATES saw as an opportunity to remove GOTHARD from [BLP and its assets, and they
agreed to use those allegations to unlawfully induce GOTHARD to take a leave from IBLP in
order to get control of those assets.

47. PAINE, YORK, and BATES appointed LEVENDUSKY a member of the
Board in April, 2014, and thereafter LEVENDUSKY joined with PAINE, YORK, and BATES to
uniawfully keep GOTHARD from IBLP.

48. PAINE, YORK, BATES, LEVENDUSKY and BARTH thereafter made
numerous false promises and representations to GOTHARD, all of which were meant to {ake
advantage of GOTHARDs belief in reconcihation and return.
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49. LIFE PURPOSE POWER TEAMS, GOTHARD, BURRUS, HUDGENS,
NOVEILL, and BLAIR was harmed by the agreement and the false statements made by PAINE,
YORK, BATES, LEVENDUSKY and BARTH statements because IBLP is being gutted,
GOTHARD is being denied the forum to pursue his ministry and the other plaintiffs are being
denied the stated purpose of IBLP.

50. PAINE’s, YORK’s, BATES's and LEVENDUSKY s {alse statements were
made i furtherance of their common scheme.

WHEREFORE, LIFE PURPOSE POWER TEAMS, GOTHARD, BURRUS,
HUDGENS, NOVELL, and BLAIR respectfully request this court to enjoin STANCIL, PAINE,
YORK, BATES, LEVENDUSKY and BARTH from 1) contimming as Board Members of IBLP
and enjoin them from prohibiting or in any way hindering GOTHARD s reinstatcment as a Board
Member, 2) operating IBLP contrary to its by-laws, 3} selling or disposing of IBLP’s assets, 4)
converting IBLP’s assets to their own use, 5) denying GOTHARD access to and contact with
IBLP’s participants, alummnt and staff, or, alternatively, 6} transferring the assets of IBLP to LIFE
PURPOSE POWER TEAMS, INC., so that the numstry of IBLP may continue under that entity.

COUNT 11
BREACH OF FIDUCIARY DUTY
STANCIL, PAINE, YORK, BATES, LEVENDUSKY and BARTH

LIFE PURPOSE POWER TEAMS, GOTHARD, BURRUS, HUDGENS,

NOVELL, and BLAIR restate Paragraphs 1 through 50 of Count [I as Paragraphs 1 through 50 in

this Count ITI, as though fulty set out herein.
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51. A fiduciary relationship exists when a special confidence s reposed in one
who, by reason of such confidence, must act in good faith and with due regard to the interests of
the person reposing such confidence.

52. Special confidence has been reposed in STANCIL, PAINE, YORK, BATES,
and LEVENDUSKY as Board members, and in BARTH as general counsel, to use the property
of IBLP as intended by IBLP and the alumni who donated the property and money to acquire the
property.

53. STANCIL, PAINE, YORK, BATES, LEVENDUSKY and BARTH have
breached that duty by abandoning the purpose of IBLP and making it impossible for GOTHARD
to engage in his work by denying them their property rights and converting that property to their
QWNL USe.

54. LIFE PURPOSE POWER TEAMS, GOTHARD, BURRUS, HUDGENS,
NOVELL, and BLAIR have been damaged by the breach of fiduciary duty by STANCIL, PAINE,
YORK, BATES, LEVENDUSKY and BARTH, and STANCIL, PAINE, YORK, BATES,
LEVENDUSKY and BARTH should be enjoined from disposing of the property in the manner
they intend.

WHEREFORE, LIFE PURPOSE POWER TEAMS, GOTHARD, BURRUS,
HUDGENS, NOVELL, and BLAIR respectfully request this court to emoin PAINE, YORK,
BATES, LEVENDUSKY and BARTH from 1) continuing as Board Members of IBLP and
enjoin them from prohibiting or in any way hindering GOTHARD s reinstatement as a Board
Member, 2) operating IBLP contrary {o its by-laws, 3) selling or disposing of IBLP’s assels, 4)
converting IBLP’s assets to their own use, 5} denying GOTHARD access to and contact with
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IBLP’s participants, alumni and staff, or, alternatively, 6) transferring the assets of IBLP to LIFE

PURPOSE POWER TEAMS, INC., so that the ministry of IBLP may continue under that entity.

Kevin J. Moore

LAW OFICE OF KEVIN J. MOORE, P.C.
4365 Lawn Avenue, Suite 7

Western Springs, I} 60558

(708) 246-1595

DuPage Attorney No: 218047
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LIFE PURPOSE POWER TEAMS,
GOTHARD, BURRUS, HUDGENS,
NOVELL, and BLAIR

By:

One of their attorneys



Bill Gothard

From; Jared Stancil <jared@anchertransportation.com>
Sent Saturday, May 16, 2015 7:54 AM

To: bill@biligothardcom _

Subject: Fwd: Re: Potential Legal Actionl!

See Below.

tared Stancil

Anchor Transpartation

615-533-D857 Celi

e FGIWarded message - —

From: David Gibhs 1H <dgibbs@gibbsfirm.com>

Date: May 15, 2015 6:42 PM

Subject: Re: Potential Legal Action!!

To: Jared Stancil <jared@anchortransporiation.com>
L0y

lared,

Please forward these bullet points to Dr.-Gothard from Br. Stancil. Please remove my name from the documents or | will ne
fonger be able to be cailed as a possible witness.

1. No new organization. Work 1o save and control 1BLP.

3. Assert fraud and breach of contract claims. Dr. Gothard is entitied to back pay and ministry support for life as founder of
TIBLB.

3, Make the financial insinuations stronger against the board members who are financially exploiting thelr board seats for
personal gain.

4. |BLP is an ecclesiastical organization under the authority of its founder for his entire life. As the founder, he has authority
to appoint and remove board members. He has the authority to reinstate himself to the board. Thisis Scripturally an
© authority that he has aver 1BLP, an ecclesiastical organization that he founded, for the remainder of his life.

5. Dr. Gothard appointed the cusrent board members with the condition that they would fully rely on his direction and
~ counsel. They were never appointed to be independent as he does not believe they are competent to serve without his
oversight,

6. The board is making disastTous decisions In breach of their fiduciary obligations. For examgle, publicizing and relying on
. the CLA report when CLA never spoke to any of the atleged victims and Dr. Gibbs, Jr. Is traveling around preaching for their
conferences. CLA specislizes in board cover-ups not investigations. CLA was incompetent 1o conduct what the board asked
- them to do. CLA did not have appropriste independence. For exampie, selling properties and moving to Texas.

7. He needs to assert a claim for & full scoounting of ali funds and assets in the organization.

8. He needs to ask the court to freeze all assets beyond aormal operations untit the board is appropriately recognized by the
conrt 25 valid.




4. Dr. Gothard needs to ask that no board meetings take place any longer without him present and voting as the ministry
founder. He Is asserting his founder's authority to save the arganization from some board members whe desire to privately
inure and oot the erganization for thelr own benefit.

From: Jared Standil <isred@anchacirans
ate: Friday, May 15, 2015 at 1:34 PM
To: David Gibbs il <dgibhe@pibbsfirm. com>
Subject: FW: Potential Legal Action!|

hatlon. corn>

From: Bill Gothard [aiic:bilEbpatsard comi

Sent: Friday, May 15, 2015 11:57 AM

- To: Dr. John Stancil; Ralph Hudgens; Dr. Anthony Burrus
Sabject: Potential Legal Action!!

Dear Men;

The attached document is what the attorney suggested as an initial approach to the Gpposing board members. 1 would
appreciate your comments and counsei. | praise Ged fer your faithful pray and support during these critical days of
history. Every day is a new display of Ged’s blessing on this new ministry.

Through Christ our Lord,

Bilt
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Sent:

Ta:

Cex

Subject:
Attachments:

Dear David,

Bill Gothard <bill@biligothard.com»

Saturday, May 30, 2015 1:17 PM

dgibbs@ncll.org

sales@anchortours.com

Letter to the Board =
Letter 1o donors.pdf, Complaint.pdf, propposed letter from DG Illpdf; Urgent appeal
25-5-15.pdf

Thank you for calting last evening. { was very pleased to hear your perspective on this whole matter of appealing
to the board. | know that God will honor you for you generous Spirit.

We talked about a letier that would accompany the appéal of the donors. | have written what | believe would be
the essential points of such a letter. You are free to change it any way you want. Your letter and the appeal along with
Tim Levendusky’s e-mail {with my comments) to me (attached) hopefully be sufficient. in addition to the board
members, It would be good to send a copy to Harvey Neu. He is the very influential person in Pastor York’s church. His e-
mait address is: hary@neushardware.com.

lam aiso sending you a copy of the lawsuit that it was drawn up by the other fawyer. The only part that may
apply to the donors if this matter gets that far would be count iil on breach of fiduciary duty.

You mentioned you might call today. And ['will be very happy to hear from you.

Through Christ our Lord,

Bill

EXHIBIT

1%




From: hill@biligothacd.com

To: dgibbsi@ncl.org

Subject: Adcition to letter

Date: Sat, 30 May 2015 20:55:13 05007

Dear David,

A few minutes 3go | was talking with Dr. Stancil. After reading my progosed letter to him, he feit that it
needad a final statement He dictated tha one that is on the attached letter. This lets them know that they
must meve quickly. | am sl open to a call from you at any time.

Through Christ ous Lord,

Bill,

EXHIBIT

A
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Dear Members of the Board.

I have been approached by a group of very alarmed donors
to the Institute in Basic Life Principles.

These donors have stated their concerns in the attached
appeal.

As a practicing trial attorney and as a fellow believer, I want
to assure you that you do not want this matter to proceed toa
court.

I would strongly advise you to immediately reinstate Bill
Gothard as a member of the board and refute the false allega-
tions that have been brought against him.

Within the next two weeks legal action will begin unless you
contact me with your plan of action.

Sincerely,

David Gibbs 11

EXHIBIT

118
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Note;

On Sunday May 24th I called Dr Paine and explained that I want to pursue reconcil-
iation by asking the ATI families that would be gathered at the regional conference in
Nashville if they would forgive me for not being the leader that I should have been to
them. He said that he would pass this request 1o Tim Levendusky who is the president
of the Institute and also a member of the board. Two days later Tim sent the following
email to me.

This confirms the depths of the problem

“Dear Mr. Gothard,

I understand that you have plans to come to the Nashville Family Conference and
that you wish to speak to or meet with the people attending this week.

I am writing on behalf of the IBLP Board and the whole IBLP ministry to tell you
that we care about you, but we cannot allow you to come to the Nashville Family
Conference, to be on the property of the Training Center or the Goodpasture School
auditorium, or to disrupt the meetings in any way by your presence or interaction
with IBLP staff, ATT families, or others present for this conference week. The Board
has made it clear in the past (see below) and there has been no change regarding our
current policy of not permitting yvou on any IBLP property.

For these and other important reasons, I am asking that you not put us in the posi-
tion of having to ask you to leave the properties related to the conference this week.
If you choose to disregard this admonition, we are prepared to utilize all appropriate
means to have you removed from the property.

Please heed this warning and avoid any unnecessary courses of action by your com-
ing to the Family Conference. If you are planning to come to Nashville, it will be best
if you not even come near the conference grounds.

I will call John Stancil so that he is sure that you get this message being sent to you
by email before the opening sessions start this evening. I am attaching your resigna-

tion letter so that John and others on the Board can ses it first-hand as well.

John, vou are welcome to call me if you see this emuail, to let me know you got it, and
that you passed the message on to Mr. Gothard

Sincerely in Christ,

EXHIBIT

/] C.
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Dear Members of the Board.

I have been approached by a group of very alarmed donors
to the Institute in Basic Life Principles.

These donors have stated their concerns in the attached
appeal.

As a practicing trial attorney and as a fellow believer, I want
to assure you that you do not want this matter to proceed to a
court.

I would strongly advise you to immediately reinstate Bill
Gothard as a member of the board and refute the false allega-
tions that have been brought against him.

Sincerely,

David Gibbs III

EXHIBIT

[l D




STATE OF ILLINOIS UNITED STATES OF AMERICA  COUNTY OF DUPAGE
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE EIGHTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

LIFE PURPOSE POWER TEAMS, INC.,

an Iltinois not-for-profit cogporation,
WILLIAM GOTHARD, Ph.D., individually,
JOHN STANCIL, Ph.D., individuaily,
ANTHONY BURRUS, individually, RALPH
HUDGENS, individually, and

ROGER BLAIR, D.D.S., individually,

No.
Judge
Calendar

plaintiffs,
V.

INSTITUTE IN BASIC LIFE PRINCIPLES, INC,,
an [llinois not-for-profit corporation, GIL BATES,
mdividually, TIM LEVENDUSKY, mdividually,
STEPHAN PAINE, M.D., individually,

DAVID YORK, individuaily,

and ROBERT BARTH, individually,

R P e i i i i

defendants.

VERIFIED COMPLAINT FOR PRELIMINARY
AND PERMANENT INJUNCTION, AND OTHER RELIEF

NOW COME LIFE PURPOSE POWER TEAMS, INC., an [llinois not-for-profit
corporation, WILLIAM GOTHARD, Ph.D ., individually, JOHN STANCIL, Ph.D., individually,
ANTHONY BURRUS, individually, RALPH HUDGENS, individually, and ROGER BLAIR,
D.D.S., individually, for their complaint against the INSTITUTE IN BASIC LIFE PRINCIPLES,
INC., an [llinots not-for-profit corporation, GIL BATES, individually, TIM LEVENDUSKY,
individually, STEPHAN PAINE, M. D.. individualty, and DAVID YORK, individually, state;

18 The parties.

1. LIFE PURPOSE POWER TEAMS, INC., i3 an lllinois not-for-profit

“EXHIBIT

i
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corporation dedicated to providing instruction and training on how to find success by principles
found in Scripture to individuals, families, churches, schools, communities and businesses
(“LIFE PURPOSE POWER TEAMS™). lis principal place of business Jocated at 1027 Arlington
Avenue, LaGrange, Illinois.

2. WILLIAM GOTHARD is an individual who resides at 1027 Arlington
Avenue, LaGrange, Hlinois (“GOTHARD™). GOTHARD has devoted his life providing advice,
counsel, instruction and training on haw to find success by following God’s principles found in
Seripture, [n 1961, GOTHARD founded Campus Teams, an organization which came about due
to GOTHARD’ s work with troubled youth and through which he conducted seminars on the
application of Scripture to everyday life, and he wrote and disseminated books and other
materials on the applications of Scripture, ammong other things. The name of the organizaiion was
changed to Institute in Basic Youth Conflicts in 1974, and in 1989, the name was changed to the
corrent IBLP. GOTHARD now tuns LIFE PURPOSE POWER TEAMS, INC.

3. JOHN STANCIL is an individual who resides at 1800 Nicklaus Drive,
Springfield, Tennessee. He currently is a Member of the Board of Directors of the IBLP, and has
been a Member since December 8, 2012 ("STANCIL”). He was appointed by GOTHARD.

4. ANTHONY BURRUS is an individual who resides at 213 Carver Street,
Waco, Texas. Ile currently is a Member of the Board of Directors of the IBLP, and has been a
Member since December &, 2012 (“BURRUS”). He was appointed by GOTHARD.

5. RALPH HUDGENS is an individual who resides at 6509 Highway 106 South,
Hull, Georgia. He is a former Member of the Board of Pirectors of the IBLP, having been

appointed by GOTHARD, and is an alumnus of the IBLP (“HUDGENS”).
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6. ROGER BLAIR, D.D.S., is an individual who resides at 4529 Cross Street,
Downers Grove, 1llinois. He is a former Member of the Board of Directors of the IBLP. having
been appointed by GOTHARD, and 1s an alumnus of the IBLP (*“BLAIR™).

7. The INSTITUTE IN BASIC LIFE PRINCIPLES, INC., s an illinois not-for-
profit corporation whose by-laws prescribe that it 1s to provide instruction and training on how to
find success by following God’s principles found in Scripture to individnals, families, churches,
schools, communities and businesses, exclusively through seminars devised by GOTHARD and
publications authored by GOTHARD (“IBLP”). (A true and accurate copy of the by-laws are
attached hereto and incorporated herein as Exhibit 1.) It is neither a congregational nor
hierarchal church, and is not bound by or subject to the doctrine or rules of any church. Its
principal place of business is located at. 707 West Ogden Avenue, Hinsdale, [llinois, and it is a
501(e)(3) corporation.

8. GIL BATES 1s an individual who resides at 259 Echo Valley Road, Lake City,
Tennessee. He currenily is a Member of the Board of Directors of IBLP, and has been a Member
since December &, 2012 (“BATES”). He was appointed by GOTHARD.

9. STEPHAN PAINE, M.D., is an individual who resides at 8706 W. Eseco
Road, Agra, Oklahoma. He currently is a Member of the Board of Directors of IBLP, and has
been a Member since December 8, 2012 (“PAINE”). He was appownted by GOTHARD.

10. DAVID YORK 1s an individueal who restdes at 11330 W. Whitaker Avenue,
Greenfield, Wisconsm. He currently ts a Member of the Board of Directors of IBLP, and has

been a Member since December 8, 2012 (“YORK™). He was appomnted by GOTHARD.



11. TIM LEVENDUSKY is an individual who resides at the corporate
headquarters of IBLP at 707 West Ogden Avenue, Hinsdale, Ilkinois. He currently is a Member
of the Board of Directors of IBLP, and has been a Member since April, 2014
(“LEVENDUSKY™). He was appointed by GOTHARD.

12. ROBERT BARTH is an individual and a licensed attorney who resides at

. 1llinois. He is the general counsel for IBLP.

2. Jurisdiction and venue.

13. Jurisdiction is proper in Iilinois because the commission of the tortious acts
set out in this Complaint occurred in [linois. See 735 ILCS 5/2-209(a)(1).

14. Venue is properly set in DuPage County because it is the county in which the
transaction or some part thercof occurred out of which this cause of action artses. Too, IBLP and
LEVENDUSKY are residents of DuPage County. See ILCS 5/2-101.

3. Facts common to ali Counts.

15. IBLP was tounded by GOTHARD for the sole purpose of allowing
GOTHARD 1o provide seminars and to disseminate books and other materials comaining the
basic life principles GOTHARD believes was revealed to him through Scripture. People who
attend the seminars and purchase the published materials maintain that GOTHARD s teachings
have had a substantial impact on their lives, repairing broken home, lives and marriages, and
teading them to realize their full, prosperous potential. More than 2.5 million people in the
United States have attended GOTHARD' s thirty-hour seminars; they are known as alumni. Up
to the time he left IRLP, GOTHARD staved in touch with and made hmself avatlable to all
alumni to provide further advice and counsel on a regular basis.
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16. The work of IBLP is primarily to provide GOTHARD s seminars,
publications counsel and guidance to the 2.5 million alumni and the theusands of current
attendees, which constitutes around ninety percent of the IBLP s work and consumes a like
percentage off its operational expenses. IBLP also provides curriculum and resources for home
schooling, and it provides counscling and guidance to prisoners, which together constitute and
consurne the remaining ten percent of the work and operational expenses.

17. IBLP is funded by the income realized from the seminars and sale of the
published matertals, and, in large part, from donations from the alumni.

18. Over the years, prominent alumni have donated significant amounts of real
estate or money to support GOTHARD in the work he was doing through IBLP. Many of the
donations were made 10 GOTHARD personally, but GOTHARD prompily transferred them to
IBLP. As aresult, IBLP owns various properties on which there are training centers and other
facilities: approximately 120 acres for corporate headquarters and production facilities in
Hinsdale and Qak Brook, lilinois; approximately 2000 acres, known as the Northwoods
Conference Center in Watersmeet, Michigan; approximately 2,200 acres, known as the Big
Sandy Campus, in Big Sandy, Texas; approximately 20 acres, known as the Little Rock Training
Center, in Little Rock, Arkansas; approximaiely 40 acres, known ag the Nashville Training
Center, in Madison, Tennessee; approximately 700 acres, known as the Eagle Springs Tramning
Center, in Skiatook, Olkdahoma; and approximately 20 acres, known as the south Campus, in
Indiapapolis, Indiana. All of these properties are used and intended by the donors to be used
solely to support GOTHARD s hife work, and the existence of these properties is generally
known at IBLP, and in particular to PAINE, YORK, BATES, LEVENDUSKY and BARTH.
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19. The alumni made these donations with the expressed intent that the donations
be used to fund the work of IBLP. and in particular to allow GOTHARD to continue to conduct
seminars, write books and stay in regular contact with the alumni for advice and counsel.

20. Sometime in 2013, someone posted a story on a website, which is typically
critical of anything to do with IBLP, claiming GOTHARD had improper contact with the person
who posted. The name and picture accompanying the post were, and still are, unfamiliar to
GOTHARD. A short time later a second person posted another story of improper contact, but the
woman who posted the story immediately insisted that it be removed from the website, and it
was, But by then other anonymous postings of a simtilar nature were made on this website.

21. At the same time, GOTHARD realized there was resentment against him by
certain staff members due to the work demands he put on them, and the hours they were caused
to devote 1o IBLP.

22. In February, 2014, GOTHARD wanted to accept an offer by the operators of
the website to contact the people who posted the allegations on the website and ask they had
made untrue allegations, and in that way reconcile with them (GOTHARD assumed they were
alumni}, but PAINE, YORK, BATES, LEVENDUSKY and BARTH refused to allow
GOTHARD to have any contact with those operators, terming them enemies of the IBLP.
GOTHARD offered his resignation to the Board of IBLP, but PAINE, YORK, BATES,
LEVENDUSKY and BARTH declined to accept his resignation, stating that they wanted to
conduct a thorough mvestigation of the allegations posted on the website. They directed
GOTHARD not to have any contact with any staff of TBLP, or any of its current participants or

alumnd.



23. GOTHARD considered PAINE, YORK, BATES, LEVENDUSKY and
BARTH’s direction that he have no contact with anyone involved in IBLP to be contrary to the
nature of his work at IBLP and contrary to the interests and intent of the alumni in making their
donations. Relying on Scripture — Mathew 5:23-24, which holds that at the time a person brings
his gift to the attar, which to GOTHARD was his work, he should reflect not on whether he has
grounds for complaint agaimst others but whether others have grounds for complaint against him,
and, if so, he must seek reconciltation before he returns to the altar’ — GOTHARD knew the
resirictions placed on him by PAINE, YORK, BATES, LEVENDUSKY and BARTH made
reconciliation impossible. GOTHARD knew the restriction were designed to isolate and
neutralize him. On March 5, 2014, GOTHARD again offered his resignation, as Scripture
required him to do. PAINE, YORK, BATES, LEVENDUSKY and BARTH, accepted it.
STANCIL and BURRUS objected to the resignation, as it had not been shown GOTHARD had
acted inappropriately and they knew how integral GOTHARD was to IBLP.

24. At the time he offered his resignation, it was GOTHARD s expressed the
mtent to return to IBLP once reconciliation was made, and it was on this basis PAINE, YORK,
BATES, LEVENDUSKY and BARTH accepted his resignation. PAINE, YORK, BATES,
LEVENDUSKY and BARTH acknowledged GOTHARD would return to [BLP once
GOTHARD’s reconciliation with staff, participants and alumni was complete. To sustain

GOTHARD during his leave, and to make sure he was out of the way. PAINE, YORK, BATES,

' Matthew 3: 23-24: *Therefore if thou brin g thy gift 1o the altar, and there rememberest that thy brother
hath cugitt against thee; Leave there thy gift before the altar, and go thy way; first be reconciled to thy

brother, and then come and offer thy gift.,™



LEVENDUSKY and BARTH offered to provide GOTHARD an office, the help of two staff
members, and his salary and benefits, all of which was to continue until such time further Board
action reinstated him to IBLP.

25, Once GOTHARD formally resigned, PAINE, YORK, BATES,
LEVENDUSKY and BARTH denied GOTHARD any access to IBLP facilities and staff, and
denied him a copy of a list of participants and alumni, making any reconciliation with them
impossible. GOTHARD was never provided an office, access to any staff members, or his salary
and benefits,

26. On May 2, 2014, YORK had a telephone conversation with GOTHARD in
which YORK told GOTHARD that GOTHARD that he was “disqualified” from the ministry and
should be forever totally separated from the ministry, that while neither YORK nor any other
Member of the Board believed GOTHARD was a sexual predator or harasser, the Board
nonetheless believed GOTHARD should be publically rebuked for some unstated rcason, that his
seminar material and publication should no longer be used at IBLP, and that GOTHARD should
never have any contact with any IBLP's participants, alumni or staff.

27. On June 17,2014, to address growing concern, consternation and uncertainty
among the alumni and participants, PAINE, YORK, BATES, LEVENDUSKY and BARTH
caused to be posted on IBLP website the following:

In response to allegations against Bill Gothard, the Board sought

the facts through a confidential and thorough review process

conducted by outside fegal counsel. Many people were

interviewed, including former Board members, current and past

stafl members, current and past administrators, parents. and family

members.

At this poirt, based upon those willing to be interviewed, no
]



criminal activity has been discovered. If it had been, it would have
been reported to the proper authorities immediately, as it will be in
the future if any such activity is revealed.

However, the review showed that Mr. Gothard has acted in an
inappropriate manner, and the Board realizes the seriousness of his
lack of discretion and failure to follow Christ’s example of being
blameless and above reproach. . .. At this time the Board
unanimously agrees that Mr. Gothard 1s not permitted to serve in
any counseling, leadership, or Board role within the IBLP ministry.

. We want to encourage reconciliation within families and are
very supportive of efforts toward reconciliation with Mr. Gothard
or with IBLP. . . . The Board does not believe that My, Gothard’s
shortcomings discredit the truths of God's Word that were taught
through him. . . . We are seeking and praying {or a new permanent
president for the IBLP ministries. Please pray with us o this end.
See www.iblp.org, Statement of Board of Directors, June 17, 2014;
emphasis added.

28. On September 13, 2014, PAINE, BATES and LEVENDUSKY told
GOTHARD, in the presence of BURRUS, that GOTHARD would never be aliowed fo return to
IBLP.

29. Thereafter, thousands of the current participants and alumni of IBLP made it
known through letters and telephone calls that they do not support PAINE, YORK, BATES,
LEVENDUSKY and BARTH’s decision to banish GOTHARD, and many have expressly written
that the donations made to IBLP were to further GOTITARD’s work and should be redirected to
GOTHARD, and were not to be used or administered by PAINE, YORK, BATES or
LEVENDUSKY.

30. On , PAINE, YORK, BATES and LEVENDUSKY

voted to Liquidate certain IBLP property in order 1o fund $3 million in payments to staff of IBLP,
and shortly thereafter a hotel in Dallas was sold to fund this. STANCIL and BURRUS objected

to the proposal. which had never been done before.
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31. Ataround the same time, PAINE, YORK, BATES, LEVENDUSKY and
BARTH authorized Ken Krause, a staff employee, to make all IBLP facilitics “self-sufficient,”
even though IBLP was not paying real estate taxes on most of the property and the properties had
historically been used to fund and sustain IBLP and its work. What was meant by making the
properties “self-sufficient” was never defined, and in any event Krause focused entirely on
liquidating all the properties without regard to their best use, which was PAINE, YORK,
BATES, LEVENDUSKY and BARTH s real purpose. For example, IBLP was offered a lease
on property in Nashville, Tennessee, that exceeded the current lease and would have realized
considerable income for IBLP which, over the years of the lease, would have exceed today’s
market value for the property, but Krause rejected the iease proposal and put the property on the
market.

32. On April 20, 2015, PAINE, YORK, BATES, LEVENDUSKY and BARTH
announced that IBLP was closing its headquarters in Qak Brook, lllinois, and was moving its
headquarters to the Big Sandy Campus, in Big Sandy, Texas, where approximately 300 of the
2,000 participants in the home schooling project were located. At the same time, it announced
IBLP would no longer provide seminars or use the publications of GOTHARD, and wouid no
longer engage in the prison ministry.

33. Over the years, IBLP has averaged $1.5 to $2 million in alumni donations,
including approximately $1.5 million in 2013. In 2014, only $100,000 was donated to [BLP.

34, Upon information and belief, PAINE, YORK, BATES, LEVENDUSKY and
BARTH intend to liquidate all the property of IBLP in order to convert the proceeds from the
sale to their own use, and for the use of others who will help them facilitate the conversion.

10



COUNT I
FRAUD
PAINE, YORK, BATES, LEVENDUSKY and BARTH

STANCIL, BURRUS, HUDGENS, BLAIR, GOTHARD and LIFE PURPOSE
POWER TEAMS restate Paragraphs 1 through 34 in this Complaint as Paragraphs 1 through 34
of this Count I as though fully set out herein.

35, To make a claim for common law fraud. a plaintiff must establish 1) a false
staternent or omission of material fact, 2) knowledge or belief of the falsity by the party making
it, 3) intention to induce the other party to act, 4} action by the other party resulting in reliance on
the truth of the statements, and 5) damage to the other party resulting from such reliance.

36. PAINE, YORK, BATES, LEVENDUSKY and BARTH falsely assured
GOTHARD that he would be able to return to [BLP once his reconciliation was complete, and
they promtsed to operate [BLP according to its by-laws in his absence. They assured him his
resignation was only temporary, and to induce GOTHARD to accept these assurances they
promised him an office, staff help , his salary and benefits until he was restored at IBLP.

37. At the time they made these assurances, PAINE, YORK, BATES,
LEVENDUSKY and BARTH knew them to be false as they saw an opportunity to get control of
the assets of IBLP, once GOTHARD was out of the way, and PAINE, YORK, BATES,
LEVENDUSKY and BARTH intended to convert those assets to their own use.

38. PAINE, YORK, BATES, LEVENDUSKY and BARTH intended GOTHARD

to rely on their false statements in order to remove GOTHARD from IBLP and gain control of its

assets,
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39. As aresult of those false statements, GOTHARD resigned his position as
Chairman of the Board of IBLP.

40. GOTHARD was harmed in relying on PAINE’s, YORK’s, BATES s and
LEVENDUSKY s false statements because now he is being denied his life’s work and ministry.

41. STANCIL, BURRUS, HUDGENS and BLAIR have been harmed by
PAINE’s, YORK’s, BATES’s and LEVENDUSKY s false statements because they are denied
access to and the benefit of GOTHARD’s teachings and the presence in their lives, in which
IBLP plays an integral part.

42. To obtain a preliminary injunction or temporary restraining order, a plaintiff
must show 1) a clearly ascertainable right in need of protection, 2) that he will suffer irreparable
harm without protection of that right, 3) that there is no adequate remedy at law, and 4) that there
is a substantial likelihood of success on the merits of the underlying action. The plaintift ts not
required 1o set out a case which would entitle it 1o relief on the merits. Rather, it need only show
that it raises a "fair question” about the existence of its right and then the court should preserve
the staius guo until the case can be decided on its menis.

43, STANCIL, BURRUS, HUDGENS and BLAIR have benefitted and would
continue to benefit if [BLP was operated according to its by-laws, and they therefore have
ascertainable rights to have IBLP operated in the manner prescribed by the by-laws.

44. STANCIL, BURRUS, HUDGENS and BLAIR maintain IBL.P and the
teachings of GOTHARD have changed their lives and will continue to change their lives, and
they will be irreparably harmed 1f IBLP is not operated in the manner prescribed in the by-laws.

45, There is no adequate remedy at law for STANCIL, BURRUS, HUDGENS
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and BLAIR, as the benefit provided them by IBLP and the teachings of GOTHARD are unique
and irreplaceable.

46. There 15 a substantial likelihood STANCIL, BURRUS, HUDGENS and
BLAIR will succeed on the merits, as the INSTITUTE OF BASIC LIFE PRINCIPLES is
admittedly not operated according to the by-laws, as established by the April 20, 2015 annual
meeting in which PAINE, YORK, BATES, LEVENDUSKY and BARTH openly stated it would
not be, and all other statements and misrepresentations made by PAINE, YORK, BATES,

LEVENDUSKY and BARTH were either made in writing or in front of wiinesses.

WHEREFORE, GOTHARD, STANCIL, BURRUS, HUDGENS, BLATIR and
LIFE PURPOSE POWER TEAMS respectfully request this court to enjoin PAINE, YORK,
BATES, LEVENDUSKY and BARTH from 1) continuing as Board Members of IBLP and
enjoin them {rom prohibiting or in any way hindering GOTHARD?s reinstatement as a Board
Member, 2) operating IBLP contrary to its by-laws, 3) selling or disposing of IBLP’s assets, 4)
converting IBLP’s assets to their own use, 5} denying GOTHARD access to and contact with
IBLP's patticipants, alumni and staff, or, alternatively, 6) transferring the assets of IBLP to LIFE
PURPOSE POWER TEAMS, INC., so that the ministry of IBLP may continue under that entity.

COUNT 11
CIVIL CONSPIRACY
PAINE, YORK, BATES, LEVENDUSKY and BARTH

STANCIL, BURRUS, HUDGENS, BLAIR, GOTHARD and LIFE PURPOSE
POWER TEAMS restate Paragraphs 1 through 46 of Count I as Paragraphs 1 through 46 in this
Count II, as though fully set out herein.
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47. To plead a cause of action based on a civil conspiracy, a plamtiff must allege
that 1) an agreement between two or more persons 2) to participate in an unkawful act, or a lawful
act in an unlawful manner, 3) an mjury caused by an unlawfizl overt act performed by one of the
parties; and 4) the overt act was done pursuant {0 and in furtherance of the common scheme.

48. PAINE, YORK, and BATES were each appointed to the Board of IBLP on
December §, 2012. In 2013, allegations were made against GOTHARD which PAINE, YORK,
and BATES saw as an opportunity to remove GOTHARD from IBLP and its asscts, and they
agreed to use those aliegations to unlawfully induce GOTHARD to resign from IBLP in order to
get controk of those asscts.

49. LEVENDUSKY was appointed a Board Member in April, 2014, and joined
with PAINE, YORK, and BATES to unlawfully remove GOTHARD from IBLP.

50. PAINE, YORK, BATES, LEVENDUSKY and BARTH thereafter made
numerous false promises and representations to GOTHARD, all of which were meant to take
advantage of GOTHARD?’s belief in reconciliation and return.

51. GOTHARD was harmed by the agreement and the false statements made by
PAINE, YORK, BATES, LEVENDUSKY and BARTH statements because now he is being
denied his life’s work.

52. STANCIL, BURRUS, HUDGENS and BLAIR have been harmed by
PAINE's, YORK's, BATES s and LEVENDUSKY s false statements becanse they are denied
access to and the benefit of GOTHARD’s teachings and the presence in their lives of IBLP.

33. PAINE’s, YORK’s, BATES’s and LEVENDUSKY s false statements were
made in furtherance of their common scheme.
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WHEREFORE, GOTHARD, STANCIL, BURRUS, HUDGENS, BLAIR and
LIFE PURPOSE POWER TEAMS respectfully request this court to enjoin PAINE, YORK,
BATES, LEVENDUSKY and BARTH from 1) continuing as Board Members of IBLP and
enjoin them from prohibiting or in any way hindering GOTHARD’s reinstatement as a Board
Member, 2) operating [BLP contrary to its by-laws, 3) selling or disposing of IBLP’s assets, 4)
converiing IBLP’s assets to their own use, 5} denving GOTHARD access to and contact with
IBLP’s participants, alumni and staff, or, alternatively, 6) transferring the assets of IBLP to LIFE
PURPOSE POWER TEAMS, INC., so that the ministry of IBLP may continue under that entity.

COUNT III
BREACH OF FIDUCIARY DUTY
PAINE, YORK, BATES, LEVENDUSKY and BARTH

STANCIL, BURRUS, HUDGENS, BLAIR, GOTHARD and LIFE PURPOSE
POWER TEAMS restate Paragraphs 1 through 53 of Count H as Paragraphs 1 through 53 in this
Count 111, as though fully set out herein.

54. A fiductary relationship exists when a special confidence is reposed in one
who, by reason of such confidence, must act in good faith and with due regard to the interests of
the person reposing such confidence.

55. Special confidence has been reposed in PAINE, YORK. BATES, and
LEVENDUSKY as Directors, and in BARTH as general counsel, to use the property of IBLP as
intended by IBLP and the alumni who donated the property and money to acquire the property.

56. PAINE, YORK, BATES, LEVENDUSKY and BARTH have Breaohed that
duty by abandoning the purpose of IBLP and making it impossible for GOTHARD 10 engage in
hts work by denying them their property rights and converting that property to their own use.
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57. The 1BLP and GOTHARD have been damaged by the breach of fiduciary
duty by PAINE, YORK, BATES, LEVENDUSKY and BARTH, and PAINE, YORK, BATES,
LEVENDUSKY and BARTH should be enjoined from disposing of the property in the manner
they intend.

WHEREFORE, GOTHARD, STANCIL, BURRUS, HUDGENS, BLAIR and
LIFE PURPOSE POWER TEAMS respectfully request this court to enjoin PAINE, YORK,
BATES, LEVENDUSKY and BARTH from 1) continuing as Board Members of IBLP and
enjoin them from prohibiting or in any way hindering GOTHARI) s reinstatement as a Board
Member, 2) operating IBLP contrary to its by-laws, 3) selling or disposing of IBLP’s assets, 4)
converting IBLP"s assets to their own use, 5) denying GOTHARD access to and contact with
IBLP’s participants, alumni and staff, or, alternatively, 6) transferring the assets of IBLP to LIFE
PURPOSE POWER TEAMS, INC., so that the ministry of IBLP may continue under that entity.

LIFE PURPOSE POWER TEAMS, INC.,

WILLIAM GOTHARD, Ph.D., JOHN
STANCIL, Ph.D., and ANTHONY BURRUS

By:

One of their attorneys

Kevin J. Moore
LAW OFICE OF KEVIN ]. MOORE, P.C.
4365 Lawn Avenue. Suite 7
Western Springs, I 60558
(708) 246-1595
DuPage Attorney No: 218047
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AN URGENT APPEAL

From:

DONORS TO THE INSTITUTE
SEMINAR ALUMNI
ATT FAMILIES
PAST BOARD MEMBERS
PASTORS AND CHRISTIAN LEADERS
PAST STAFF MEMBERS

To:
MEMBERS OF THE INSTITUTE BOARD:

EXHIBIT
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INSTITUTE IN BASIC LIFE PRINCIPLES, INC., an Illinois not-for-profit corporation

DR, STEPHEN PAINE, M.ID., Chairman
wholehealthministries@omail com

DR. JOHN STANCIL, Ph.D., Board Member
magicmansitly@yahoo.com

ANTHONY BURRUS, Board Member
Email unknown. Please forward to him.

GIL BATES, Board member
batesbits@gmail.com

TIM LEVENDUSKY, President
Hevendus, iblp.or:

PASTOR DAVID YORK, Board Member
davideyorki@sheglobal net

ROBERT BARTH, General Counse! for IBLP
ribarth@ibip.org

DR. BILL GOTHARD, Founder of IBLP
bill@billgothard.com

Gentlemen in Leadership at [BLP:

My law firm has been contacted by a number of major donors to the Institute in Basic Life Principles, a
number of ladies who consider themselves to be victims of IBLP, and representatives of the Recovering
Grace website and other on-line media. The collective concerns of these divergent individuals focus on
the administrative and financial decisions being made by the IBLP Board at this time, This letter is
written as a formal request to engage the board in the process of a confidential pre-suit mediation.

As non-profit directors and men of God, you owe the following standards of care to the non-profit and its
constitnents:

. Duty of care,

. Duty of lovalty,

. Duty to account,

. Duty of confideniiality,

. Duty of full disclosure,

. Duty to act fairly, and

. Duty of good faith and fair dealing.

=~ h ot B Lo kY e
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The people contacting my office believe that the following breaches have occurred and must be
immediately rectified:

» self-dealing (i.e., through conflict of interest or reaping of extra profits);

* usurpation of business or corporate oppartunity;

* misappropriation of fonds or property;

* neglect, imprudence, or want of skill (e.g., failure to administer trust property as prudent
administrators, and improper reliance on professionals);

« failure to act in another’s best interest;

* misrepresentalion/omission as {0 a statement of fact (e.g., financial condition/staternent of
affairs); :

* inducement;

* breach of an assumed duty (e.g., to provide accurate information);

* misuse of confidential information/breach of confidentiality;

* misuse of superior knowledge;

» failure to disclose;

+ aiding and abetting or acting in concert with another;

= rendering inappropriate advice (e.g., bad business or investment advice).

Nen-profit directors are burdened with fiduciary obligations pursuant to the very nature of the irust
relationship. Trustees will be held liable for negligence in dealing with trust property as well as conflicts
of interest. For example, trustees lacking in investment experience must seek out expert advice, but they
must nevertheless exercise independent judgment. In addition, trustees who have engaged in self-dealing
will be held accountable for such acts, The “prudent person” standard is the traditional measure of trustee
conduct in breach of fiduciary duty cases. The fact that all of you were appointed by Dr. Gothard to serve
under his direction and control seems to indicate that your independence, your experience, and your
judgment were never truly evaluated to determine whether you should he serving as fiduciaries of a public
charity organization with over $200 million in assets.

The poor manner in which the board handled the organization’s public image regarding the incidents that
involved Dr. Gothard, the fact that the board brought in an Independent Baptist organization with a
suspect reputation to report on the maiters involving Dr. Gothard, the fact that the board never released
the report that supposedly cleared Dr. Gothard of criminal wrong-doing, and IBLP's uncertain future
ministry plans (if any) all seem to indicate that the concems of those contacting iy office are legitimate.

Based on the information being leaked out, the people contacting my office are alarmed about the mass
liquidation of the assets of the [BLP without a plan for use of these funds beyond the alleged carcer
enhancement and potential private inurement of the board members. Clearly, the loyalties of the board are
tn question. There is a huge concern that the board is advancing their own agendas and providing for
their own financial security, rather than acting as non-profit fiduciaries.

These actions are highly troubling in and of themseives but they also demonstrate a gross disregard for
the donors’ intentions as well as the needs of any potential victims of this ministry. The lack of provision
for these potential liabilities may submit board members to personal liability for dissipation of assets
should these claims be brought against the organization. It is shocking that this board has chosen to offer

2
{727} 362.3700 www. gibbsfirmn.com 2645 FM 407, Suite #240 | Bartorwille, TX 76226




no financial help to the vietims of whom it has become aware. Penn State University has sel a far higher
standard of excellence for assisting vietims than IBLP has, at this time.

Further concerns have arisen with the recent public disclosure of the scandals within the Duggar family,
Given your close corporate relationship with this family, the Duggars were the public face of the IBLP,
To hat end, there must be transparency about the terms of that relationship, as it has a bearing on the
financial health of the nonprofit. Additionally, when was the organization aware of the child melestation,
the cover-up, and why would the Duggars’ videos still be shown at your Nashville conference, if the
organization were wanting to send a clear message to the nation about child zbuse and covering-up
scandals?

In preparation for mediation and as thc law requires you to disclose many of these ilemis upon request,
please furnish my office with the following documents;

* The articles of incorporation and any amendnients;

*  The nonprofit corporation’s bylaws and any older versions used in the three most recent years;

*  Minutes from ihe board of directors meetings for the three most recent years,

* Records ef all actions taken by the dircctors without a meeting for the three most recent years;

* A list of the full names and last known addresses of all past and present directors;

*  Alist of the full names and last known addresses of all past and present officers;

+ Financial records, including federal, state, and local tax returns and reports, for the three most
recent years;

*  Aunuval or biennial reports or statements of information filed with the state for the three most
recent years;

*  Any other documents filed with the staic;

¢ Copies of any existing or former child abuse policies and conduct standards of the IBLP;

*  Copies of any worlplace harassment policies and conduct standards of the [BLP,; and

+ Copies of any conflict of interest policies for the Board of Directors.

We would ask that the Board agree that no assets will be sold or dissipated during this time and that
would allow this matter to be handled outside the supervision of a court.  We are willing to organize a
confidential mediation at the IBL.P Headquarters or ather location of your choosing. If individual civil or
criminal counsel for the individual board members involved wish to be part of this mediation in order to
limit their respective client’s liability, we would welcome their participation in this mediation process as
well. If any board member resigns prior to the mediation, they do not need to participate in the mediation.

[ am requesting that DR. PAINE and ROBERT BARTH coordinate with TIM LEVENDUSKY to execute
a mediation agreement that my office will draft. My office will schedule a time and place for mediation
that will work for all of the partics te be scheduled within the next forty-five (45) days.

[f we do not hear from these men or their attorneys with a response te these requests by the close of
business on Friday, June 12, 2015, we have been asked to file emergency motions with the court to

preserve the status quo. I would certainly encourage dialogue before an expensive court-ordered is
potentially installed and the Ilinois Courts dictate the future direction of IBLP,

(727}362-3700 wawe gibbslinm. com 2648 FM 407, Suite #240 { Bartonwille, TX 76224




PLEASE GOVERN YOURSELVES ACCORDINGLY.
Sincerely,
Gibbs Law Firm, P A,

Lpa»-/f St T

David C. Gibbs III

Admiried in Floricks, Novih Dakete, Minacset, Colorado, Tevas, Ohio, Tennessee, Michigan, and e Distrier of Columbia
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June 8, 2015

INSTITUTE IN BASIC LIFE PRINCIPLES, INC,, an lllincis not-for-profit corporation

DR. STEPHEN PAINE, M.D.,, Chairman
wholehealthministries@gmail.com

DR. JOHN STANCIL, Ph.D., Board Member
magicmanshily@yahoo.com

ANTHONY BURRUS, Board Member
Ematil unknown. Please forward to him.

GIL BATES, Board member
bateshits@gmail.com

TIM LEVENDUSKY, President
tlevendus ibip.or.

PASTOR DAVID YORK, Board Member
davideyork@sbcglobal net

ROBERT BARTH, General Counsel for IBLP
ribarth@iblp.org

DR.BILL GOTHARD, Founder of IBLP
bill@billgothard

Dear Mr. Barth and Members of the IBLP Board,

1 am writing in response to Mr. Barth's letter of June 5, 2015. I am aware that Mr. Barth
has been Dr. Gothard’s attorney and an IBLP employee for decades as Dr. Gothard hired
him and he was his trusted confidantg and legal counsel, working diligently at his side. I
appreciate the fact that he informed me that he is not representing Dr. Gothard any longer
or the board members in their individual capacities, but that he does continue to represent
IBLP corporately as genera} counsel. Although I want to make it clear that I do not
represent Dr. Gothard, he ha§ personally contacted my office and committed to attend the
mediation and interestingly, as the founder of the organization and the one who
personally hired Mr. Barth and installed each board member, he agrees with many of the
concerns expressed in my letter to the IBLP Board. The founder of the organization has
stated that he will testify that it is his opinion that you men are violating the trust of the
donors. Dr. Gothard’s willingness to publicly support the position of the donors and
victims is something that you men need to seriously consider. 1 would think that if Dr.
Gothard is concemed about your fiduciary actions that there are also men on the Board

MGibbs Law Firm, P.A. with offices also in Washington, D.C. and Florida



appointed by Dr. Gothard who share these concerns. A pre-suit mediation appears to be
the best forum to deal with these issues to preserve the reputation of the public charity
you men are entrusted to oversee.

While there is no conflict of interest, [ would like to make it abundantly clear to the entire
Board that Gibbs Law Firm has never represented IBLP. I attended a mediation on
behalf of Anchor Bible Concepts in Chicago years ago in an unpaid pro bono capacity at
the invitation of Dr, Stancil. Mr. Barth was there as Dr. Gothard’s personal attorney and
on behaif of IBLP.

I think Mr. Barth's letter is attempting to distract attention from the core question that
asked. Is the board of IBLP willing to conduct a pre-suit mediation? If not, my clients
(who do not wish to be identified at this time for fear of being victimized again by the
IBLP through defamation and harassment) will decide how to proceed. | assure you that
if each board member is sued personally for breach of their fiduciary duties at IBLP,
there will be video-taped depositions of each board member and their personal benefit
and potential conflicts of interest will be examined in detail. Dr. Gothard, the founder of
IBLP, believes that you men are looting and mismanaging the organization in a manner
that violates the law, His testimony alone will most likely allow this litigation to move to
a jury for adjudication. I would encourage you men to seriously consider the risk that
you are taking by ignoring the donors, the victims, the founder, and the IRS on these
fiduciary decisions that you are making on behalf of a 501(¢)(3) non-profit organization.

Sincerely,

Gibbs Law Firm, P.A.
S n 0 Sta 72

David €. Gibbs III

Admicted in Florida, North Dekota, Minnesots, Colorado, Texas, Ohio, Tennesses, Michigan, and the District of Cofumbla

cc. Dr. Gothard

(7271352-3700 wwew gibbsfirm com 2648 FIM 407, Suite #240 §Bartonwille, TX 76226 2




September 23V, 2014

Dear Rachel,

Because | am, and wit} always be your friend; and because we are both members of
the body of Christ, | want to do all that | can to restore our friendship, and fulfill the goals
that we had when you and your family were part of my life and ministry.

When | was thirty years old, an event took place in my life that | will never forget. |
was reading through the book of Isaiah, when suddenly the Spirit of God illuminated the
eyes of my understanding to the words of Isaiah 53:19 “When the enemy shall come in like
a flood, the Spirit of the Lord shall lift up a standard against him.”

b sensed the Lord assuring me that during my lifetime | would experience this verse,
and that | should prepare for it by training believers in the ways of God. in the days that
followed God gave me the contents of the Basic Seminar, and a few months later | was
teaching this seminar at Wheaton College.

Then, in 1990 a special delegation of Christian leaders from New Zealand came to
the Headquarters with a personal invitation from your Prime Minister. He requested that
we bring our ministry to your Nation and help celebrate “the Year of New Zealand.”

As we knelt in prayer for God’s leading, the Lord brought to my mind a verse of
Scripture: “So shall they fear the name of the Lord from the west, and his glory from the
rising of the sun.” When we finished praying. | told the man about the Scriptures that God
had given to me. They were excited about this and told me that New Zeeland is the first
Nation upon which the sun rises in the morning.

| eagerly looked up the verse in order to see it in its context. | was stunned when |
saw that it preceded the scripture that God had given to me when | was thirty! “So shall

they fear the name of the LORD from the west, and his glory from the rising of the
sun. When the enemy shall come in like a flood, the Spirit of the LOrD shall lift up a
standard against him.” (Isaiah 59:19)

These events gave me a deep commitment to see God do a great work in New
Zealand. As you know, God marvelously blessed the launching of the Basic Seminar in your
Nation. When we arrived an official from the U.S. Embassy was shocked to learn that 3000
were registered for the seminar in Auckland, another 2500 in Christ Church, plus 1500 in
Wellington.

I was informed that New Zealanders often arrived late for events, so | should not
expect the seminar to begin at the appointed time of 7 pm. However, the entire audience
of 3000 were there at 6:45! So for the first time in our history, we began the seminar

1 EXHIBIT
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September 23", 2014

fifteen minutes early! The response to the truths in God’s Word was thrilling. I can still
picture the waves of agreement that swept through the audience during the sessions, and
the overwhelming responses for each commitment. Also during the week hundreds filled
out sheets asking for more information about our homeschool program.

During our time in New Zealand, 1 realized that in order to experience lasting
results, we needed dedicated and trained New Zealanders to carry on the work. When |
met you and your family, | saw the potential that you all had for such a ministry. It was
such an encouragement that your dad became the director, and your family worked with
all the homeschool families.

My intentions in bringing you and your sister to the Headquarters in 1991 was to
give you the best possible training, and then send you back to New Zealand so that we
could continue the ministry of reaching your Nation for the Lord. | had no other intentions!

When you began meeting with me in my office for training and answering letters,
my sister, Laura, was in the adjoining office and was able to hear our conversations. She
clearly recalls how morning after morning I needed to reassure you that you were
important, and that you had value. She was surprised at how much time this reguired.
However, | was glad to do it because | saw the many excellent qualities that you had, and |
looked forward to the ministry that you would carry out in New Zealand.

The friendship that we had is confirmed by many documents, First is the daily
record that | asked you to write out while you were here. You did an outstanding job of
capturing the marvelous things that God was doing, 1 still have that book and | would like
to send you a copy of what you wrote. Then, there are the letters that you sent to me after
you returned to New Zealand. These are treasures and | thank God for them. | also
treasure the time that | flew out to New Zealand for your wedding. And the phone
conversations which we have had over the years.

A friendship that is based on Godly intentions will always be able to withstand the
attacks that come against it. i can honestly say before the Lord that my desire was to build
a strong friendship with you and your family that would last for the rest of our lives.

If anyone would have told me that the words and actions that | used to encourage
and affirm you, would one day be interpreted as “harassment” and “grooming,” | would
have recoiled in horror, and instantly stopped any actions or words that could be
misunderstood. | would appeal to you, to rethink your time at Qak Brook based on the
following letters that you wrote to me after you returned to New Zealand:



September 23%, 2014

Rachel, we accomplished many important things for God’s kingdom. The book that we worked on is
still being used. The visit to Taiwan and the meeting with its President is still producing results with teams
of students teaching in Taiwan public schools. The missionary accounts that you wrote for the New Zealand
home schooling families provided a valuable basis for the spiritual foundations of your history.

Scripture warns that a “whisperer can separate chief friends.” (Prov 16:28) And that “The words of
a talebearer are as wounds, and they go down into the innermost parts of the belly.” (Prov 18:8).

Those who have talked to you have totally misunderstood my motives and goals in working with
young people. However God has used this time to bring me back to my life calling, which is to meditate on
His word day and night, and to exhort as many others as ] can to do the same.

| will continue to pray for you and your family. ! am also praying that 1 would be able to explain to
you over the phone why 1 would like to send you a copy of the Journal that you wrote.

Through Christ our Lord.

= -
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GIBBS LAW FIRM

AL

August 3, 2015

INSTITUTE IN BASIC LIFE PRINCIPLES, INC., an Ilinois not-for-profit corporation

DR. STEPHEN PAINE, M.D., Chairman
wholehealthministries@gmail.com

DR. JOHN STANCIL, Ph.D., Board Member
magicmansiily@yahoo.com

ANTHONY BURRUS, Board Member
NEED EMAIL ADDRESS

GIL BATES, Board member
batesbits@gmail com

TIM LEVENDUSKY, President
Hevendus iblp.or

PASTOR DAVID YORK, Board Member
davideyorld@)sheglobal.net

ROBERT BARTH, General Counsel for IBLP
ribarth@iblp. org

DR. BILL GOTHARD, Founder of IBLP
bill@billgothard. com

Gentlemen in Leadership at IBLP;

This letter is in response to your letiers dated June 5, 2015 & June 8, 2015, which
requested information regarding the names of those whom this firm represents. At this
time the Gibbs Law Firm, P.A. represents the following victims of IBLP and its Board:
MW Charis Barker, Rachel Frost, Rachel Lees, IR and Gretchen
Wilkinson. Given the large number of IBLP victims, the ranks of those whom this law
firn represents will likely grow, once it becomes public knowledge that this firm is
pursuing these claims. Also, some donors are praying about joining with our current
clients in this matter. Additionally, Attorney John Underwood, Recovering Grace, is
consulting with us on this case.

It has come to our attention that none of our clients were interviewed in the process of the
alleged investigation that was conducted by Attorneys David Gibbs, Jr. and Seth Kraus of

the Christian Law Association, an investigation for which the Board paid a large sum of
money. A number of our clients had actually contacted the IBLP

EXHIBIT
e

jGibbs Law Firm, P.A. with offices also in Washington, D.C. and Florida



to make the Board awarc of their abuse. Despite the fact that the IBLP Board knew that
these victims existed, it pursued a cover-up rather than a legitimate investigation to
cotrect the wrongs that had been committed in the name of your organization,

On behalf of these victims, we would like 10 schedule a meeting in the first week of

September with the IBLP Board to begin pre-suit negotiations to compensate them for
their injuries.

In addition, it has come to our attention that the IBLP has contracted to sell its property in
Tennessee. The information that we have received indicates that the Tennessee property
is being sold for significantly less than its value. On behalf of our clients, we would
request a copy of any appraisals or other evaluations that have been performed on that
properly and would ask that any proceeds from the proposed sale be held in escrow until
our clients” claims have been resolved. There is concern that the IBLP Board is
dissipating assets in an inappropriatc manner, similar to what Doug Phillips and the
Vision Forum Ministries Board did once a victim caine forward.

Also, none of the information that was previously requested by our June 3, 2015 ietter
has been provided to date. The requested information included the following:

+

The articles of incorporation and any amendments;

* The noenprofit corporation’s bylaws and any older versions used in the thrce most
regent years,; .

* Minutes from the Board of Directors meetings for the three most recent years;

* Records of all actions taken by the directors without a meeting for the three most
receni years;

* Alistof the full names and last known addresses of all past and present directors;

* A listof the full names and last known addresses of all past and present officers;

* Tinancial records, including federal, state, and local tax returns and reports, for
the three mosl recent years;

* Annual or biennial reports or statements of information filed with the state for the
three most recent years;

*  Any other documents filed with the state;

+ Copies ol any existing or former child abuse policies and conduct standards of the
IBLP

* Copies of any workplace harassment policies and conduct standards of the IBLP

* Copies of any conflict of interest policies for the Board of Directors

Please respond with this information.
We request that you respend with proposed dates for the initial pre-suit mediation. If the

Board prefers arbitration, we are open 10 that possibility. Otherwise, public litigation will
be the anly option open o these ladies.

._ {727) 362.3700 o ciblasfirm com 2648 FM 407, Suive #240 | Bartonville, TX 76224 2




Sincerely,
David C. Gibhs TII

Gibbs Law Firm, P.A.

L@Mf S 2

Admitied in Floride, Norih Dakora. Mimesnta, Colovado, Tevas, Qhio, Tennessee, Michigan, and the District of Columbic

cc: Attorney John Underwood

LS

{7271362-3700 wvrengibbsline. com 264BFM 407, Suite #240| Sartanwille, TX 76226




VILLAGE PRESIDENT
Tom Cauley

“VILLAGE -
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Christopher J. Elder

. 19 EAST CHICAGO AVENUE William N. Haarl

POLICE DEPARTMENT 789-7070 . o
FIRE DEPARTMENT 789.7060 HINSDALE, ILLINOIS 60521-3489 » (630) 789-7000 Gerakl J. Hughes
121 SYMONDS DRIVE _ Village Website; http:/fwww.villageothinsdale.org Lwlgolﬂaspi?;ﬁ

February 18, 2015

Mr. Alfred Corduan
2306 Sienna Drive
Joliet, IL 604_31

Re: FOIA Request #2014-10-20

Dear Mr. Corduan:

I am writing in response to your Freedom of Information request received October 24, 2014
(copy attached), wherein you request information about the alleged 1992 molestation of
Gretchen Swearingen by Reverend Bill Gothard on the campus of the Institute of Basic Life
Principles located at 707 W. Ogden Avenue, Hinsdale.

The Police Department has conducted a search of their records and has found no report(s)
reaponsgive to this request.

Thank vou,

i N o

Christine M. Bruton
Village Clerk

EXHIBIT
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FOIAFORM 3

[y

To: Christine Bruton, Village Clerk

Village of Hinsdale, 19 East Chicago Avenue, Hinsdale, [linois 6052 1-3431
Phone: (630) 789-7011 FAX (630) 789-7015 email’ cbruton@villageofhinsdale.ore

Date: 10/14/2014 I hereby request f  lspect [ py* the following records:

(Plsase desciibe requested records as spec:zﬁcai?y as possible, atraching additional page if necessary.)
lt_is reported in_htip:/literatecomments.com/2014/03/02/conservative-leader-bill-gothard-on-

leave-following-abuse-allegations/ that Greichen Swearingen was molested as a 16 vear old in

1992 by the Reverend Bill Gothard on campus of Institute for Basic Life Principles 707 W,

Oaden Ave., Hinsdale, Il 60521-3089. She is said to have ‘“reporied her story to the Hinsdale

(M.) Police Department a week ago. A police spokesman said no investigation has been ogened .

at this time.” | would like to know if that “report” was compiled in an official “police report” and, if

so, would like to obtain a copy. A week before March 2. 2014 would be around February 17-24.

She may also go by the married last name of Wilkinson. Thank you

Is this request for a commercial purpose? Yes | | No é

’ Are you requesting a waiver or reduction of copying fees? Yes |:J No E} If you answered yes
= What is the purpose of this request?

Bequester's Contact Information

Printed Name: _ Alfred Corduan Signature! @W Q

Address: (City, State, Zip) __2305 Sienna Drive, Joliet, II, 60431

Phone Number: _{847) 354-6304 E-mai}l Address: _ACorduan@smail com
FAX #
&oﬁ! ORFICE ¥SE ONLY : _
| Fow#_(0 ";)\O DateRecD: /O 2’(?)-: Y ' RESPONSE DUE DATE:

FORWARD REQUEST TO: | @LMW\

REQUEST FOR WAIVER (F REQUESTED): APPROVED OR DENIED (CIRCLE ONE) FEE PAID:

NOTES:

,,.

* Note: Thare is no copying foe for the first 50 black and white standard-sised copzas The fee for additional copies is 15¢
per page. Actual cost will be charged for copies of documents not of standard size, and for the recording medivm {e.g.,
campaut dmk, tape, DVD)}, when applicable. The Village shaHl charge §1 for certifying a record.



Memorandum

To: Christine Bruton — Executive Secretary
From: Deputy Chief Kevin Simpson W

Date: Febmary 17,2015

Re: . Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request

The attached request (or gomon there of) was denied or unable to be provided because of
the following reason(s).

X No incidents of record were located as requested by the FOIA.

The information requested has been denied because of a
pending investigation/trial and as result, a subpoena wottld be
required to obtain the requested racord in its entirety,

The information requested has been denied because it is
beyond the legal scope of a FOI request.

Other: Disclosure of the specified records would constitute a
violation of existing statutes (Title 18, Part 1, Chapter 123-
2721) prohibiting the release and use of personal information
from State Motor Vehicle Records.
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Finding resolve amidst the dissonance of "churchianity" [ EXHIBIT
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QCT 24 2015

Attorney David Gibbs Ill Discusses the IBL.P Lawsuit and Answers
Important Questions

Institute in Basic Life Principles (IBLP), Bill Gothard, lawsuit, David Gibbs il

Many are probably aware of the recent news that five very brave women have come forward and have flled
Gothard’s former ministry, Instilute in Basic Life Principles, Inc. (IBLP}, and six men who serve
as Directors of IBLP: John Stancil, Anthony Burrus, Gil Baies, Timothy Levendusky, Charles
Stephen Paine, Jr., and David York,

The five women, Gretchen Wilkinson, Jane Doe, Charis Barker, Rachel Frost, and Rachel
Lees, are seeking:

“redress and damages for personal injuries based on the negligent and willful and wanton acts
and omissions of Defendants with regard to sexual abuse and sexual harassment and similar
allegations of malfeasance suffered by the Plaintiffs.”

The complaint’s allegations:

o All Plaintiffs either participated in IBLP programs, were interns, or employed by IBLP,

o "“Each of the individual Plaintiffs were the victim of sexual abuse, sexual harassment and
inappropriate/unanthorized touching, many times while they were minors, at the hand of the
IBLP, by and through its agents and employees, and suffered as a result thereof.”

o Employces and directors of IBLP were aware of the sexual abuse/harassment allegations, and failed to notify authorities.

o There was an internal “investigation” done by stafffemployees who were not qualified to do such an investigation,

o Apparently, no victims were interviewed in the internal investigation. The investigation was labeled as a sharn cover-up (o the tune of
$50,000).

o Investigation summary reparted that “no criminal activity has been discovered. ... However, the review showed that Mr. Gothard has
acted in an inappropriate manner, and the Board realizes the sericusness of his lack of discretion and failure to follow Christ’s example
of being blameless and above reproach.”

o IBLP plans to sell off and relocate their headquarters Lo Texas, “in an altempt to flee the jurisdiction (State of Tllinois) where this
wrongful conduct oceurred.”

o Each woman seeks 550,000 in damages,

There are quite a few articles covering the lawsuit, which was filed October 20, 2015:

o Negligence Lawsuit Filed Against IBLP (http://www recovering igence-lawsuit-filed-against-ihip/) — Recovering
Grace. In addition to the linked article, this blog site specifically addresses the abuses by Bill Gothard and the teachings of IBLP. If you
are new to the Gothard/IBLP story, this is the place to go.

o Five women sue Bill Gothard’s ministry that has ties to the Duggars (https://www, washingfonpost.com/news/acts-of-
faith/wp/2015/10/22/five-women-sue-bill-gothards-ministr y-that-hag-ties-to-the-duggars/}, The Washington Post

o Lawsuit alleges sexual misconduct at Oak Brook-based Christian ministry (hitp://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/oak-
brook/mews/ci-dupage-ministry-lawsuit-met-20151022-story himl), Chicago Tribune

o [iw men Sue r-Connected Mini x Abuse Cover U
10/23/fandamentalis

http: /s piritual soundingboard.com /201511 0/24/attor ney-david-gibbs-iii-discus ses-lhe-iblp-lawsuit-and- answer s-impor tant-questions/ 1/2



1872016 Attorney David Gibbs 1l Discusses ihe IBLP Lawsuit and Answars important Questions | Spiritual Sounding Board

H a l . . . . .
christian-mind YiO3DYi10Df World Net Daily
o Chrighan ministry w1th links to the DuEEar‘s sued over qexua] abuse and cover up

{btrp:ffvrww . christiantod ay. com
Chiristianity Today

o DL GGAR CHRISTIAN ORGANIZATID\I SUED FOR SEXUATL ABUSE, IIARASSMENT

organization-institute-basic-life

. Radar Online

=t Pwe Wor ntahst Mini i 1 1
(htm Jwrwrey etonlme comfnewsa’lﬂlaé'? five women sue fl.mdamentahs_t mmlst—w Wlth dugﬂar_imh&_mﬂ, ET Onlire

The attorney representing the five women is David Gibbs IIL Mr. Gibbs and I have had occasion to talk by phone when the Lourdes Torzes
vs. Doug Phillips case was breaking, and so I asked if he'd be willing to talk again, and he kindly agreed. The articles T have read above
seem to present an accurate summary of what Mr. Gibbs relayed to me regarding the lawsutt. But | have seen other questions in the
comments of the articles, and have had my own questions to ask, so [ was able to address these with Mr. Gibbs.

g

(https://spiritualsoundingboard.files.wordpress.com/2015/10/iblp2.jpg)

Interview with Attorney David Gibbs 1l

Are there plans to name Bill Gothard himself in a lawsuit at some point?

Mr. Gibbs responded, “Bill is not legally connected with the organization [IBLP]. It is the Board's decigion” if they were to bring him back
into the organization. Gibbs noted that adding Gothard to the lawsuit would make it more complicated for various reasong, one reason in
particular, that some “clients were less comfortable about suing him directly” because of the abuses. He also described that, typically,
“litigation goes against an organization with the goal of compensating victims,” not against an individual, such as Gothard.

This makes a lot of sense. I am on the board of a lecal nonprofit, and as a board member, it is my responsibility {along with the other board
members) to make sure the Artistic Director is doing what he's supposed to be doing, The Board of [BLP was supposed to make sure Bill
Gothard was behaving appropriately, If they had any indication that something was amiss, they had/have a responsibility to act on it
immediately, According to the lawsuit, the [BLP was negligent in how they handled these allegations by failure to report to authorities, not
removing Gothard immediately from his position, failure fo seek sex abuse experts to conduct a thorough unbiased investigation, etc. By
suing the Board, it sends a clear message to IBLP that there was negligence on their part. Bill Gothard 1s no longer with the ministry, but,
moving forward, how will they address these concerns? Will children be put in harm’s way? Who will make sure they are protected and

safety policies are in place o no child will be harmed, or if something does happen, there are procedures in place to report immediately to
civil authorities and minimize further abuse?

Why is this a civil lawsuit instead of a criminal case?
Mr. Gibbs made the important distinction that this is & civil lawsuit, not a criminal case. Anyone can report sex abuse allegations to

authorities and they {authorities) may decide to open ar inquiry for a criminal case, but that is entirely different than this ctvil lawsuit. A
criminal case is initiated by the government and sentencing can include jail time, etc. A civil case is brought on by parties who ask the court

htipfepiritualsoundingboard.com/2015M024/atiorney- david-gibbe -ii- discus ses-the-Thl p-iawsuit-and-answers-im portant-questions/ 219
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to make the defendants fulfill their legal responsibilities, compensate for harm done, etc. This article (http//litigation findlaw.com/filing-a-

- -V3- inal-cases-key-differences.html) gives further information.

Child Labor Laws

There was discussion about children working for IBLP without appropriate pay and/or possible violation of child labor laws. Gibbs
indicated that he and his firm always report any alleged criminal activity to authorities, such as possible violation of child labor laws; but
once again, it is within the discretion of the government to pursue these allegations and decide if an inquiry is warranted, which may result
in a criminal case. Mr. Gibbs is exploring labor violations, which might be a separate case.

[s there an ongoing search for victims of sexual harassment or sexual assaulf that fall within the statute of limitations for bringing
criminal charges against Bill Gothard?

Mr. Gibbs indicated that his “office remains open for anyone” to report sexual abuse allegations, We discussed the Bill Cosby sex abuse
scandal and how publicity helped to encourage more victims to come forward. Mr. Gibbs believes it is likely that we will see the number of
plaintiffs increase as the case becomes more public and victims realize that they are part of a larger group and won't have to fight this
battle on their own. Based on the number of personal testimonies shared at the Recovery Grace site, [, too, predict the number of plaintiffs
to rise.

IBLP Headquarters

We discussed the IBLP property which is currently for sale. There was recent news that IBLP is selling their main headquarters and has
plans Lo relocate to Big Sandy, Texas. Mr. Gibbs indicated the properly is worth approximately $100,000,000. The lawsnit requested that if
the property is scld, some sort of trust fund is established until the case is concluded. The monies could later be used to compensate
victims if the plaintiffs are successful in the lawsuit.

Survivor Lawsuits in General
Have you served as counsel for other lawsuils by survivors against the perpetrators, or is the IBLP suit the second one for you?
Mr. Gibbs responded that he has handled a number of litigations of injured (all types of injuries). This is not the second case.

Do you think there will be more such lawsuits emerging {(e.g., negligence, emotional distress, efc.), given the current overall situation
with survivors of abuse?

Yes, if sonitcone s abused, they are entitled to compensation for their abuse. We will see increasingly move of Hhis kind of itigation. With national
leaders comes responsibility, and part of that is to profect children, keep them safe, and have zero tolerance for child abuse, They should be safe at
church and in their homes.

Allegations of Vulnerable Children Revictimized at IBLP

We discussed a bit of the plight of some of the plaintiffs (in general). It's important to think about these young children and what it was
like for them. Some came from abusive homes and were sent to IBLF so they could be “fixed” by Gothard and his teachings. These were
kids who were homeschooled and lived sheltered lives. Some of them came from abusive hornes and were being sent to IBLF to help their
character. They were sent far from hoine to a strange enviroranent. Their parents trusted IBLD to take care of them. These children likely
had no one they knew, which put them in a more vulnerable position,

If they were caught in a sin, there were serious consequences. Some were isolated and/or abused at IBLF. For some, IBLP became their
secend place of victimization. When they “misbehaved,” leaders would call home to the fathers {also perpetrators) and share the “sins,” and
were sent back home. So some went from one abusive home to experience abuse at IBLF, and then back home in disgrace because they
failed at IBLP. Just imagine what would happen to a child who returned to their abusive home from IBLE for discipline reasens! The child
was (o blame in both places! These children had no safe place for help.

The age range of our victins when abused by [BLE wags 14 years to 17 years (and continuing for sowe as aduits). Unreported horme abuse ranged
from nges 4-17.

For people to cover up, hide i, keep it in the family is victhmizing children at unbelicvable levels. When you see Hhis patiern of a vulnerable child, they
get sent fo IBLP fo a person with a position of trust, you isolate them, thert abuse them, that's horrific. Then when you cover it up ~ blanie them —
that’s horrific. Many pecple don’t survive lemotionaliy].

Mr. Gibbs went on to discuss the responsibility of Christian leaders:

I do believe religious leadersiorganizations need fo realize there s a high standard — and society is holding people more accountable. ... I think you're
oty to see more cases, but hopefully the national leaders will see there &s a higher bar of expectations [for accoun tabilify],

Can yvou give an update on the Lourdes Torres vs. Doug Phillips lawsuit?

The case is currently in discovery and depositions are being taken. The case continues, and mediation will likely oceur later in the year. Mr.
Gibbs indicated that because this is o high-profile case, extra effort has been made to keep media distractions to a minimurn.

http:fepiritualsoundingboard. comiZ015-10f 24/ attorney- david-gibhs-iii-discusses- the-iblp-lawsuit-and-answers-im portant-guestions/ 39



12016 Attorney David Gibibs Il Discusses the IBLF Lawsuit and Answers Important Questions | Spiritua Sounding Board

! mentioned to David Gibbs that some were concerned about him taking the case based on his background and connections, and
asked for comment.

Gibbs identified a possible point of confusion: his name. His fathet is David Gibbs Jr., and he is David Gibbs IIL This often causes
misinformation and he's very used to the mix-up. (You can see a chart comparing the two Gibbs” here

(http://spiritualsoundingboard com/2014/05/26/which-atiorney-david- gibbg-leads-the-lawsuit-of-lourdes-torres-manteufel-vs-douglasg-
phillips-the-father-or-the-son/).}

Mr. Gibbs then shared in more detail about the process of what happens when he meets a client:

1 always sit down wnth any of my clients and share ny heart, explain to them my perspective, my passion, why I'nt willing to get involved. The
easiest thing would be to do nothing and not engage in this arena. But [ wouldn't feel Iike I was doing the right thing. I view this as an honor and the
yight thing fo do to represent these women who are viciimized.

In terms of stepping forward, my actions speak foirly loudly. Are there things years ago [ wish [ weren’t involved in? Yes, but in terms of marching
forward, [ have] zero telerance for child abuse and encourage churches to build awareness, to step forward and do things the right way. The folks that
have gotten to know me through litigation seem lo have a loi of confidence in the sincerity of these actions. [ want ke encourage these ladies, ] view it
as mry privilege, along with others.

1 asked his views of women, especially with regard to the culture of Patriarchy which depersonalizes women.

I believe women are obviously equal to men, created by God — there is no question in ferms of their value. {1 believe] they should be educafed, and
recefve every opportunity fo achieve their full potential. They need to find their identity 1 God. Some of the dangerons teachings of the
overdomination of males to break the spivit [of women] is not loving. It's wrong and lends ifself to abuse.

We have numbers of lady attorneys on staff and they do great work, Every person has to rise and fall on their own merits. Some of what has been
taught in Patriarchal cultures puls ladies in positions where they feel horvifically trapped. People who are supposed to protect, turn around end abuse
fwomen]. That's tneredibly sad,

Is there anything that hasn't been reported in the media that you would like share?
Mary of these women were in abuses at home and escaped to get free. It's hearibreaking.

The vulnerahility —once they'd try to pull away, skip one-on-one sessions, counselors were wade 1o telephone their fathers, they were sent back with
shame of being sent home where they were abused and having been told by IBLP officials all of the confidertial stuff that went on during sessions,
Imagine a girl who has never been to school/docior ~ thai had to be horrifically confusing. A the people you hoped to brust and then find yourself
victimized. When you look at culture, mary of these ladies felt like they had no place to turn, Ii's frightening bo step on the national stage and bring
forward these claims. Family dynamics, personal dynamics, these cases bring up & lot of painful emotions and courage to come forward.

Tt was brave of [these] ladies to step forward ~ scary with abusive backgrounds — courage. It's disappointing that IBLP forced them into this. We
offered to meet {IBLP Board members] ahead of lawsuil being filed, but they refused. In some measure, they were counting on the vickims not being
willing to come forward. That was a caleulated risk on their part. They are concerned about other women at risk.

Internal Investigation by IBLT

We discussed the internal investigation by [BLP. IBLP paid $50,000 for an investigation to be done. This investigation was a “sham.” The
results were never publicly released. I was greatly disturbed to find that the no one asked questions of the victims:

No victims were spoken to in the investigation. It is the lowest level of confidence or credibility if they don'i talk to victims.

The lawsuit will access findings of the “investigation.” They will have {o produce who they talked to, the report, the details, 50 people can
judge from themselves.

There was a calculated effort by the Board ko handle it disastrously wrong. Hopefully other churches and organizations will learn from this.

Do you have any thoughts on what it means in the Kingdom for you to participate in the dismantling of a system your father helped
create that seems to have shielded these kinds of ministries from scrutiny and accountability?

1 am always honored to stand up for what T believe to be vight, and I want to do it with @ right spirhi. Thai's why we offered IBLP to talk. But when
people refuse to do things the right way, you have io evaluate options.

Conclusion

The teachings of Bill Gothard and the abuses that have gone on for years at IBLP have harmed many, What many of us have lonown for
years is finally being exposed publicly, thanks in part te the connection with the Josh Duggar sex scandal. Some have concemns about Mr.
Gibbe’ mvolvemeni in this case. Others want Gothard to be eriminally charged and brought to justice. The bottom line is that five brave
women have joined together, chosen Mr. Gibbs to represent them, and to call IBLP to account for the way they have mishandled serious
abuse cases,

http:Aspirliual soundingboard.com /20151 0 24/attorney-davic- glbbs-til-discusses-the-loip-lawsuit- and-answers-important-qusstions/ 4/9
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mrakatie

QOCTOBER 24, 2015 @ 7:45 PM
You may want to fix the type-o that mentions Bill “Cosby” instead of “Gothard”.

Julic Anne
0 ER 24, 2015 @ 8:20 PM
You may want to fix the type-o that mentions Bill “Cosby” instend of “Gothard”.

Actually, 1 did mean Bill Cosby. In fact, today I sce that 2 more women have come forward with sex abuse allegations against the
aclor/comedian, The number is now almost up to 60.

I believe that women will join the original five women on the lawsuit as word gets oul.

E

QCTOBER 24,2015 @ 8:08 PM
If “Bill is not legally connected with the organization”. I'm the Queen of England because my name is Elizabeth!

1 wish these women had access to another lawyer.
Not one related to the lawyer who said NOTHING bad happened at the 1BLP!
That is why his motives are being questioned!

Julie Anne

OCTORER 24, 2015 @ 832 Phi

E. - I understand why his motives are being questioned and that's why 1 asked him the specific questions.
These women had access to any lawyer, but they chose Gibbs IIL. That’s not going to stop me from supporting them.

Kathi

QCTOBER 24, 2015 @ 8:09 "M

This should be interesting to watch. [am wondering if Illinois has a statue of limitations for child abuse. For goodness sake, some of
these women repoert that they were teenagers when Gothard made his advances, Bul, starting with the board 1s a good move.

Scott

OCTOBER 24,2015 @ 821 PM

Civil lawsuit and Not a eriminal lawsuit? There is no such thing as a criminal lawsuit. Criminals cases are simply criminal prosecutions.
A citizen can seek an arrest warrant or make a criminal complaint with the US attorney’s office, or local prosecutor’s

office but that’s not a lawsuits. A prosecutor would still have to be willing to take the case to court. Gothard's scummery was so long
ago thal the stafute of limitations has long ago expired, [verything he has been accused of is a misdemeanor, so at best he would face a
long list of misdemeanors if charged. Very unlikely that sleezy Bill will ever see a court criminal case filed against him. It would be
great to sec his  ministry ” in total ruin before he crooks. That would be justice, everything you worked for your entire life blown to
dust and the whole world knows vou were just a twisted, legalistic pervert with a fetish for women’s feet & hair,

Julie Anne

OCTOBER 24, 2015 @ 8:25 PM

Scott, I'm certainly no legal expert, but Ijust did a quick Google search and there are indeed eriminal lawsuits. Maybe you are familiar
with different terminology? I agree with everything else you said, especially the part about seeing his so-called ministry in ruin.

Keith Blankenship

OCTOBER 25, 2015 @ 6:54 AM

“Criminal lawsuit” is not a widely used term. Typically in the USA a civil action seeking monetary damages or other relief, such as
injunctive relief is called a “lawsuit”. The wrongs addressed are torts, breaches of contract, etc. The burden of proof in these mattersis
lypically a preponderance of the evidence

Criminal prosecutions are instituted by lawyers representing the state, and employed by the state. US Attorneys prosecute on behalf of
the United States. The bulk of criminal prosecution is undertaken on the state level by District Attorneys, Commonwealth's Attorneys,
Solicitors etc.

In some states anyone can swear out a warrant alleging that a crime was committed, but the final decision as to maintaining a critninal
prosecution lies with the attorney for the state, as these are “public wrongs”, in old-fashioned language “offenses against the peace and
dignity of the state”. The burden of proof is beyond a reasonable doubt,

If a person believes a crime has been committed, it should be first reported to the police so that an investigation can be conducted. Then
the matter can be reviewed by the prosecutor to determine if enough evidence exists to proceed.

Julie Anne
TOBER @ 8:49 AM
Thanks, Keith.

hitp:fsptritua soundingboard.com/201541 0/ 2d/&ttor ney-davic-gibbs-jii- discusses- the-ibip-law suit-and-answer s-imporiant-questions/ 69



From: deibbs@gitbsfirm.com

To: bili@biligothard.com

Subject: Draft atfidavit for your review
-Date: Wad, 25 Nov 2015 21.07:27 +00QC

Sinca you are currently unreorasanted, please review this affidavit and cail me back with apy additional adits.
b p Y

EXHIBIT
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Affidavit of Dr. William W, Gathard, Jr.

Dr. Willtam W. Gothard, Jr. (“Bill Gothard"}, after being sworn on oath, deposes and
states as follows:

1.

10.

11,

This Affidavit is made upon my personal knowledge, and if | were sworn as a
witness at trial in this matter, [ would testify to the facts contained herein.

1 am over the age of 21 (twenty-one) years and [ am competent to swear to
the facts contained herein.

I am the founder of the Institute in Basic Life Principles. (“IBLP”). I have
served as its Pregident and Board Chairman to build it into a large
international organization.

I have written the materials and taught the programs that constituted the
ministry of IBLP and grew it into a ministry empire with real estate holdings
in excess of $200 million and over 2.5 million alumni having attended my
seminars.

I have reviewed the complaint filed by the plaintiffs in this case, and | know
all of the plaintiffs personally as they were all either employees, volunteers,
interns, or participants with IBLP.

I have attempted to contact all of the plaintiffs in this case and ask for their
forgiveness for any inappropriate conduct that I demonstrated toward them.

I now realize how | freated them was not right. | showed them the wrong
kind of love.

God has been dealing with my heart in these areas and showing me things.

I personally appointed the Board of Directors, They were selected for their
loyalty to me and my teaching.

All actions taken by the IBLP Board were to be unanimous,

I temporarily resigned from the Board of IBLP to take care of some personal
issues. It was my 100% intention to return and the other IBLP Board
members fully understood that fact,

I would have never temporarily resigned if the IBLP Board was not in
unanimous agreement that [BLP could not function without me as its founder
and leader.




12.1 have submitted to my pastor and he believes it is time for me to be
reinstated to the IBLP Board to save the ministry from the destructive and
foolish path the current Board members are undertaking.

13.1 consider David Gibbs, jr. to be a personal friend and a follower of IBLP
principles since the 1970's.

14,1 personally brought David Gibbs, Jr. and his organization CLA to help me and
save my ministry at IBLP.

15, David Gibbs, Jr. and CLA were paid $50,000 to help me save my ministry at
IBLP.

16. David Gibbs, Jr. and CLA were supposed to talk with the victims and I now
understand that this never happened.

17.1 do not have a written copy of the document that David Gibbs, |r. and CLA
generated during their time of helping me save my ministry at IBLP.

18.The Board of IBLP knew David Gibbs, Jr. and CLA would be friendly toward
IBLP as he was a paid speaker at IBLP conferences and a strong follower of
my teachings. David Gibbs, Jr. and CLA were never considered to be
outsiders, independent, or objective. David Gibbs, |r. was our friend as the
IBLP Board recently stated on their website.

19.1 understand that David Gibbs, Jr. has essentially retired from the practice of
faw and that he now travels and preaches to churches who share his
Independent Baptist, King-James Bible only philosophy.

20. A few weeks ago, David Gibbs, Jr. and his personal secretary, Steve Kluth,
wanted to meet with me in Chicago to help me get back on the IBLP Board
and to restore my ministry. He also wanted to warn me that his son was a
trial attorney committed to helping abuse victims and would most likely be
bringing a tawsuit on their behalf. This meeting did not occur because David
Gibbs, Jr. refused to sign a statement that | asked him to sign confirming his
intentions of restoring me to the IBLP Board and Presidency.

21.T have asked the Board of IBLP to not liquidate properties.
22, I have asked the Board of IBLP to not flee to the State of Texas.
23.1 have encouraged the Board of IBLP to meet with legal counsel for the

plaintiffs and to meet with the nine ladies and their lawyers. It is sad to me
that these ladies are not being listened to by the Board of IBLP.



24.1 received a number of letters over many months from legal counsel for the
plaintiffs offering to meet with me and the IBLP Board before the lawsuit was
filed.

25.1 agreed to participate in this pre-lawsuit meeting. The IBLP Board refused
to meet.

26.The IBLP Board thought that the plaintiffs and their counsel were “bluffing”
and that “they would not sue.” Obviously, that is nat the case.

27.The IBLP Board has responded to this lawsuit poorly in my opinien and in
violation of Christian dispute resolution principles.

28.1 believe that the plaintiffs have valid claims that should be submitted to
Christian mediation and resolution.

AFFIANT FURTHER SAYETH NOT.

Dr. William W. Gothard, Jr.
Founder
Institute in Basic Life Principles, Inc.

SUBSCRIED AND SWORN TO
before me this this ___ day of November 2015.

Notary Public



From: dgibbs@gibbsfirm.com

To: hill@billgothard.com

Subject: Final draft

Date: Wed, 25 Nov 2015 22:34:06 +0000

Piease sign and notarize tonight, and mail the original back to me at this address. Thank you.
Gibbs Law Firm, P.A.

2648 FM 407, Suite 2490
Bartonville TX 76226

EXHIBIT
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Affidavitof  William W. Gothard, Jr.

. William W. Gothard, Jr, (“Bill Gothard”), after first being sworn on oath, deposes
and states as follows:

1. This Affidavit is made upon my personal knowledge, and if | were sworn as a
witness at trial in this matter, | would testify to the facts contained herein.

2. [ am over the age of 21 (twenty-one) years and [ am competent to swear to
the facts contained herein.

3. I am the founder of the Institute in Basic Life Principles. (“IBLP"}, | have
served as its President and Board Chairman to build it into a large
international organization,

4. 1 have written the materials and taught the programs that constitute the
ministry of IBLP and by God’s blessing watched it grow into a ministry with
real estate holdings in excess of $100 million and over 2.5 million alumni
having attended my seminars.

5. I have reviewed the complaint filed bf the plaintiffs in this case, and | know
all of the identified plaintiffs personally as they were all either employees,
volunteers, interns, or participants with IBLP.

6. Ihave attempted to contact as many plaintiffs as possible in accordance with
Matthew 18:15-17.

7. During the past seven months, God has allowed me to publish six new books
that contain a powerful new message that [ want to get to all of the alumni.
EXHiBIT
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8. I personally appointed the Board of Directors. They were selected for their
loyalty te the ministry and my teaching.

9. All actions taken by the 1BLP Board were to be unanimous.

10.1 temporarily resigned from the Board of IBLP to follow the instruction of
Matthew 5:23-24. The Seripture itself affirms a return to the ministry once |
had fulfilled as far as possible its instruction. The IBLP Board members made
public my reasons for resigning that also affirmed my 100% intention to
return,

11.1 have submitted to the spiritual authority of my pastor and local church, Rev.
David Shoaf and the Bolingbrook Baptist Church. Pastor Shoaf agrees that it
is time for me to be reinstated to the IBLP Board.

12.1 consider David Gibbs, Jr. to be a personal friend and a follower of IBLP
principles since the 1970’s.

13.1 persenally breught David Gibbs, Jr. and his organization CLA to help me and
provide counsel to the ministry at IBLP,

14. David Gibbs, Jr. and CLA were supposed to talk with the victims and I now
understand that this never happened.

15.1 do not have a written copy of the document that David Gibbs, Jr. and CLA
generated during their time of helping the IBLP ministry.

16.1 have asked the Board of IBLP to not liquidate the Oak Brook headquarters
or Nashville properties.

17.1 have asked the Board of IBLP to not flee to the State of Texas.

18.1 have encouraged the Board of IBLP to meet with legal counsel for the
plaintiffs and to meet with the ladies and their lawyers. It is sad to me that
these ladies are not being listened to by the Board of IBLP.

19.1 received a number of letters over many months from legal counsel for the
plaintiffs offering to meet with the IBLP Board and me before the lawsuit was
filed.

20.1 agreed to participate in these requested pre-lawsuit meaetings. The IBLP
Board refused to do so.

21.1 assume that the IBLP Board thought that the plaintiffs and their counsel
were bluffing and that they would not sue. Obviously, that is not the case.



23.The IBLP Board has responded to this lawsuit unwisely and not even
contacted me for information or assistance. The Board is handling the case
unwisely as I have the information they need. This is a shameful waste of

donors money.

24. After following Matthew 18:15-17, any unresolved claims between the
plaintiffs, the IBLP Board, and me should be submitted to binding Christian

mediation and resolution.

AFFIANT FURTHER SAYETH NOT.

"OFFICIAL SEAL"
MARGARET HARTIGAN
Notary Public, Stata of Hinols
My Commiumion Expires 081442018

SUBSCRIED AND SWORN TO

Willia

before me this thisd2 day of November 2015.

o

mw. Got

hérd, Jr,



From: bill@giitgothard.com

Ta: dgibbs@gibbsfirm.com

CC: sales@anchortours.com

Subject: RE: Important Message from Bill Gothard
Date: Sun, 20 Dec 2015 16:16:37 -0600

David:

i am still tooking forward to your answer to this important letter. 1t wouid be very disastrous for you to refile
on lanuary &Y and ! would not want my affidavit tc be used if a refiling is done. Please honor this

request. The affidavit specifies that the girls would contact me according to Scripture. This has not vet been
done.

Sincerely,

Bill

From: Bill Gothard [mailtg:bitl@biligothard.com]
Sent: Monday, December 14, 2015 3:15 PM

To: ‘David Gibbs 1II* <dgibbs@gibbsfirm.com>
Cc: John Stancil <sales@anchortours.com>
Subject: Important Message from Biil Gothard

Dear David,

Thank you for caliing yesterday afternoon. | prayed that God would use your message last night to draw many
to His way of life.

This letter is written to you as a brother in the Body of Christ, with the confidence that our primary goal is to
giorify God, protect His Name, and edify the Body of Christ. | believe this is the purpose of your ministry.

Over the past months, | have met with six lawyers. Each one has emphasized to me that their number one
responsibility is to confirm the facts of their case. This requires much do-diligence, as you know. In your
fawsuit against the tnstitute, the claims of your clients are blatantly false. | have documents, letters, and many
witnesses to prove this. | believe that | gave you a few of them and informed you about some others. it __
seams that you are relying only on their stories. ' v

y ying onty .. EXHIBIT
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David, | care about the spiritual life of each one of your clients. They have had extensive training in the
Bible. They know what God requires of one who has been offended by ansther believer.

The First Step: “Go and teit him his fault between thee and him atone” (Matthew 18:15}

The Second Step; “But if he will not hear thee, then take with thee one or two more, that in the mouth of two
or three witnesses every word may be established” (v. 16).

The Third Step: “And if he shall neglect to hear them, tell it unto the church” {v. 17).

Telling their offenses to the world FIRST on the Recovering Grace website was a serious viotation of this
Scripture! Violating Scripture always bring guilt. And unresolved guilt leads to roots of bitterness. We are to
watch “diligently lest any [person] fail of the grace of God, lest any root of bitterness springing up trouble you,
and thereby many be defiled” (Hebrews 12:15). This defiiement wouid include sons and daughters,
grandchildren, friends and many non-Christians.

Your tawsuit is a further violation of Scripture. “Dare any of you, having a matier against another, go to law
before the unjust . . . Now, therefore, there is utteriy a fault among you, because ye go to law one with
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From: hill@billgcthard.com

To: dgibbs@ncll.org

Subject: info

Date: Wed, 27 May 2015 14:27:55 -0500

Thank you for your phone call last night.

Another Important development is an article that recently came out linking the Bates family with the
Duggar family and Steven Paine

http://defamer.gawker.com/the-bates-family-is-cable-tvs-new-duggars-and-theyre-ju-1706997724

Bill

EXHIBIT
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From: bill@bitlgcthard.com

To: dgibbs@ncll.org

Subject: Letter to the Board

Date: Mon, 8 Jun 2015 11:56:41 -0500

EXHIBIT
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June 8th, 2015

Dear Members of the Board,

Last Friday and Saturday, June 5 and 6, a government official
from another state came to my home for a conference. He has
direct access to a multibillion dollar fund which has been estab-
lished to make his state a model for the Nation. He wanted me to
give him some ideas.

We worked out an eight point plan that has great potential to
transform his state. We then began contacting state leaders and
explained the plan to them. They were thrilled and want to be a
part of it. This is an unprecedented opportunity!

In order for this plan to work, we need the Big Sandy proper-
ty and the Nashville Property.

At this crisis time in America, I am sure that you would want
to see the development of a potential solution.

Through Christ our Lord,
Bill

"EXHIBIT
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Dear David,

A few minutes ago | was talking with Dr. Stancil. After reading my
Pproposed letter to himn, he felt that it needed a fingl statement. He
dictated the one that is on the attached tetter. This lets them know that
they must move quickly. | am stili open to a call from you at any time,

Through Christ our Lord,

Bill.

EXHIBIT
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From: bill@biilgothard.com

To: daibbs@ncll.org

Subject: Donors Emaiis

Date: Mon, 13 Jul 2015 18:27:50 -0500

Dear Bavid,

t am looking forward to talking with you as soon as possible. Meanwhile | have contacted il the donors and
they are ready and eager to go forward. | believe the other approach wiil be very damaging for reasons | will
explain to you.

Through Christ Gur Lord,

Biil

EXHIBIT
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From: bili@billgothard.com

To: dgibbs@nctl.org

Subject: FW: Documentl

Date: Thu, 16 Jui 2015 10:04:17 -0500

From: Wi
Sent: Wednesday, December 3, 2014 5:08 PM
To: 'bili@biilgothard.com’

subject; Documentl
Bill
| have typed the attached letter for you to pass on to the Board of (BLP.

Biessings

A T T A T R AT LT T 8 - B A~ T T SRS L R S ML DRI L Lty LI ML SR 2 T o P

Thiz amail massaes, including any attachment{s) is for the sole use of the mitended recipient{s) and may contain confidential informatian, Any unauthonzed review,
use, disciosurz or disiribution is strictly pranibited. if you are nod the intended recipient, please immediately contast the sendar by email.
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December 3, 2014

Members of the Board af Directers
Of the Institute in Basic Life Principles
Box 1, Oak Brook, IL 60521

Dear Members of the Board,

When our family donated the MNashville Training Center to the
tnstitute in Basic Life Principies it was our hope that the facility would be
used to further the ministry and have a positive impact on lives, It is
now cur understanding that the institute in Basic Life Principles has no
further need for the Training Center, and has therefore put it up for
sale,

I am aware that Bill Gothard has started a new ministry, Life
Purpose Power Teams inc. with the goal of motivating and equipping
fathers, military veterans and others to meditate on Scripture and have
a growing prayer life, { would ask that this new ministry be considered
as a potential recipient of the propesty.

If the Board has any questions concerning this request please
feel free to contact me.

Blessings



From: hili@hiilgothard.com

To: deibbs@ncilorg

Subject: Case Documents!

Date: Mon, 14 Sep 2015 11:00:23 -0500

Dear David,

enjoyed our recent talk. This is the week that action must be taken. Key staff are already being re-located to
Big Sandy in order to vacant the headquarters property.

The attached diagram on the three structures of authority may be a critical document to prove to Board and
court that they are not following the teaching on authority from even the basic seminar. The Board has
repeatedly claimed that they are, however they have usurped the autherity of the Church,

Last night | had an excelient talk with my pastor, David Shoal. He reminded me that Dr. Paine had been a
member of his church before the family moved to Okiahoma. He was shocked to learn that the chief
complaint of the renegade board members was that “) was not repentant enough.” He exclaimed that this
was not their responsibility and anyone with an accusation, should present it to the pastor and his elders, with
Bill present. This has never been done with any accuser, even to the Board. The pastor will be calling Steven
Paine today and letting me know the outcome.

Meanwhile, we need to quickly move forward with legal action and the requested injunction. If you have
questions or comments, please give me a call.

Though Christ our Lord,

Biit

EXHIBIT
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An Appeal To The Judge

A controlling faction on the Board of Directors of the Institute of Basic
Life Principles forced a vote on Tuesday, September 8, 2015 to liquidate
critical assets of the ministry and relocate the ministry from its present
and historical location in Oakbrook, illinois to a remote location in
Texas.

This very unwise move is essentially dissolving the ministry at a time
when it could be greatly expanded. This move is also the purpose for
which the past funds were donated. Donors gave millions of dollars for
the sole purpose of supporting the ongoing teaching ministry of its
founder, Bill Gothard.

For not valid reason, this faction on the Board is refusing to allow Bill
Gothard to continue his work, and the ministry is not viable without
him. One of the first, negative actions of this faction of the Board was
to change the initial and long standing policy of unanimous approval of
the entire Board for all critical decisions to a simple majority rule. The
longest standing members of the Board vehemently disagree with the
current decisions.

On behave of the donors we are appealing to this court to issue an
immediate restraining order, so that we can confirm the facts of this
case by depositions, and subsequent legal action.



The Authority Structure
of the Institute in Basic Life Principies

THE LOCAL CHURCH

Bill Gothard has put himself
under the spiritual authority
of the Bollingbrook Baptist
Church with Pastor David

‘Shoaf.

Bill has faithfully attended
this.church for the past ten
years. During the past 18
months, he has attended
every Sunday morning,
Sunday evening and
Wednesday evening service.

Bill has maintained regular
communication with Pastor
Shoaf and has been
accountable to him in the
spiritual matters of his
nersonal life.

if there would he a serious
problem in the life of Bill
Gothard, Pastor Shoaf and the
church leaders would be the
ones to deal with it

Pastor Shoaf is ready and
able to meet with anyone who
has an aliegation with Bill
present. To date this has not
happened.

THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

THE EMPLOYER

The Board of Directors has
been appointed in accordance

with the requirements of a
501-C-3 non-profit corporation
in the state of lllinois.
The primary responsibility of
the board is to protect the
assets of the corporation, and
to make sure that they are
used in accordance to the
laws of the state, and in
accordance with the
directives of the donors.
Neither of these
responsibilities is being
carried out by this Board.
Bill Gothard personally
selected each of the present
six Board members, and
entrusted to them the
fiduciary responsibility of
overseeing and protecting
the assets of the Institute,
Both the U.S.
Constitution and the Bible
make a clear distinction
between the government
and the church.

Since the day that Bill Gothard
founded his ministry in 1961,
he has been the sole
employer of the Institute. He
has personally selected and
trained all employees, Bill
chose each staff member on
the basis of his or her
committment to the ongoing
life message that God has
entrusted to him and their
eagerness to see it go
forward.

in March of 2014, Biil took
what he assumed was a
temporary leave of absence
from the Board and ministry
as urged by the attorney for

the Institute in order to be
- reconcited to various past

staff and associates whom he
had unintentionally offended.
The Board also affirmed by
various documents that when
Bill fulfilied his goals as far as
he could, he was to be
reinstated to his ministry.
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LEGAL ACTION
Against an Out-of-Control Faction
On The IBLP Board of Directors That Has Seized Control,
And is Knowingly And Willfuily Dissolving The Corporation.

Dictionary definition of a “faction”:
“A group of people operating within, and often in
opposition to a larger group to gain its own ends.”

Our Appeal before the court:

This action represents millions of youth and aduits who
have benefitted greatly by the teachings of Dr. Bill Gothard
during the past fifty years. These teachings transcend all
nationalities, cultures, religions and political systems. They
have universal application, and have been welcomed by the
leaders of many nations.

Bili Gothard began working with teen-agers in youth
groups and with Chicago street gangs during his youth. When
he was thirty years old, he developed a thirty-hour seminar
which explains the principles that he learned in his youth work.

Wheaton College and Graduate Schoo! invited Bill to teach
his material as an elective summer school course. They gave it
the name “Basic Youth Conflicts”. Those who attended that
first course were so enthusiastic about what they had learned,
that they told all their friends about it.




In a few years tens of thousands of youth and adults were
packing out colosseums and arenas throughout America and
then in New Zealand, Russia, Taiwan, and many other nations.

Thus far, over 2.7 million have attended the thirty-hour
seminar. When repeat-attenders are counted, the total comes
to seven million. These alumni continue to be grateful for the
principles they have learned and want the teachings to

continue. Therefore, they have contributed without
solicitation, tens of millions of dollars to Bill Gothard for his
ministry.

At the beginning of 2014, Bill Gothard was made aware
that during the past fifty yvears various individuals with whom
he had worked or whom he had trained had been offended by
his words or actions. Therefore, he purposed to make it a
priority to be reconciled with these individuals in accordance
with the instructions of Matthew 5:23, 24.

At this time Bill had several meetings with Bob Barth, the
attorney for the Institute, along with another senior staff
member. They strongly urged him to resign in order to carry
out his goal. Based on their counsel Bill offered his resignation
to the board of directors. They unanimously rejected it and
appealed to Bill 1o withdraw it. After further urging by his
Counsel, he submitted what he understood would be 3
temporary separation from the ministry.

-2-




In Bill's absence attorney Bob Barth enmg;;aég;e;g ’E‘h@ board
to change the long-standing policy of unanﬁmousﬁta a majority
rule. Then, he sent many negative e-mails to the board from
those who have opposed Bill's ministry. This steady diet of
unproven allegations and negative reports poisoned the minds
of four of the six boarg members. They, in turn, have decided
for no valid reason that Bill Gothard should not return to his
ministry.

This decision is having disastrous results in the financial
affairs of the Institute, Donors are alarmed that the funds
which they have given over the years are no longer being used
by Bill Gothard for his ministry. They have given strong appeals
to the board to reinstate Bill Gothard, but these appeals have
gone unheard. Therefore, they believe that their only recourse
is to appeal to this court,

This matter is e Xtremely urgent because the board has
turned over all its properties to a man who has had no
experience in managing a large corporation. He has already
made devastating financial decisions, He has urged the board
to seli the Oak Brook headquarters property and all the other
assets, and move the remains of the ministry down to their
training center in Big Sandy, Texas. This facility is two and 3
half hours from the Dallas alrport, and is simply a holding action
until alf the funds are used Up. Just this week the board has
voted to put the properties up for sale and make the move,

We are appealing to this court to review the board’s
violations of their fiduciary responsibility as 2 501-C-3
corporation in Hlinois and to require the boarg to immediately

- fulfil the purposes of the funds which have been given,




RALPH T, HupGENs 2 MARTIN LISTHER KING, JR, Diive

September 2, 2015

IBLP Board
PC Box One
Oak Brook, 1L 30522-3001

Dear Current Board Members, - - SO
As a past member of the Board, | would like to. comment on the

the Advanced seminar, the Total Health seminar, an ATl father for
Six years beginning the second year of the program, ang a
personal friend of Bill Gothard. '

f'was on the Board with Bill Boyd, Dr. Blackwood,
Congressman Johnson, and Dr. Boring. Bill Boyd died,
Congressman Johnson res’igned for his Campaign, and Dr.
Blackwood resigned to take care of his aging wife. That left Dr,
Boring, Bill Gothard, and me on the board. At my insistence each
of you was added_because  felt that there would be wisdom in
numbers and also the regulations for 501¢ corporations required
more than three board members,

After recou fting my past, | ‘warit io B2t 10 the point of my lettor,
if there had been no Bill Gothard, thera would be no IBLP! There
would be no main campus, no ATI, no MNashville training Center,

FAID For gy FRIZENDS oF RALPH HUDGENS




no Big Sa.ndy, No Okiahoma Training Center, or any of the other
properties. These were given to Bill, not the board! In my opinion
the board and you individually have STOLEN this ministry and it's
assets from Bilt Gothard. in my opinion, the Board should vote
unanimously to reinstate Bill and then if any of you disagree with
the reinstatement then they should immediately resign.

A verse from the Bible comes to mind. “Thou art a God ready
to pardon, gracious and merciful, siow to anger, anﬁ of great
kindness” Nehemiah 9:17

| pray that each on you will adopt these gualities.

Tt

Ralph T. Hudgens



September 4, 2015
Dear Dr. Paine and members of the IBLP board,

I'have been a long time supporter of IBLP, the ministry that Bill Gothard founded
and built over many years, By God's grace and biessing, we have been able to
support IBLP in the form of donations totaling over 7 figures. Currently, | am very
concerned as not only a donor, but as 2 AT] dad that the ministry is rapidly declining
and diminishing without Bill Gothard's influence and leadership. The board gave
Bill some direction as to what they thought needed to be done for him to be restored
10 the Institute (which he has done, to mty knowledge}. He has written several
books in the interim that would greatly benefit us—especially the men and fathers,
These, to my knowledge have not been made available to the IBLP alumni through
the Institute or website.

With purposeful, but not necessarily malicious or evil intent, the board is essentially
keeping Dr. Gothard from the very ministry that he founded and nurtured. As he
completes the tasks that the board directs him to do to be restored to the ministry,

the board seems to keep “raising the bar” and/or finding reasons to not restore him

to his ministry—to the detriment of IBLP. With the continuing passage of titme, the
Institute suffers loss, and great potential for the benefit of his leadership, influence
and guidance is also being lost. Families are drifting and floundering. Many families
who looked to the Institute for inspiration and direction are instead finding that
without Bill Gothard it is not the same. Many, including myself, miss the Godly
inspiration, motivation, leadership and energy provided by Bill.

I know that given a chance to do things over——Bill would do things differently. I
agree with the board that some things should have happened differently. However,
in some cases context is deemphasized or purposefully spun to make some
situations seem suspect or inappropriate. However, Biil has done his best to rectify
those cases with validity as he becomes aware of them. Who among us is blameless
or has not had regrets and remorse about past actions, thoughts, or deads? In this
case, I feel Bill has learned his lesson and has even been inspired to focus his
ministry in a different direction—to teach men to be the leaders they should be,

Members of the IBLP board-—I ask that you please restore Bill to his ministry,
allowing him the platform to share once again with IBLP alumni openly and without
reservation. Let him share the riches that God has shown him through these
difficult times. Let grace and for iveness prevail. The days are evil and time is 50
precious. Please take action before even more time is lost, and support Bill. Restore
him with your biessings.

[ thank the board for the opportunity to address you and would he happy to speak
to any of you individually. May God bless us it with the riches of Christ. May we be
the evidence of a loving and merciful God to a watching and needy world!

In Christ,

Dr. Gary Chan



Bill Gothard

M—
From: PE———
Sent: Saturday, September 5, 2015 7:00 AM
To: bill@biilgothard.com
Subject: letter o IBLP Board
Attachments: IBLP Board itr-2015.docx
Hi Bill,
I started this letier at 2:00 a.m. and just finished it. I had an

delay in sending this to you. May God richly bless you.

Warmly,
4N

extremely busy work week. Sorry for the
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Laicment Regarding Resignation | Institute in Basic Life Principles

Embassy institute  More

iﬁtp;/{;'blp,orgfnews/statement—rega:ﬁing—resignati on

Statement Régarding
Resignation

The stated corporate purpose of the Institute in Basic Life
Principles, Inc. is te introduce individuals to God's basic
way of life through the Geospel of the Lord Jesus Christ,
The Institute remains committed to this purpose and to
helping individuals live out their salvation, received by
grace through faith, and apply Biblical truths in their daily
lives.

A few weeks ago, Bill Gothard respaectfully submitted hig
resignation to the Board of the Institute and the Board
urianimousty and in unanimity asked him 5 withdraw it
until a review by outside legal counsel was complete and
reeemmendations given, At the Board’s Encouragement,
Mr. Gathard agreed to withdraw his resignation, However,
besed on assertions brought by various individuals and
groups, Mr. Gothard was placed on administrative leave
where he was to have no contact with the ministry
pending such review,

On March 5, 2614, Mr, Gothard.again submitted kis
resignation indicating that he wanted to follow Matthew
5:23-24 and lsten to those wha have “ought against”

him. In considering what was in the best intereses of the
Institute, the Board of Directors accepted Mr. Gothard's
resignation. -~

On March 14, 2014, the Board of Directors announced the
appontment of Dr, Tim Levendusky as the interim
president for the Institute, Mesnwhile, the Christ honoring
review process shall continue and a future statament will
be issued once the review is complete and submitted to
the Board of Directors, '

Board of Directors
Institute in Basic Life Principies, Ine.
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TO: Mr., Bill Gothard

. STEPSTOWARD RECONCILIATION AND RESTORATION

OR & wedkly basis.

B 2 Take active steps toward teconciliation with ladies who you have offended, expenses for which
the institute will consider paying If approved by the Institute administration.

3 N in-person interaction or coun

seling with ladies, except for purposas of reconciliation with a
third party present.

B 4 Reconcile with individuals who you have offended through broken promises or harsh actions,
beginning with Steve Hamm within 30 days,

May hot be on Institute Property unless as specified by the Board of Directors.
2 5 Submit to a team of four or five Christian leaders for purpases of restoration, who would include
your local pastar and such leaders as Bruce Wilki nson, Gary Smalley, and Dr. Doty Murphy ¥
they are willing,

MY REPORT, SEFTEMEER Fedous

B 1.7 aave manstaniep AT DRI ez or ATTEMOAKME. e Homn&;

POt Tyime AT T FProc i Cadrfpry S EEaaa
B 3. Tips DikSere ytasr Gro ity Peldewsgp

B 4. T HAVE THe sabiss T SVER U0 PaESPLE. LI b hden—r 7 il g

Boas) ReEcovCitgs . Srpe BRI Told ME TMar = gy Fetly
Pearcie].

B & T drom A Team e FEPLY pEN  Loded oM T pqmen Reculacdy,
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Bill Gothard
To: David Gibbs Il
Ce: Dr. John Stancil; {; sales@anchortours.com; )
Subject; Important Message from Bill Gothard
Dear David,

Thank you for calling yesterday afternoon. | prayed that God would use your message last night to draw many to His
way of life.

This letter is written to you as a brother in the Body of Christ, with the confidence that our primary goal is to glorify God,
protect His Name, and edify the Body of Christ. | believe this is the purpose of your ministry.

Over the past months, | have met with six lawyers. Each one has emphasized to me that their number one responsibility
is to confirm the facts of their case. This requires much do-diligence, as you know. In your lawsuit against the Institute,

the claims of your clients are blatantly false. 1 have documents, letters, and many witnesses to prove this. | believe that
I gave you a few of them and informed you about some others. It seems that you are relying only on their stories.

David, | care about the spiritual life of each one of your clients. They have had extensive training in the Bible. They
know what God requires of one who has been offended by another believer.

The First Step: “Go and tell him his fault between thee and him aione” (Matthew 18:15}).

The Second Step: “But if he will not hear thee, then take with thee one or two more, that in the mouth of two or three
witnesses every word may he established” {v. 16).

The Third Step: “And if he shall neglect to hear them, tell it unto the church” {v. 17).

Telling their offenses to the world FIRST on the Recovering Grace website was a serious violation of this Scripture!
Violating Scripture always bring guilt. And unresolved guilt leads to roots of bitterness. We are to watch “diligently lest
any [person] fail of the grace of God, lest any root of bitterness springing up trouble you, and thereby many be defiled”
(Hebrews 12:15). This defilement would include sons and daughters, grandchildren, friends and many non-Christians.

Your lawsuit is a further violation of Scripture. “Dare any of you, having a matter against another, go to law before the
unjust . . . Now, therefore, there is utterly a fault among you, because ye go to law one with another. Why do you not
rather take wrong? Why do you not rather suffer yourselves to be defrauded? Nay, ye do wrong and defraud, and that
your brethren” (I Corinthians 6: 1, 7-8).

Since you are representing these women, you can require them to follow Scripture by meeting with me and at least one
other witness in order that “every word be established.” Millions of Seminar alumni are waiting for the truth to be
affirmed. If a single dollar is given to “appease the plaintiffs,” it will cause deeper guilt in them and will also be
interpreted by many to say that | am guilty of their false accusations. I'm would hope that you would not want this to
happen.

I look forward to your response to these important points.
Love in Christ,

Bill




